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FOREWORD 


In these dark days of the second World War only those 
people indulge in travel who, small atoms in the vast war machine* 
are forced to cross lands and seas in the execution of their inexora- 
ble duty. To these people travel is robbed of all its pleasures and 
their only thought is a quick and safe arrival at their destination. 
But in happier times of peace, travel, just for the sake of travel, is 
one of the most delightful of human pursuits. I feel that, were 
I able freely to dispose of my time, I could never reach a point 
where I would stop and say that I have seen everything of beauty 
that this world can show me and that I no longer wish to travel. 
And so I always envy those whose good fortune enables them to 
indulge in this delightful hobby and whose travels are varied 
enough to justify their record in print. T he Raja Sahib of Bhor 
has had the good fortune to see many of the lovely places in 
Europe which I still hope to see one day in the distant future 
when the world is again at peace. Not only has the Raja Sahib 
seen these places, but he has brought a serious and studious 
attitude of mind to bear on his travels and, with the added help cf 
photographs, he has produced a travel book which is evidently the 
fruit of much time and labour. It was kind of the Raja Sahib to 
invite me to write a Foreword to this book and I have gladly 
accepted his invitation. It is my hope that when peace again 
comes to this world, those who read these pages and see these 
photographs may have the good fortune to visit in person those 
same beautiful places. The central theme of this book is of course 
the Coronation Ceremony of Their Majesties King George VI and 
Queen Elizabeth and that of course was a unique event which the 
Raja Sahib was indeed fortunate to have witnessed ; but my 
remarks can apply to all the other places and scenes recorded in 
this book of travel. 


Kolhapur Residency, 
Deccan. 

20th January 1942. 


P. Gaisford, 
Lt.-Colonel, 

Resident for Kolhapur and the 
Deccan States. 




REVIEWS AND OPINIONS 


REVIEWS 


The Mahratta, 19th June 1942 

This is the title of a noble volume written and published by Raja 
Shrimant Sir Raghunathrao Shankarrao Pandit Pant Sachiv, K.C.I.E., 
Raja of Bhor. Travel should, at least for those who can afford its cost, 
certainly be regarded as a necessary part of the education of young men 
who have yet to gather their experience and equip themselves for their 
life’s mission or career. The Raja Saheb of Bhor had made his first trip 
and tour in Europe in 1930. But the Coronation of H.M. King George VI 
naturally tempted him to think of another tour to Europe and this time 
he extended the benefit of the tour to his whole family. 

He left Bhor on 13th April 1937, and arrived back in India on 22nd 
July. He had thus the best of a European summer to make the journey. 
And the book shows that he made the trip and tour to yield him as much 
pleasure and benefit as possible. The Coronation of the King of England 
must be certainly a sight to see. And a mysterious conscious delight 
must be felt by one sovereign witnessing the coronation of another to 
whom he owes fealty and allegiance. But in this case the Raja Saheb must 
have also learnt some adventitious sense of proportion between his own 
Raj and Raj of King George VI, as he confesses that he was so lost in 
the great crowd that attended the latter’s coronation, that it took five 
hours[for the Raja Saheb to get at his car near the Westminster Abbey. 

The book is written in a suitable plain style, but there is a great 
richness in the material of information which is placed in the book for 
the reader. One feels on reading it that the author has a keen sense of 
beauty visible in sights rural as well urban. The book is so profusely and 
also richly illustrated that only princely authors can aspire and afford 
that element of pleasure in authorship. The Coronation which formed 
the chief inducement and attraction to the Raja Saheb to undertake this 
second trip was, of course, a unique event, the like of which it is for no 
man to command. But much else in this travel book is and will be 
there in England and Europe for the future traveller who will feel 
inspired by reading this book to undertake that enjoyable tour. 
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The Progress of Education, June 1942 

We have on a former occasion reviewed the Raja Saheb’s publication 
Twenty-one Weeks in Europe, a sort of detailed and illustrated diary of 
his tour in England and on the Continent. The book under review is an 
account of his second tour, in 1937, taken in connexion with the corona- 
tion of King George VI. This is a smaller compilation comparatively 
but is much better printed and the illustrations though fewer are bigger 
and better. When a Prince goes on tour his interests are different from 
those of an ordinary tourist and has opportunities of seeing things 
which the latter may not get. A book of travel penned by a Prince is, 
therefore, bound to present a picture which is both new and instructive. 
One can see this practically on every page of the book under review. 

We should have, however, liked to read in the book Raja Saheb’s 
views about the administrations of European countries and the educa- 
tional facilities afforded by their respective Governments to the poorest 
of their Rayats. We do not know if he visited a few villages and com- 
pared the life they led with the life of the villages in his jurisdiction. 
Costly tours on the continent of Europe are a luxury denied to most 
people and those few who can afford it should see that at least a part of 
the expenses incurred on that account benefits, indirectly if not directly, 
the people who cannot. And this is particularly expected of Princes 
who control the destinies of lakhs. For as the great poet Kalidas 
observed thousand years ago, “King’s glory lies in making his people 
happier”. 

But this is all beside the point ; for a reviewer should comment on 
what a book presents rather than what it should present. And considered 
from this point of view one can easily quote a few paragraphs of distinc- 
tive merit. The account of the Coronation ceremony, particularly the 
taking of the oath and the naval display present a valuable lesson of 
how a people enjoying the privileges of a democratic government have 
retained loyalty to the king and the royal family. The descriptions of 
the Vienna school of medicine, the Radium mines at Jachymov and the 
Spanish riding school at Reitschulgasse are very instructive. It will be 
possible to point to some more paragraphs equally good and they have 
made ‘My Second Trip to Europe’ a readable volume. We are grateful 
to the Raja Saheb for sending us a copy of it. 

* * * 

Indian States Guardian, August 1942 

Our readers are well aware that H.H. Rajah Saheb Bhor is one of the 
most enlightened Indian Princes and the progressive administration which 
Bhor enjoys now is the outcome of the Rajah Saheb’s wide travels abroad 
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coupled with his high administrative abilities, striking genius and broad 
sympathy. The Rajah Saheb wields a facile pen and in his book he 
has made a penetrating observation of men and affairs in all foreign 
places visited by him. Hon. Lt.-Col. P. Gaisford, Resident for Kolha- 
pur and Deccan States who has written a fine foreword to this book 
aptly observes : — c< Not only has the Rajah Saheb seen the places, but 
he has brought a serious and studious attitude of mind to bear on his 
travels and with the added help of photographs, he has produced a travel 
book which is evidently the fruit of much time and labour”. The Rajah 
Saheb was in London just in time for the Royal Coronation and was 
the recipient of numberless invitations both official and private, some 
of which he could not attend owing to the clash of engagements or 
similar other unavoidable reasons. This speaks in eloquent terms of 
the Rajah Saheb’ s popularity in London. He gives a picturesque des- 
cription of the elaborate arrangements that had been made for the 
Coronation. During his stay there, His Highness had the unique 
opportunity of meeting many eminent personages including the Marquis 
and Marchioness of Willingdon, Sir Frederick and Lady Sykes, Sir 
Roger and Lady Lumley and the Hon. Mr. L. S. Amery, now the Secre- 
tary of State for India and Mrs. Amery, Lord Zetland and Sir Eric 
Mievielle. The Right Hon’ ble Mr. L. S. Amery as a token of his 
respect, regard and -esteem for the Rajah Saheb presented him with 
his thoughtprovoking book “ The Forward View 7 \ His description of 
Vienna, the land of music and medicine is simply marvellous and he is 
simply'* enthralled by the many picturesque spots there. During his stay 
there for 16 days he had the advantage of knowing much about the City. 
During* his stay there he was invited by the Austro-Indian Society to take 
part in the 53rd birthday celebrations of His late Highness the Maharajah 
of Mysore. His speech on that occasion paying a fitting tribute to the 
late Maharajah for his excellent administration was well received by 
the audience. The Rajah Saheb’ s visit to Paris again for a week was 
mainly to witness the International Exhibition held there and hence he 
spent almost all his leisure time on the exhibition grounds since the 
next day in capital of France. In his book the Rajah Saheb gives the 
minutest details of the Exhibition. As an Indian, what specially 
appealed to His Highness was the demonstration of Prof. Raman’s 
inventions in Spectography. From Paris His Highness went to Vichy 
and then arrived at Marseilles by train and embarked for India. On 
board the ship the Rajah Saheb was invited for tea by Sir John Beaumont, 
Kt., Chief Justice of the Bombay High Court. On arrival at Bombay, 
the relatives, friends and representatives of people as well as Darbar 
officials extended their hearty welcome to His Highness by offering 
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flowers. After a week’s rest in Bombay His Highness came to Bhor on 
the 28th July 1937. The public of all castes and communities mustered 
strong and gave a hearty welcome to their ruler. His Highness was 
taken in a procession through the town and presented an address in the 
specially decorated Shri Ram Darbar Hall. His Highness in his reply 
to the address gave a brief account of his tour which was punctuated 
with applause by the audience. 

The book is very interesting from start to finish. The Indian 
public owe a deep debt of gratitude to His Highness for bringing out 
such a notable publication. To those who cannot undertake such a 
costly tour and yet desirous of knowing in detail accounts of places of 
importance in foreign countries this book is sure to serve a very useful 
purpose. We congratulate His Highness on his masterly publication 
and fervently hope and trust that the book will be very widely read and 
appreciated by the Indian public. 

* * * 

( Km m s mm qfer qqgfaq, nft, css. 

am. srsf, qt. q., cot. sft., qfontqfo Rtt. ) 

3KW gT#f *itq m*TR*qT 

aft geft qq* info qr gRqtfq ftsn ant. mm 

?v« qRf*qT qT s^wt5fre;H« qR mqTftrtqmqT «p»kWf a qrq ffi 
®r^r cqRRft qiRftraft anftr mqqt qt=qT mntsr qwoqta 

ott ant, f^sRq arct qff, mres qq qRT3TT¥ c;%q; fqq 

?qT33 3Widl«s5 qqwj^ q qrqqf^t %qs faqfqqq qq ra T « qT 
qRRT tt®. I qqTUq'JM C3>T 3TT% | «5$TR tcft RT?fts ITR- 

q nfarecKq qi^qr fqfaqft 3Tir*gq qrc<»m qTffa. qfts3 

q>T&qTq q %qft q*ft® an^TOTqHt WTftcft qtft qR fqifrq 

qr^ftq ant. ®TTt q fqq anqqqr antq, 3. \\\. 

* * * 

arqqr OTiqft n^RRqT^, ssqftt gq q qfjft; sq r qqrf %q» mqt# 
3$ %tqqq gnqRT nqra ftnq arm qrcmra i Jf qftstqRftq; 
q’ftq ares, qq sit qqratq qrRT&n^t stsst q sm^T tfji ?qfa ftRsft^qqr 
fliftdVm qaX^MWw wn qqq tw-'fl 11% anqaoqiq tt. 

5R ^pW<W t qt fttRSOTT arqqiqRtR anjqqrt Rftft ftftst 
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gTRfjT ant. <T^gT|qRf 3TTOTT&r toff JJWI ftq> q>ROTTsff gfrraft gTR 
%# g R &t teST %oMT SRWT# fg g RT3 ^ SRT^R Rf?ff g*frnW«S 
ggiRT g^lg sqsag $sg ant. rMt gg kM° g«fte qftsgr gttfTg 
ggrarf in ‘ l^r#fts tr^ra ansq^ ’ a?r ggMT it* Rttf amsgT qatTaRRT 
g l^^TT ST33 t>«5 |ffi; g RTRT gtR TOg<f ®TT^f ‘ S^gf’^ td<4l(t CRT. 
RRd< OT K\\s gT# STT&RT <MTtrfg ggR^MT PlftriR RTR gg=R ^fag 
ftaggtg atMHT gR anw. qrfl: ^t% ugrai^ aftggt# gfR 353 s^mt sft 
sr&j grg< ant. it m tgafig f^%T ant. gTg^ rMR sgg 

rmt jfsiT^Rt^ff ggrftg gm g n^tgrtn^ ?sm #£t gigTR *zw> 1 # 
arcft|i4 aril, tgsg# Rf# 3#»RftggT, fgf%Rq> g anqtg Majarerffc 
*rt^ g|<g qaft itg gr#. gTRffo an<MT wrfi ■ftqftg g d^OsHK fo# 
Riggg 5 ^j *rf%5 qRgT# gggg t^T# RfgT qjTtrq towt gs|tfr. 
a# 3Rdtf| Ri# “ ang#^ <Rg ” if'jp | $t 4 %i gTgg=g anifr g< f#|&RT 
*M# gRR qt®. gr 3g< gqHt 1231 gg ## f^gt^fr arf 5 tJim 4 a?R%^ 
amgi<ijfo toRmw am# sftqgfo ann# anifg. Jt^rr arrcqsqfg 1 ? 

W)qgf«lT <MT<1I<J1HT qRTcRg argRTgS ITT WITg <T3RT %5 MT R ft#T 

qTWNRT^t artsR gTgqggT gres qRRTg amrig angg grzg arTt. g§ qT£ 
*Mig f^sRcMT qqrgRff g^g ansrg< 3 rrtRT <gi3*rg# f#|# ants. rtr- 
sr# rt nagTtfi'ggqng'MT nggit nggrtqMT it gfcT %r rtrt <g*r% 
rt ^ff| ^ arr^t R^fa. gg gT srr% t^isg ggg ? g< ^ | # 
iWTgguR'MieT agT r^krt <tt^m ggTarra nwRT^t g ftgsRRft gfe 
fgssT^f rt gqrKRT gg^rt gfosg gmr gggfg ^g<i zrik g I^mmt 
R tf wmt qqrgq'jRT^ajf, f^gT |g<t€ gg< <mi< , i|«itmt g^rgT^^rt, 

gr#g gRRTgf^r <T|g sm{f. gi^% gTffg, g *m gt^fg argrt q^t 
# sgRTf^RT f^Rig^g ^<jtrt qqrrMT ggrsngff fi r gaa t rt ggramT 
aftggg>gig grrg arRs^ gT <T«tgT^gfift g4g grg*ftg gT^® gra mtt 
gr^f. gr srvmt ^rg€t grgff am^T ngTgt<(t^ gg^qjgHt aft f^t 

ant gT ^ gmtgT grgsftg grt^ agrft amifg rt^T grat. <r ^g r |g t RT 
3«rr m. K^ gT^r m. 1 * ar^c ssgg^f stm. rr < T RRt |PT gg T < gi ^ 
sgg grg*pg g f||<gRgff ggg an^gT gg^ g qftfag r^Nt gt^t- 
5 <St, q<g£t€r g®R ggg^ an^s ant. RTgg< gT. <\s a^jq% %ggr 3 
«FR§gTg, mg, gftg, ^gfg, f^fr, g^g g^ft faggot gftggf^f <nft*fr. Rf?fte 
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nm? SWta wsWf <r wfa *rr pg^fg «ngr ft 

=gig^t $ftgig. ^t^it qqg ir^wr# gfa srgg grig 
m5sr, tiz g^ ? u^r qf=q m#r^ gfa srr^t sni transit wivtHT 
EkPkm t gqgqgqfte g^g grggfaT gn *ror Ringgit m f^r gmt- 
otF qi [#. Xwt g’fa gitfT “ wfiargt g ^ 

3^ g 3Tl|. qftg 3WU* 3TN53TT S^Rtct ^T^Fff W §«ff ^ 
irtrortta sm? maift c ttt|S. gt scsM wfjft g<fa^ 
fat%osg> qssftt snt. ar pgg>rgT sttw^Tt *i^ grig sregg 

%m, saXg g wrfcw M g 4-XmTqr it |X ari^T# tot =gtrr#g ^aT 

g jr^ft 3n®t 3 tt|. gT s^ctto 3tt%% grifr qRteXq; q^tgriNTt^n qfXacfte 
g qftfrg jt^ht ft:g?rq gs*ofa grariX g^f^T qrrroa^T ?gqqT w^gr g 
ygri sraXrr grrafg ^fs qjmgTgq, gqgfgK sqTi^T, g^ gtgnfrgT g *&sr 
3TR Xgq sTqi^qT stX fXtRiT w^<st it si«r sTNsqT firgqftgRr®gT iX 

Xg ^gitatat smsJiT gT fXftq g^gg grXflr ggrqXr gfrotT %^t «n%, 
gRsqTgi-gg qua aT^T. srXt it m qriigTigXTT gtf isrX =gi|?qMt arggg 

jrtXtt# gresigT g gg|f Xgr arefr 3 TtXt 3 itr^Rg toX 

* * # 

The Times of India, 1st September 1942 
His Highness the Raja of Bhor has written an interesting account of 
his last visit to Europe in connection with the Coronation festivities. 

The volume, lavishly produced with many illustrations is a picturesque 
record of his tour. 

* * * 

Asiatic Review, October 1942 

Raja Shrimant Sir Raghunathrao Shankarrao, K.C.I.E., the Ruler of 
Bhor, described for the benefit of his people his first visit to this country 
in 1930 under the title of Twenty-One Weeks in Europe . For a like 
purpose he narrates his experiences and impressions on a further visit 
in The Royal Coronation and My Second Trip to Europe (1937), when he 
was accompanied by a happy family party. An outstanding feature of 
this handsome volume is the excellent choice of photographs of the 
Coronation and of personal events connected with the tour and the 
family party accompanying the Raja. In his foreword, Lieut.-Colonel P. 
Gaisford compliments the Raja Saheb on having brought a serious and 
studious attitude of mind to bear on his travels, and on having bestowed 
much time and labour on the story. Many of the Raja Sahel/ s remarks 
show a discriminating view of English life, and his many British friends 
Will appreciate his kindly references, 





OPINIONS 


My dear Raja Saheb, 

I am glad to be able to tell you that Their Majesties have been 
graciously pleased to accept the copies of your book “The Royal 
Coronation and My Second Trip to Europe”. I have been particularly 
desired to convey to you Their Majesties' thanks for the copies and for 
the letter which accompanied them. 

Yours sincerely, 

Kolhapur, 7 Cosmo G. N. Edwards, 

14th November 1942. 5 Resident for Kolhapur and the Deccan States. 

• * * 

Dear Raja Saheb, 

I write to thank you for your letter of July 26th and for the copy of 
your book “Royal Coronation and My Second Trip to Europe”. I have 
only had time as yet to glance through its pages but it is clearly a most 
interesting record, and I look forward to a more leisurely perusal of 
your impressions on the Coronation and its functions, and on the many 
places you visited. You kindly refer in your letter to the visit you paid 
to my house in London in the spring of 1937. Believe me, Mrs. Amery 
and I have the pleasantest recollection of that occasion. May I conclude 
by assuring you that it is a gratification to me that the honour of K.C.I.E. 
has been conferred on you during my tenure of Office as Secretary of 
State. May you live many years to enjoy it. 

With kindest regards. 

Yours sincerely, 

Whitehall, London, 7 L. S. Amery, 

31st August 1942. j (Present) Secretary of State for India. 

* * * 

My dear Raja Saheb, 

The published account of the Royal Coronation and of your second 
trip to Europe which you have been kind enough to send me, has just 
arrived. 

Please accept my grateful thanks for this most interesting record of 
a most memorable occasion. It will give pleasure to a very wide circle 
of Your Highness's friends. 

With kind remembrances and all good wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 

Yorkshire, 7 Zetland, 

21st August 1942. 5 (Then) Secretary of State for India. 

# * * 


7 
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My dear Raja Saheb, 

Thank you very much for sending me a copy of your book, " Royal 
Coronation and My Second Trip to Europe ” which I have been reading 
with great pleasure and interest. It is kind of you to have sent it. 
I hope that you and your family are well and that all goes happily in 
Bhor. 

With all best wishes. 

Your sincere friend, 

London, S. W. 3, \ Frederick Sykes, 

22nd September 1942 . ) Ex-Governor of Bombay. 

» * * 


Dear Raja Saheb, 

I am so delighted with the book you have sent me and am looking 
forward so much to reading it. It was indeed kind of you to think of 
me and let me have it. Hoping you are well and my love to dear India. 

Yours gratefully, 

London, S. W. 1, ) Marie Willingdon, 

September 1942. 5 Wife of an Ex-Governor-General of India. 

«- * * 

Dear Raja Saheb, 

Thank you for your letter of 11th June and for sending me a copy of 
your book “ Royal Coronation and My Second Trip to Europe”. It 
was such a pleasure to meet you in 1937 and I am deeply touched by 
your kindness in letting me have this record of the inspiring happenings 
of that year. 

Yours sincerely, 

Kingsway, London, W. C. 2, } R. A. Butler, 

20th August 1942. j Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs. 

* * * 


My dear Raja Saheb, 

It is with the greatest interest and pleasure that I have read your 
beautiful and charming book, that you were so very kind as to send me. 

The photographs are most attractive and the account of your visit to 
England and your travels through the British Isles most interesting and 
instructive. If I may say so, your style is delightfully clear and good. 

Your account of Karlsbad roused old memories, for I used to go 
there with my father General Kincaid, when he was still alive. Karlsbad 
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was then part of Austria. No one then thought of it as part of Czecho- 
slovakia. I never saw Vienna. I wish I had, because in those days it 
was the Capital of the Hapsburg Empire and still the centre of all its 
romance and gaiety. 

I read with great interest your reference to me at page 111 and I also 
liked very much the photograph of yourself and myself at page 9 seated 
together on a sofa in Kensington Mansions. It was very good of you to 
have included it in your fascinating book. 

I do hope that your charming son whom I met at K. Mansions was 
the better for your trip to Europe and Karlsbad. 

With ever kind wish and ever so many thanks for remembering me 
and sending me a copy of your book. No gift could have pleased me 
more. 


Ever my dear friend. 

England, 7 
22nd August 1942. > 


Yours very sincerely, 

Charles A. Kincaid, 
Ex-High Court Judge (Bombay). 


# * * 


My dear Raja Saheb, 

Your very kind present of your book on the Coronation of Their 
Majesties in 1937 and your travels in Europe in that year has reached 
me and is greatly appreciated by me. It is a charming and interes ting 
gift, and I write to thank you very much for it. What a pleasurable 
time it must have been for you and I trust that your health has benefited 
from your consultation with Austrian and other Doctors. I hope that 
you and your family are all quite well and in this hope Lady Wilber- 
force-Bell joins me. We do not hear a great deal of news from India 
these days and the doings of Congress alone have found much place 
lately in the news. But all seems well. 

We are all in England bent on the war and we hope it will not be 
long before we are able to resume a general offensive. I would not 
live to be a Nazi commander when that happens. With all kind remem- 
brances and good wishes, and again thank you very much for remember- 
ing me and sending me the Travel book. 

Yours very sincerely, 
Harold Wilberforce-Bell, 

Eastrington 12 7 Ex-Agent to the Governor-General for 

19th August 1942. J the Deccan States and Resident at Kolhapur. 

* * # 
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Dear Raja Saheb, 

Thank you for sending me a copy of your book “ Royal Coronation 
and My Second Trip to Europe’ This forms a most interesting record 
of a historic occasion, to which the photographs give an added charm. 

Thank you so much. 

Yours sincerely, 

London, S. W. 1, } Richard Law, 

21st September 1942. •> M. P. 

# * * 


My dear Raja Saheb, 

Your letter of the 18th June arrived yesterday, together with a 
copy of your recent publication entitled, “Royal Coronation and My 
Second Trip to Europe”. I remember well reading, “Twenty-one 
Weeks in Europe ’ ’ , which told of your tour abroad in 1930, when I had 
the great pleasure of seeing you on more than one occasion in London, 
and at my home. 

I only wish that I had been in England during your Coronation 
visit, as both Lady Wilson and I would have been so glad to have seen 
you and the family again. 

I have thoroughly enjoyed reading your book of the story of the 
Coronation and your visit to various centres in Europe was, I can assure 
you, really interesting. The photographs, apparently, were taken 
mainly by the Yuwaraj, and have added greatly to the interest of the 
book, and these personal little snapshots do mean so much, in addition 
to the ordinary more or less official photographs. 

All that I can really say is that we both enjoyed reading the book 
very much and I have to thank you very warmly indeed for sending me 
a copy. The only blot on our pleasure in reading of your tour was to 
think of those places which you visited in Europe and which now are 
so unhappily in the hands of the Nazis, and even Vichy itself is not by 
any means a free City, as it is more or less, practically owned by the 
Germans, . It is really extremely sad to think of the glories of the past 
of these famous places, and their position to-day. 

One can only hope that the time is not far distant, when it will be 
possible for us to go back and visit these historic spots and places which 
were of such benefit to all people in the past, in days of peace agaiiK 

Both Lady Wilson and I send our warmest regards to you and all 
your family. We trust that you are very well, and I feel sure that you 
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are carrying on that excellent work which you have always done in the 
interests of the people of Bhor. 

Your sincere friend, 
Leslie Wilson, 

Brisbane, > Governor of Queensland and 

August 14th, 1942. > Ex-Governor of Bombay. 

* # # 

My dear Raja Saheb, 

I duly received in this office yesterday by book-post your account 
of the ‘ Royal Coronation and your Second Trip to Europe’. I am 
most grateful for the gift and for your letter of June 11 accompanying 
it. This volume will take its place on my bookshelves with the account 
of your first visit to Europe, which from time to time I look at, and 
which also interests members of my family. The account of the Corona- 
tion is particularly detailed and impressive, and I congratulate you 
upon obtaining so many excellent photographs to accompany the text. 
As Colonel Gaisford remarks in his Foreword, you brought a serious 
and studious attitude of mind to bear on your travels, and you have not 
grudged time and labour in making the record as complete as possible. 
I have to thank you also for the kind personal reference made to me at 
page 110. 

With kind regards and many thanks. 

I am, yours sincerely, 

London, S. W. I. > F. H. Brown, 

3rd September 1942. ) Hon. Secretary, East India Association. 

» * # 


Dear Raja Saheb, 

It is so nice of you to send me your book and I will read it with 
much interest. You seem to have had a most comprehensive tour 
and I am sure that your sons and daughters must have enjoyed it 
enormously. 

Yours sincerely, 

Doreen Linlithgow, 
Vicerene. 


* * . * 


Simla, 

2nd June 1942. 
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My dear Raja Saheb, 

I write to acknowledge, with many thanks, the receipt of your book 
describing your travels in Europe in 1937. I have read it all through 
with great pleasure and interest and feel really grateful to you for the 
manner in which you have thus arranged to share with your friends the 
enjoyment which you and your family derived from these most interest- 
ing journeys and experiences. 

I feel that my thanks are also due to your son for the numerous 
excellent photographs which are special features of the book. 

Yours sincerely, 

New Delhi, } K. S. Fitze, 

30th May 1942. j Political Secretary to Government of India. 

* * * 


My dear friend, 

Many thanks for Your Highness’ letter of the 6th June and for so 
kindly sending me a copy of your publication “Royal Coronation and 
My Second Trip to Europe ”. 

I have already glanced through it and it seems to have been extre- 
mely well got up with great care and labour and I hope to read more of 
it at leisure. 


Hoping that Your Highness is very well and with best wishes. 


Camp Bombay, ■) 
18th June 1942..' 


Yours sincerely, 

Ganga Singh, 
Maharaja of Bikaner. 


* 


* 


Dear Raja Saheb, 

„ 1 thank y° u very much for the copy of your recent publication 

Royal Coronation and My Second Trip to Europe ”, which I read with 
much interest. I was more than pleased to read kindly references to 
my father. 

With best wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 

Java Chamaraja Wadiyar, 
Maharaja of Mysore. 

» # » 


Mysore, ) 
8th July 1942. J 
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Dear Raja Saheb, 

Many thanks for a copy of your recent publication “Royal Corona- 
tion and My Second Trip to Europe”. 

Travel has an educational value for those who undertake it, but its 
value is enhanced manifold by personages like you who place the ex- 
perience and benefit they derive from such extensive travels at the 
disposal of our countrymen. To a few among those even who go abroad 
comes the opportunity of witnessing such historical functions as the 
“ Coronation”. 


I congratulate you on the successful termination of your travel 
which was undertaken under happy circumstances when peace and tran- 
quillity reigned supreme, in the company of those dear and near to you. 

The book will be of much interest to every one into whose hands it 
goes either because it revives old memories or because it sharpens 
desire to visit art treasures and places of rare beauty when peace and 
tranquillity replace turmoil once more. 


Dungarpur, 1 
7th July 1942.5 


Yours sincerely, 

Laksman Singh, 
Maharawal of Dungarpur. 


* * * 


Dear Rajesaheb, 

I received your kind letter dated 6th June 1942 and a copy of your 
book “ Royal Coronation and My Second Trip to Europe”. Please 
accept my sincere thanks for your kind thoughts in sending the book to 
me. I find the book very interesting and I am sure it will be found 
useful by persons anxious to know something about the West but are 
not fortunate enough to visit Europe. 

I was delighted to hear that your daughter and son have passed their 
University examinations and may I request you to convey my hearty 
congratulations to them ? 

Hoping you are in the best of health. 

Yours sincerely, 

Kolhapur, 7 Tarabai Chhatrapati, 

9th June 1942. 5 Senior Maharanisaheb of Kolhapur. 

# * * 
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* * * 


My dear Sir Raja Saheb, 

Extremely glad and thankful for your having so very kindly sent 
me a copy of your recent publication— " Royal Coronation and My 
Second Trip to Europe ” . I find the book very interesting and also 
very instructive. I am sure that it will add to my knowledge and 
broaden my outlook. I heartily thank you once again for this kindness 
of yours. 

We are all doing well and hope that this finds you all in the enjoy- 
ment of excellent health. 


Madhavpur, > 

17th June-1942, ) 

# 


Yours sincerely, 

,G. M. Patwardhan, 
Raja of Kurundwad Junior, 

* * 
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My dear Raja Saheb, 

Your kind letter dated 7-6 is duly to hand and I have the pleasure 
to acknowledge receipt of your recent publication— “ Royal Coronation 
and My Second Trip to Europe ” . It was very kind of you to have 
sent me a presentation copy of the same. I have gone through the 
whole book. It’s illustrations are superb and in years to come when 
peace once again descends on Europe it would be interesting to revisit 
the places again and see how much havoc has been caused by this 
maddenning War of aggression and oppression. I am confident that the 
book will have a wider appeal than what it might be expected to have. 

I continue to be in Pindi for the present. 

I hope this finds you and the ruling family of Bhor in excellent 
health and spirits, as it leaves me here. 

With best wishes and all regards. 

Yours sincerely, 

Rawalpindi, 7 Raghubir Sinh, 

18th June 1942. J Yuwaraj of Sitamau. 

* « * 


Dear Sir, 

My Raja Bahadur understands that His Highness the Raja Saheb of 
Bhor has written a very interesting book on his visit to England for the 
Coronation. 

As my Raja Bahadur is also very interested in travels he would very 
much like to have a copy of it. So if possible I shall be grateful if you 
can kindly send a copy of it to me. 

Daspalla State, 7 Offg. Personal Assistant to 

31st August 1942. > Raja Bahadur, Daspalla. 

The Private Secretary to His Highness the Raja Saheb of Bhor, Bhor. 
* * * 


My dear Raja Saheb, 

Very many thanks for the kind presentation of the most interesting 
book about Your Highness’s travels in Europe which has been very 
enjoyable reading. 

I toured all over Europe and returned late in 1938 and did it by 
car with a combined Chauffeur, interpreter and guide and saw quite a 
bit of the Continent, apart of course being in Great Britain for nearly 
% months. 
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One shudders when the thought comes to mind what these wonderful 
places must be now in these heavy bombardments. 

Again thanking Your Highness for the most interesting book. 

Yours sincerely, 

Daspalla State, \ Kishor Chandradeo Bhanja, 

19th September 1942. ) Raja of Daspalla. 

* * * 


My dear Raja Saheb, 

I am so much obliged to you for the copy of your book “Royal 
Coronation and My Second Trip to Europe”. It is most interesting. 
I have read some of it and looked at many of the pictures. When I have 
more time, I shall read the rest of it. I remember the Tea Party you 
refer to at page 117. 

I hope you are enjoying good health. 

Yours very sincerely, 

Bombay, 7 John Beaumont, 

30th June 1942. > Chief Justice. 

* # * 

My dear Shrimant Raja Saheb, 

* I have read your present work with avidity and pleasure and have 
appreciated your graphic descriptions and have enjoyed your keen 
observations and apt remarks, as especially I have had the pleasure of 
visiting most of the places described by you, although my visits were 
hurried and so I have derived much "more information than I had ex- 
perienced. 

The Coronation Ceremony has been so vividly described as to make 
the reader, who has visited the sites on other occasions bring before 
one’s memory and enable him to feel as if he was witnessing the scene 
described by you. 

The photographs, with which the volume is illustrated add to the 
pleasure of going through the Volume. 

Again expressing my obligations to you for your kind gift and 
wishing you long life, happiness and prosperity. 

Yours sincerely, 

_ Indore, 7 M, V. Kibe. 

15th June 19+2. S Ex-Minister, Indore. 

* * * 
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My dear Raja Saheb, 

Many thanks for Your Highness’ letter of the 7th. I appreciate 
your kindly thought in sending me a copy of your book. 

I have read your book with much interest. Your accounts of the 
Coronation Ceremony and impressions of the places visited by you are 
most interesting. 

With kindest regards. 


Baroda, 
23rd June 1942 


J 


I am, Yours sincerely, : 
V. T. Krishnamachari, 
Diwan, Baroda. 


* # * 


Shrimant Sarkar, 

I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of a copy of Your 
Highness’s recent publication “ Royal Coronation and My Second Trip 
to Europe ” 1942. 

I am grateful to Your Highness to find references made in the 
publication about my work in Bhor during your absence in Europe on 
tour. I am indeed delighted to find that whenever an opportunity offers. 
Your Highness has been pleased to make reference to my humble 
services in Bhor in your public speeches and writings. For this act of 
kindness I cannot adequately express my gratitude. 

Your Highness’s 

ever obedient and humble servant, 

Jamkhandi, 7 M. N. Hulyal, 

18th June 1942 . ) Ex-Dewan, Bhor. 

* * * 


' Royal Coronation and My Second Trip to Europe 1937 ’ by Sir 
Raghunathrao alias Babasaheb Pant Sachiv, Raja Saheb of Bhor, is a very 
interesting and instructive work. As the title indicates, the book mainly 
deals with incidents connected with the Coronation of Emperor George 
VI, which took place in 1937. The Coronation of a King is a ritual and 
ceremony the ideals and details of which enable us to enter into the very 
spirit that throbs in the life of his administration and subjects. The 
lucid, succinct and first-hand account of the Coronation of George VI, 
which the Raja Saheb has given in the present work, enables us to under- 
stand and appreciate the qualities of patriotism, organisation, unity, high 
sense of duty and propriety and the love of constitutionalism, that 
animate the British people. The style of the author is quite adequate to 
the task and conjures before the mental eye of the reader the picture of 
the pomp and grandeur of the British Empire, as it was reflected in the 
Coronation Ceremony performed at its capital in 1937. Many readers 
must, no doubt, have read telegraphic summaries of this ceremony as 
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given in daily newspapers on that occasion. But if a person wants to get 
a connected account in a permanent form of the Coronation Ceremony 
he will have to turn to the present work. How the seats are arranged, 
how the Royal procession enters the Abbey, how the king is presented 
to the assembled people, how they are asked whether they would accept 
him as their ruler, how he takes the coronation oath, how he is then 
annointed, invested and enthroned, — is all graphically described by 
the author* The picture raised before our mental eye by the graphic 
style is rendered still more realistic by the scores of artistic photo- 
graphs of the occasion, which beautify the book and proclaim the artistic 
skill of the photographer, the Yuvaraj Bhausaheb of Bhor. 

Chapters II, III and V describe the medical and health resort 
facilities of Vienna, Karlsbad and Vichy and Chapter IV describes the 
International Exhibition held in Paris in 1937. They are full of valuable 
information and are also sumptuously illustrated. They refer to and 
describe an Europe which no longer is in existence today ; while reading 
them, the reader is reminded of the famous verse of Bhartrihari, which 
proclaims the vanity of human grandeur : — 
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The book is a very valuable and instructive work and is an unmis- 
takable proof of the literary taste and ability and the discriminating eye 
of its royal author. It deserves to be on the shelf of every lover of 
books and library. 

Benares, ) Dr. A. S. Altekar, M.A.,LL.B.,D.Litt. , 

25th May 1942. 5 Professor, Benares Hindu University. 

* * * 


Dear Sir, 

The undersigned took an early opportunity of reading the contents 
and was very interested indeed with all His Highness has written. 
The material and the accompanying photographs make a very good 
record of the trip and the Coronation, and we shall be pleased to keep 
the book handy here for anyone who wishes to read the same. 

We beg to remain. 

Yours faithfully, 

Bombay, \ G. H. Brown, 

22nd June 1942. 5 For Pro. Thos. Cook & Son, Ltd. 

The Private Secretary to His Highness the Raja of Bhor, Bhor. 

* * « 
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Dear Sir, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of the copy of “ Royal Corona- 
tion 55 which His Highness the Raja Saheb so kindly presented to H. 
M. S. Ranchi. 

I, and my brother officers of this ship, are extremely grateful for 
this interesting book, and I have no. doubt that it will remain in the 
Library for many years as an interesting memento of that auspicious 
event, and of His Highness the Raja Saheb 5 s voyage in our ship. 

I remain, 

Yours sincerely, 

H.M.S. Ranchi, *) Sub.-Lt. R. N. V. R. 

London, 1st November 1942. J Hon. Librarian. 

The Private Secretary to His Highness the Raja of Bhor, Bhor. 

* * * 

May it please Your Highness, 

Your monumental book “ Royal Coronation and My Second Trip to 
Europe 55 is a masterpiece and I shall reckon it a piece of good fortune 
if I can have a copy of the same. If it can be had at some price the 
same may graciously be intimated to me to be remitted in advance to 
obtain the book subsequently. 

With dutiful respects and apologies. 

I am. 

Your Highness 5 most respectfully, 

Ajmer, 7 Mohanlal, 

22nd June 1942. J Constitutional Adviser to C. I. Chiefs, 

* # * 

May it please Your Highness, 

I feel it a very high honour indeed to be the recipient of Your High- 
ness 5 gracious gift of your monumental book u Royal Coronation and 
My Second Visit to Europe 55 . It displays Your Highness 5 great broad- 
mindedness, keen observation and perception and above all your versa- 
tile talents such as is rarely seen amongst the noble order of Princes 
and Ruling Chiefs in India. I feel it my humble duty to pay my warm 
tribute to Your Highness 5 literary taste which is characteristic of your 
illustrious family. May Providence be pleased to grant you a long life 
of increasing glory and prosperity so that not only your State but the 
entire order of the Ruling Princes and the Indian community in general 
may reap the beneBts of your ripe experience, sound judgment and 
broad vision ! 
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As Your Highness has a heart of gold I venture to implore Your 
Highness to magnanimously bestow upon me a copy of your marvellous 
publication which contains an account of your 1st trip to Europe as also 
Your Highness 5 autographed Photo which may inspire and stimulate me 
and make plainer and brighter the path I must tread. 

With dutiful homage and apologies. 

I beg to subscribe myself for ever 
Your Highness 5 respectfully, 

Ajmer, \ Mohanlal, 

13th July 1942. j Constitutional Adviser to C. I. Chiefs. 

* * * 


Dear Sir, 

It is a special pleasure to thank His Highness the Raja Saheb of 
Bhor for his gracious and generous gift of his recent publication, 
“ Royal Coronation and My Second Trip to Europe 5 \ 

His Highness 5 previous kind gift describing his First Trip to Europe 
has been a most interesting volume to read ; and we count it an honour 
to receive this second excellent publication for our Mission Library at 
Nasrapur, where it will be retained as previously requested. 

We again express our deepest gratitude to His Highness for his 
kindness. 

Yours sincerely, 

Nasrapur, 7 j. w. Stothard. 

18th June 1942 . I Poona and Indian Village Mission. 

The Private Secretary to the Raja of Bhor, Bhor. 


* 





INTRODUCTION 


Hardly did I ever think on my return from my first tour of 
Europe in 1930 that I would have an occasion to visit the Continent 
again. But strange indeed are divine dispensations. After the 
first impulses of the genuine grief felt all over the world for the 
most lamentable demise of His late Majesty King George V in the 
beginning of 1936 began to subside, announcement was made that 
the Coronation Ceremony of the successor to the Throne of 
England would be celebrated with due pomp and ceremony in 
May 1937 according to the traditional and time-honoured rituals. 
As a loyal Indian Ruler a thought spontaneously flashed upon my 
mind that I should avail myself of the rare opportunity of wit- 
nessing the greatest world pageant and tender my respectful homage 
and heartiest felicitations to the King Emperor by personal atten- 
dance. The pleasant idea that the invigorating climate of Europe 
would also greatly benefit my health like my first tour and help to 
rehabilitate my constitution which had not completely recovered 
from my long illness in 1932, due to the sad demise of my wife 
late Sou. Laxmibai Saheb, assisted me in finally determining to 
make a second tour abroad and I made all my arrangements on 
the lines of my first tour. I had settled to take Yuwraj Bhausaheb. 
the Rajkumars Bapusaheb and Raosaheb and the Rajkumaris 
Padmavatiraje and the eldest grand-daughter Vimalaraje with me 
this time. It was decided to sail from Bombay by the “S. S. 
Ranchi " of the P. & O. on the 17th April 1937 so as to reach 
London just ip time to see the Coronation festivities almost from 
the optset. I was staying in London for a month and this time 
I had arranged to put up in the Kensington Palace Mansions 
Hotel hear the Albert Memorial. Owing to the rightly anticipated 
great rush of the Coronation guests and visitors from the four 
comers of the world, suitable accommodation had to be reserved 
months in advance everywhere and naturally at a considerable 
cost. From London I went to Vienna to take expert medical 
advice of that medically famous place about my health and that 



of the Yuwaraj Bhausaheb and spent more than a fortnight there, 
visiting the beautiful environments of the Land of Music in my 
leisure moments. From there I visited the famous Spa of Karlsbad 
in Czechoslovakia. After passing about ten days in that pleasant 
health-resort, I turned towards Paris to have at least a glimpse of 
the Great International Exhibition, as it was incomplete even till 
then. Spending the first week of July in the Capital of France 
and occasionally refreshing my reminiscences by renewed visits 
to the famous Versailles Palace with the enchanting gardens 
surrounding it, and a few other familiar places, I paid a day’s 
hurried visit to Vichy, the Queen of Spa. From there I arrived at 
Marseilles to catch the “S. S. Ranapura” which was to sail there- 
from on the 10th of July 1937. After two weeks’ monotonous 
journey through the waters I returned to Bombay on Thursday 
at 4 p.m. on the 22nd idem and ran to Poona the same night. 
As it was the height of the rainy season I and my party had brief 
experience of mild sea-sickness. I therefore took a few days’ rest 
at Poona as it was felt quite necessary, and arrived at Bhor on the 
29th .amidst the hearty welcome of my subjects. 

Just a few days before proceeding to Europe this time, I had 
published a book "Twenty-one Weeks in Europe” describing in 
detail my foreign tour made in the year 1930. It was very useful 
during my travel as I was able to make a complimentary present 
of it to my friends and well-wishers whom I had occasion to 
visit while in London and elsewhere. The keen and warm 
appreciation of that book coupled with the insisting suggestion 
that I should pen the account of my Second Tour led me to think 
in this direction. And I am glad to admit that I readily accepted 
the suggestion, with the same objects with which I wrote my last 
book as explained in the introduction to that work. The present 
book is naturally confined in its scope, as my journey this time 
amounted to half of the former period and covered only three 
cities and two health-resorts. Besides I had to avoid the repetition 
of the former details and the general impressions. The ensuing 
few pages have, therefore, been solely devoted to describing the 
new things that I was able to see during my sojourn and 1 trust 
it will not be found to be wearisome. 
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In preparing this volume Rao Saheb A. R. Joshi, b.a. ll.b., 
who accompanied me during this tour also was of very great 
assistance to me as last time. But I deeply regret to record here 
the sad demise of Rao Saheb Joshi in 1938 and the anguish is all 
the more heightened by the thought that he is not alive to see this 
book. Dr. B. S. Joshi, m.b., b.s., Durbar Surgeon, whom I had 
taken with me to look after myself and the health of the party 
usefully helped me in writing about the medical facilities available 
at Vienna and the Spas. To both of them I am sincerely thank- 
ful for their co-operation. 

The readers will find that some of the statements especially 
those relating to the political status of some Continental countries 
with the other e. g. Austria, need amendment, but it should be 
remembered that the account was written immediately after our 
return to India. So, it is suggested that while reading the book 
the readers should please make a prior mental note that the book 
tries to give and depict the situation as we saw in our tour in 1937. 
Much water has flown since then and there are also some political 
upheavals in some of the Continental countries. The present 
World War has immensely modified the map of Europe, but with 
that we are not here concerned. 

The delay in publishing this book was unavoidable as I had 
to undergo an operation and consequent illness was inevitable. 
Besides the Celebrations of my 60th Birth-day Anniversary kept 
me engaged for a number of days. 

This preface would be certainly incomplete if no specific 
mention be made about the Yuwaraj who with his zeal and 
eagerness took so many snaps and photos of various places visited 
by us. It is only through his assistance in this respect that the 
book contains so many interesting photos of our tour. 

It gives me immense pleasure to state that a very lucid, 
appreciative and racy Foreword to my present book is penned 
by no less a personality than our esteemed Resident for Kolhapur 
and the Deccan States who was kind enough to go through the 
account of my present book. The perusal of the Foreword 
will surely bring home to the mind of the reader the desirability. 



nay the necessity, of undertaking tours to countries which have 
made gigantic strides in the realm of various Arts and Learning. 
Much more can be said about this learned Foreword but I deli- 
berately refrain myself from making any further remark in the 
hope that the reader should form his own estimate about it. 
I once again would like to place on record my genuine grateful- 
ness and sincere thanks to the worthy Residen Lt.-Col. P. Gaisford 
for the regard and esteem shown by him. 

Now to conclude, I must say that my only apology in 
bringing out this sister volume consists in my firm belief that the 
impressions gathered and things seen in my tour should be made 
known to others. I have, with a view to facilitate the easy grasp 
of the matter, inserted a sufficient number of photos. I therefore 
trust that the book will serve its purpose and be a source of 
inspiration and occasional instruction to its kind readers. 


R. S. Pant Sachiv, 
Raja of Bhor. 
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CHAPTER I 

CORONATION FESTIVITIES IN LONDON 


Reception at 
Aden 


My sojourn from Bhor to London for the Coronation was 
not, in general, of a different character from what 
it was in* 1930. I had the same kind of hearty 
farewell in Bhor, Poona and Bombay as when I 
went abroad last time. At Aden Dr. Aphale and Mrs. Snehalata- 
bai Joshi, B, A., cordially welcomed me and the Yuwaraj on behalf 
of the Deccan and Gujarathi inhabitants of Shaikh Othman and 
the Steamer Point and I was taken to Shaikh where I was enter- 
tained to a sumptuous Tea-party on their joint behalf. I was 
greatly impressed with the amity and unity of the Indians 
assembled there and it was specially gratifying to meet Mrs. 
Aphale and Mrs. Joshi of Bhor, the latter being the first matri- 
culated girl from the Bhor High School and the first lady graduate 
from my Capital. 


Aden was now a de facto separate Crown Colony and it was 
disconcerting to think that its connection with Bombay developed 
for about a century was on the way of gradual decline, as was 
apparent from the talk of some of the Bombay staff there, in 
regard to returning to India ere long. It is hoped that this tie 
will not be altogether severed in pursuance of the promises given 
by Government from time to time to maintain the facilities afford- 
ed to Indians respecting business and service. 

At Port-Said the attractive advertisements on the shore, of the 
_ . then impending Paris Exhibition and the arrival of 

the Paris Exhi- some of the representatives from Palestine for the 
bition Coronation were noteworthy. Already there were 

in the S. S. Ranchi the representatives for the Coronation from 
Malaya, including His Highness the Sultan of Pahang who were 
joined at Bombay by Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy, President of the 
Council of State, Mr. Mian Mahommed Rafi, Bar-at Law, Secretary 
to the Legislative Assembly, Rai Bahadur Lala Ram Saran Das, 
Member of the Council of State and Sir Cowasjee Jehangir the 
Coronation representatives of the Indian Legislatures. This 
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association of Coronation Representatives in the Steamer gave a 
tinge of the Coronation atmosphere to the environments therein 
and prepared us well in advance to partake of the then approach- 
ing enjoyable festivities. 

The remarkable improvements in the facilities afforded in 
the Steamer which struck me were among others 
improvement* provision of tea-trays for second saloon passen- 
•nces m the gets instead of ready-made tea m a cup and basin, 
w ®amer supply of suitable smaller tubs and buckets for 

sweet water in the bath-rooms and glass- pan covers for the decks 
in order to protect the passengers from climatic cold or rain while 
engaged in playing, resting or after-dinner dancing, provision of a 
Radio-set, free deck chairs, greater accommodation for playing and 
open air and pressure pipes in lieu of plain ones in the cabins. 
The mention of notable points and a greater variety of eatables 
on the menus appeared to me to be particularly remarkable and 
interesting. For instance, it was intimated on the reverse of the 
22nd April’s breakfast menu, while we were passing through the 
Red Sea that the Ship would pass at 11-30 a. m. Centre Peak 
Island Light-house on the Starboard side and Twelve Apostles 
at 12-45 p. M. Similarly we were informed of the arrival of the 
Jabal Attair Light-house at 2 p. m. abeam to Starboard. By the 
same process we learnt on the 24th idem that the Brothers Islands 
will be passed just after noon and highland of Egypt will be 
visible on portside during the afternoon on that day. Shadwan 
Island Light-house was seen abeam to port while on the point of 
the ship entering Suez Gulf at 5 p. m. and Ashrafi Island Light 
and Ras Gharib Light were passed subsequently after an interval 
of 2 and 5 hours. It was really gratifying to see how increasing 
attention is being paid by the Steamship Companies towards pro- 
viding greater and greater comforts to the passengers so as to 
make the long sea-journey as easy and happy as possible. 

There was a far greater number of children in the Steamer 
both homeward or outward than was the case when I travelled in 
the year 1930. It may be a pure coincidence. But it naturally 
gave me an idea of closely watching the homely life of the 
Westerners for a continuously pretty long time. The same keen 
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attention to cleanliness and keeping to time in serving their meals 
and every other respect was easily remarkable. The universal 
joyfulness of the children whether playing on the decks or kept in 
the prams, particularly appealed to my mind and I often thought 
how the European parents were happy in that they were quite 
free from the crying and troublous tendency of Indian children. 
One of the reasons obviously appeared to be the good health due 
mainly to climate, but developed by maternity and child-welfare 
activities for years together in no less a degree, The children 
were no doubt according to universal tendencies haughty, and 
boisterous. But it was saturated with an air of pleasantnesst 
Their games and plays also showed the spirit of boldness and 
militarism inculcated in the European children from their infancy 
as was visible from the toy-guns brandished by them near their 
tiny fortresses pitched on the decks. 

At Malta, there was nothing particular except that we saw 
from our ship a battle-cruiser lying in anchor there. On our 
arrival in Marseilles, I proceeded direct from the Dock to London 
by the afternoon P. and O. Special Express with the Yuwaraj and 
the Rajkumars and Rajkumaris, while the staff followed me from 
the St. Charles Station, greeting the four-coloured P. and O. flag 
which commemorates the early history of the Company when i. 
acquired precious trading facilities from Portugal and Spain on 
account of the valuable help rendered by its early founders to 
these countries in the Portuguese and Carist insurrections in the 
thirties of the last century. It was also a remarkable coincidence 
that the P. & O. Company was just completing its first centenary. 
During the spare time I was staying in the Steamer except a brief 
interval when I again paid a visit to the Notre Dame de la Garde 
with the children. 

I arrived in London at the Victoria Station at 4 p.m. via 
Calais and Dover on the 1st of May 1937, when 
London ** ** the Raja Saheb of Jamkhindi who had gone there 
ahead was kind enough to greet me. My friend 
Mr. Timms, retired Executive Engineer-Mutha Canals Division, and 
Captain Allanson of the Cooks were also present there to welcome 
me. From the Victoria Station we went to the Kensington Palace 
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Mansions where I had reserved three spacious and suitable flats 
well in advance, in view of the probability of not getting conveni- 
ent quarters owing to the rush of visitors for the Coronation from 
every part of the world. Soon after my arrival at the residence, 
my friend Mr. C. B. Pooley, c. I. E., retired Superintendent 
Engineer-Deccan Irrigation Division, Bombay Presidency, purposely 
came to greet me there, from near Birmingham. He wanted to 
catch me at the Station, but was late on account of being held up 
on the way by traffic. I was staying in London for full one 
month and during this period, I had numerous experiences of 
thus being held up owing to the tremendous traffic of the metro- 
polis. For this reason, I always took care to start pretty earlier 
when I had to keep up important engagements. 

From the 3rd of May I received a number of invitations for 
the public functions arranged in connection with the Coronation, 
both official and private, and since then I was getting similar calls 
almost every day till my departure. 

In the course of the month the total number of such invita- 
tions was no less than 50. Some of them I was 
in ?ke g mo^th nts unable to accept as they were for functions which 
were to take place after the date I had fixed for 
leaving London, while it did not become possible for me to attend 
a few others owing to clash of engagements or similar other 
unavoidable reasons. Besides I had to keep up appointments for 
interviews with high personages and friends or well-wishers and 
to attend to purely private social items such as tea, lunch or dinner 
parties offered by or given to the more intimate of them. In these 
circumstances, it will be seen that on an average, I had to fulfil 
not less than three engagements every working day. Consequent- 
ly I had very little time in this second tour to pay attention to 
sight-seeing. Nor had I that intention in my mind on the present 
occasion, as I had had a sufficient glimpse of the same in my 
previous tour. Hence I did very little sight-seeing which I would 
briefly describe later on. The young Rajkumars and Rajkumaris 
had, however, to do it and I entrusted the same to one Mr. Des 
Raj and my Durbar Surgeon who, I am glad to say, discharged 
their task admirably. The former is a Punjabi Indian who has 
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settled in London for about 20 years and become thoroughly con- 
versant with the ways and means in the West. I was satisfied with 
his services during my stay in the Imperial Capital and so I made 
over to him all my arrangements in regard to the travel on 
the Continent. It gives me a great pleasure to say here at once 
that Mr. Raj did his best to make the journey of my party quite 
comfortable and enjoyable and acquitted himself quite well in this 
direction also. 


The important events that took place in the week preceding 

Events in the ^ Coronation were the Marchioness of London- 
week preceding derry’s Reception and those of the President and 
the Coronation Council of the Royal Asiatic Society and the Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies and the At-Home Parties of Sardar 
Mohansing, Adviser to the Secretary of State for India, Lord 
Clydesdale and the Speaker of the House of Commons. Mrs. (now 
Countess) Baldwin and the Rt. Hon’ble Mr. (now Earl) Baldwin 
had arranged a Garden Party on the eve of the Coronation. But it 
had to be cancelled on account of rain. The lecture of Dr. Collin 
G. Davies, Oxford University Reader of Indian History at the 
India House arranged by Sir Firozkhan Noon, High Commissioner 
for India, on “ India and Queen Victoria ” under the President- 
. , ,. ship of H. H. the Maharaja Gaekwar of Baroda 
course on Queen on the 4th May was an appropriate prelude to 
Victoria the Coronation festivities, as Queen Victoria was 

the first of the three Sovereigns in whose reigns, the high 
standard and respect for the constitutional monarchy for which 
the British Empire is aptly proud, was gradually developed. 

importance of dilating upon the binding forces of the Empire 
the Sovereign in and discussing the relations between its various 
3* he nst British parts, the speaker most opportunely pointed out the 
Empire supreme importance of the Sovereign in the British 

Empire’s constitution when he reminded the audience of the late 
Mr. Gladstone's words viz. “ Parliament and ministers pass. But 
the Sovereign abides in lifelong duty and is to them as the oak in 
the forest is to the annual harvest in the field ” and observed 
that the centrifugal tendencies in this heterogeneous empire, 
comprising different nations and races divided by space and 
civilization, religion and language.would be too strong without the 



6 


ROYAL CORONATION AND MY SECOND TRIP TO EUROPE 


Sovereign. Apart from this, I was really surprised to learn 
from Dr. Davies’ paper that Queen Victoria who was so liberal 
and far-sighted as to contemplate some judicial tribunal for 
the dis putes between Indian Princes and Government, was no 
supporter of the Women’s rights and opposed the over-education 
of Indian Women. 

London was preparing for the Coronation almost since the 
announcement of the date fixed for the same in the middle of 
1936, and the labours for the preparations assumed extensive 
intensity after the accession of Their Majesties King George VI 
and Queen Elizabeth on the 11th of December 1936. Several 
Committees such as the Claims Committee or the Accommodation 

Preparations Gommitte were working day and night. The young 
for the Corona- but extremely energetic and resourceful Earl Marshal 
tion « London Duke of Norfolk was bent upon making the 

ceremony a complete success surpassing its predecessors and 
cognate functions like those of the several Jubilees. Arrange- 
ments were made for decorating the Westminster Abbey in pur- 
suance of up-to-date innovations and increasing the accommodation 
so as to contain a record number of visitors and guests, with the 
help of the recent contrivances invented in the Engineering 
Science. The streets or roads and the shops or houses on both sides 
all over the city and more especially on the procession routes were 
beautified with various sorts of ornamentations which human 
ingenuity with its present notions of art and architecture could 
design, the latter mainly by private owners or firms. Suitable 
arches were erected at intervals and befitting arrangements were 
made for electric illuminations. Iron stands were pitched on 
both sides of the procession routes on behalf of Government as 
well as by private business-men where private vacant spot on the 
roadside was or could be made available for the use of spectators 
who wished to watch the procession. Much profit was earned 
by enterprising individuals or corporations by disposing of the 
seats on the procession route at as high a price as possible accord- 
ing to the situation and demand. The pillars in the stands and 
the windows of private and public buildings were profusely and 
befittingly beflagged and ornamented with buntings and flower-pots 
with green foliage. Lord Cavan was in control of the overseas 
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troops. Tents were pitched in the Hy depark, Kensington and 
other gardens for the contingents representing the Colonies, Domi- 
nions, Dependencies and other parts of the Empire. Proper safe- 
guards were also taken to control the naturally expected heavy 
traffic and rush of the sight-seers, under the direct supervision of 
Sir Philip Gane, Commissioner of Police, attention having been 
paid to every minute detail including the ambulance and first aid 
arrangements at short intervals of five yards all along the route. 

The bus-owners had started a large scale strike when 
The Bus strike I reached London and it was in force almost till the 
end of my stay there. While driving to my residence 
on the day of my arrival, I happened to mark their procession. 
But what struck me most on that day as well as the succeeding 
weeks was the strictest discipline which the strikers followed all 
through, with the greatest patience, self-control and scrupulous 
respect for obeying the law. The same qualities were equally 
visible among the various services, notwithstandiug the fact that the 
period being the most sensational on account of the Coronation 
was most trying and hence more likely any moment, to give a 
valid cause for raking up a quarrel. What a boon it would be 
to the society in general, if strikes, if at all they are unfortunately 
to occur, would occur in this peaceful, generous and reasonable 
mentality ! 

The memorable Coronation Week opened after two courts held 
in the first quarter of May with a State Banquet to the Foreign and 
Empire representatives by Their Majesties on Monday the 10th of 
May 1937 at the Buckingham Palace and then followed the Lunch 
party by Their Majesties at the Buckingham Palace for British 
Commonwealth Representatives, and Reception of the Oversea 
Dominion Representatives the next day along with the presentation 
of Addresses and Loyal Greetings by the Prime Ministers of the 
Dominions and by representatives of India and of the Colonial 
Empire. The Coronation Ceremony at the Abbey, the main and 
central function of the festivities, solemnly took place at the sche- 
duled hour and according to prescribed rites and 
HonWeek° na procedure. The success was due to the numerous 
rehearsals of the whole and several parts of the grand 
ceremony which were performed in the preceding fortnight. 



8 


ROYAL CORONATION AND MY SECOND TRIP TO EUROPE 


The State Banquet on the day following the Coronation, 
coupled with the presentation of Coronation medals 
The post-Coro- t0 Overseas Contingents, and the drive through 
the North London and the Foreign Office Dinner 
to Their Majesties at the Foreign Office and the Court Ball on the 
14th idem were the remaining functions of the Coronation Week 
and the week following was marked with the India Office Recep- 
tion, on the 18th, the Guildhall Banquet on the next day and the 
gorgeous and the most inspiring Naval Review at Spithead on the 
20th. The service at St. Paul’s on the Empire Day and the 
second Court Ball and the Levee on the 26th and 28th respective- 
ly marked the end of the Coronation celebrations. During this 
period of about a fortnight, street decorations were maintained 
intact while the flood-lighting of selected buildings was arranged 
from the 12th of May to the 17th idem, apart from the illumina- 
tions of private flats and buildings. 

Tuesday the 11th of May 1937 was a memorable day of the 
Coronation week, next to the Coronation day. The allegiance of 
the Empire coupled with optimistic felicitations was conveyed to 
Their Majesties by Dominion leaders in appropriate terms on that 
day at the Buckingham Palace as a fitting preliminary to the 
Coronation. Indian Princes were represented by the veteran 
Ruler H. H. the Maharaja Gaekwar of Baroda who had the good 
fortune to witness such celebrations since the Delhi Darbar of 
1877, while Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan and Dr. Ba Maw 
Loyai Address P resente d the loyal addresses on behalf of British 
of over-seas Re- India and Burma. Naturally there were references 
p».ent«t»es ^ ^ese addresses to the introduction of Provincial 
Autonomy in the British Provinces and the separation of Burma 
which had only happened in the previous month. But what 
naturally struck my mind as it must have done those of many 
others, was the serious note sounded by the Colonial Premiers 
about the threatening world situation and the response it evoked 
in the touching reply of His Majesty. The Rt. Hon’ble 
Mr. Mackenzie King, the Canadian premier, rightly stressed the 
main point that the Throne had remained broad-based on the 
people’s will after referring to the present stormy and baffling era 
in human affairs and His Majesty after alluding to his visit to 
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some of the overseas Dominions and to the similar gathering at 
the time of the Silver Jubilee in 1935 in his father’s regime, aptly 
remarked that the world was then harassed by perplexity and fear 
and expressed his confidence that whatever life might bring to 
them, they would continue to work together to preserve this noble 
heritage so that it could be handed on unimpaired to posterity. 

Another interesting and pleasant feature of this day was the 
publication in the early morning, of a generous 
Honours’ List Honours’ List. Members of the Royal family in- 
cluding Queen Elizabeth and Queen Mary had had 
a share in it and the claims of Indians seemed to be well attended 
to. The appearance of the Honours’ list on the previous day 
gave a special charm to the impending ceremony, as all the 
honoured and their friends, relatives and admirers were doubly 
encouraged to take their part in its celebration. I had the honour 
of being presented with the Coronation medal. 

Since 12 O’clock on the midnight of the 11th of May 1937, 
the Coronation route was closed to all except those 
Cofonatk>n n Day f ew private cars which carried a special label on 
their windscreens. They too had to steer their way 
to their parking places by selected streets. The Crown jewels and 
other regalia were taken from the Albemarle Street to the Jeru- 
salem Chamber in the Abbey in an escorted Royal Coach during 
the small hours of the Coronation Day. The guests who had no 
part to take in the processions were timed to ariive at the Abbey 
between 6 to 8 a. m. So I went there in my car about 7 a.m. 
The 300 Gold Staff Officers who were entrusted with the duty of 
receiving the high personages on their arrival as well as the mem- 
bers of the St. John Ambulance Brigade had to be ready at the 
Westminster Abbey half an hour in advance. Their Majesties 
were to leave the Buckingham Palace mostly in a grand procession 
of mounted troops at 10-30 a. m. and hence the 
Giwrt» V iral Vro- smaller processions viz, that of Sir George Broad- 
cession at the bridge, the Lord Mayor, from the Mansion House, 
Abbey that of the Rt. Hon’ble Mr. Fitzroy, the Speaker 

from the House of Commons and the carriage processions of the 
members of the Royal family and Representatives from 55 foreign 
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powers, as well as of the Prime Ministers of Great Britain and the 
Colonies and Representatives of India and Burma and six Colonial 
Rulers including those from Malaya, left at short intervals accord- 
ing to the fixed order and programme from 8-20 A. M. . to 
10-30 A. M. and reached the Westminster Abbey in good time 
before the arrival of the King and Queen at 11 a. m., by the way 
of the Mall and Whitehall. 


All the guests took their assigned seats in each beautifully 
decorated limb of the magnificent shape of the cross 


Seating 

Arrangement 


of the Abbey, as well as the exquisitely inlaid plat- 
forms in the aisles and the nave and the coloured 


rows in its transepts were mainly occupied by the Lords and Ladies 
in the variegated dresses in opposite camps as it were some of the 
Peeresses coming with their coronets in front of them, while the 
Chapel-like nave was assigned to the Royal representatives. The 
galleries contained women wearing lustrous robes and rich jewels 
and men in uniforms with their arms. 


The principal among the Royal representatives, were the Prince 

The Royal re an< * P r i ncess of Japan and those from Norway, 
preservatives & Sweden and Denmark as well as Princess Juliana 
Indian Princes husband Count Bernhard and Count of 

Flanders on behalf of Belgium. They entered the Abbey from the 
Western door. Among the Indian Princes, may be mentioned 
H. H. the Maharaja Gaekwar of Baroda with H. H. the Maharani, 
H. H. the -Maharaja of Bikaner, H. H. the Prince of Berar, H. H. 
the Nawab of Bhopal and H. H. the Maharaja of Jaipur, apart 
from Their Highnesses of Nawanagar, Jodhpur and Ratlam who 
formed part of the Royal Procession • as His Majesty’s Honorary 
Aides-de-Camp. 

Cabinet and ex-Cabinet Ministers in their Privy Councillor s 
uniforms were seated on both sides of the Choir. 
H®os« e of °Comt The members of the House of Commons with their 
CL u.J .*° d tl,e ^ am ^ es were accommodated in a spacious gallery over 
the transepts, while the bishops who were not con- 
cerned in any way with the ceremonial were appropriately assigned 
a place on the north of the sacrarium. The Judges in their robes 
were sitting in a gallery located at the north-east angle. 
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During the waiting period, arrangement was made to amuse 
the assembly, which was as it were a miniature model 
talnnient Enter " t ^ ie world or more particularly of the British 
Commonwealth of Nations, by the playing of a choir 
of 500 select musicians invited from various churches and Cathe- 
drals, fixed almost upto the roof, 


The Regalia were in the meanwhile shifted from where it was 
kept since early morning in a procession to St. 
the Rega ife " ° f Edward’s Shrine and thence to the High Altar by the 
Officers and Chorists of the Chapel Royal and kept in 
the vestibule under the care of the Lord Great Chamberlain, amidst 
the singing of the Litany. It is interesting to note that this was 
originally a part of the Coronation Service, but for convenience, it 
was detached and performed earlier before the arrival of the 
members of the Royal Family and Their Majesties’ Procession. 

Among the Princes and Princesses of the Blood Royal, the 
march of the tiny Princesses Elizabeth and Margaret 
Princesses’ and was remarkable, while the approach of Queen Mary 
Queen Mary w j t h g ve young peers bearing her train after the 

Duchesses of Gloucester and Kent naturally reminded the older 
people of her arrival there twenty-six years ago for her own Coro- 
nation along with King George Y of revered memory. With 
Queen Mary, the Princess Royal and the small Princesses entered 
the Royal Gallery by the curving staircase. 

Then came the procession of the Church representatives in- 
cluding the Dean of the Abbey and its cross before him, followed 
by the various standards. They included those of India and the 
Colonies which were carried by Their High Commissioners, as 
also of the Quarterings of the Royal Arms. The Royal standard 
was the last in the services and it was held by Lord Cholmondely. 
These standards were then handed over by the Barons of the 
Cinque Ports. The main Royal procession consisted of the Mar- 
quess of Londonderry, the Duke of Abercorn, the 
Earl of Lytton and the Earl of Stanhope, the Knights 
of the Garter who were to carry the canopy for the 
King’s annointing followed by Mr. ( now Earl ) Baldwin, the then 
Prime Minister and Mr. Ramsay Macdonald his predecessor to- 


The Royal 
procession 
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gether with the Dominion Prime Ministers Messrs. Mackenzie King, 
Lyons, Savage and General Hertzog. Then followed the Arch- 
bishops of York and Canterbury and then the richly dressed and 
bejewelled Queen with her retinue followed by the famous four 
Swords viz. Sword of Justice to the Temporality, Sword of Mercy 
also known as Curtana, that of Justice to the Spirituality and lastly 
Sword of the State, borne by the appointed high officers. Then 
came the King wearing the collar of the Garter and cap of Main- 
tenance with his dazzling paraphernalia amidst the sounding of the 
fanfare of trumpets into the choir and amidst the playing of befitt- 
ing anthem and fanfare and he took his seat in the Chair of Estate 
kept to the south of the High Altar, after making his obeisances at 
the faldstools. The Queen similarly graced her Chair of Estate 
near the dais. The Bishops were standing between Their Majes- 
ties and the other high personages concerned were behind them. 

At the end of the lofty church was to be seen the simple but 

The Corona- anc * ent King Edward the Confessor’s Crowning 
tion Chair and Chair of oak containing the magic Stone of Destiny 
the Thrones anc i standing upon newly gilded lions on which King 
George VI was to be crowned like his predecessors during the last 
ten centuries. The contrast of this old object with the up-to-date 
environments was particularly remarkable. The Theatre where 
the principal events of the Coronation Ceremony were to take place 
was at the centre of the great cross. The Throne of the King was on 
an elevated dais with five golden steps and that of the Queen was 
two steps downwards. The tomb of Anne of Cleves was in front of 
the Chairs of Estate and the Royal Box was just overlooking them. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury initiated the Coronation 

The ceremony Ceremon y- He came down to the Theatre from 
»nd the Rocogni- his seat on the north side of the altar, when Lord 
Hailsham, the Lord Chancellor, the Lord Great 
Chamberlain, the Lord High Constable, and the Duke of 
Norfolk, the Earl Marshal, approached him, while the Lord 
High Steward remained standing in his own place with St. 
Edward’s Crown in his hand and His Majesty stood on the 
north side of the Coronation Chair. The Garter King 0 f Arms 
followed by the above-mentioned high State officers walked round 
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the Theatre, one behind the other, and the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury turning to the congregation in each of the four directions 
in succession, presented the King to them and questioned them if 
they were prepared to accept His Majesty as their King and do 
him homage and service and wished the Church to perform his 
consecration. The people on every side separately acclaimed 
with shouts of “God Save King George” signifying their assent 
to the Archbishop’s query, and the King made a dignified bow 
and sat down amidst a fanfare of trumpets as before. 

The Oath was the next stage in the celebration and the 
Bishop of Norwich, London and Winchester made 
The Oath the necessary preparation, placing the Bible, the 
paten and the chalice on the altar. The different 
articles from the Regalia as also the Crown, were handed over to 
the Archbishop by the various holders and the Archbishop in his 
turn gave them one by one to the Dean for laying on the altar. 
The altar assumed a resplendent appearance, while all these things 
were lying on it. His Majesty thereupon took the Oath from his 
position in the Chair of Estate with the book in his hand again in 
the form of three of questions and answers whereby he promised to 
govern his people with justice and mercy according to their respec- 
tive laws and customs, following the Protestant Religion in the Uni- 
ted Kingdom. Then the King proceeding to the steps of the altar, 
knelt and doffed his hat, reiterated his promise, placing his hand 
on the page of the Bible offered to him by the Archbishop. There- 
upon the King kissed the book and signed the parchment on which 
the Oath was written, before resuming his seat. It was thus that 
the solemn Covenant between the Monarch and his subjects was 
duly executed. There was one more formality in this connection. 
It was a declaration from the Chair of Estate about his remaining a 
faithful Protestant as necessitated by an Act of Parliament. This 
was then fittingly made after the signing of the Covenant. 

Thereafter came the ceremony of Anointing which was an 
initial part of the spiritual and wholly religious 
Anointing performance, as distinguished from the practical and 
commonly understandable portion. At the outset 
the Archbishop of Canterbury began the Communion service and 
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the Bishops of London and York read the prescribed hymns from 
the Scriptures invoking the Almighty to invest the King with 
supreme wisdom and other regal virtues such as spirit of true 
godliness or spirit of God’s holy fear, while similar other hymns 
were sung at appropriate intervals, until the end of the solemn 
function, the object being the same and the King kneeling in 
prayer at the Coronation stool. It was under this atmosphere that 
the Archbishop took the eagle-shaped golden Ampulla containing 
the oil of anointing from the altar and coming before the King 
with the Dean solemnly anointed His Majesty on the palms of 
both hands, the breast after unlacing the openings in the silken 
shirt and the head by his fingers with the oil from the silver-gilt 
spoon in which the Dean poured it from the Ampulla, when the 
robes of the King were changed and he was seated in King 
Edward’s Chair under a canopy held by the four Knights of the 
Garter. This spoon although not very ancient is the only article 
in the Regalia that dates from before the Restoration. 

King George VI wearing only a simple white shirt and 
breeches then moved forward and again knelt at the 
The investiture faldstool, when the Archbishop offered him the 
benedictions of the Church. Thus enriched with 
mystic power the King was given two ecclesiastical garments and 
a golden girdle to serve as a sword-belt. The sword of State 
being too unwieldy was then concealed in St. Edward’s Chapel, 
and the Archbishop with the help of his brethren tendered a sub- 
stitute sword in the King’s right hand, which the Lord Great 
Chamberlain buckled to the golden girdle, when the Archbishop 
enjoined the King to do justice, stop the growth of iniquity and 
protect the holy Church of God. The King thereafter returned 
the sword at the altar which was then redeemed by Lord Zetland 
on paying 100 s. in a velvet bag. Then Robes and other Emblems 
including the Golden Spurs and St. Edward’s Staff and the Orb 
and the Ring were offered to the King as indicative of Kingly 
duties. But the richly ornamented glove fitted on the Kin g’s right 
hand by Lord Lincoln marked out by his Air Force Uniform, as 
Lord of Manor’s tribute on behalf of his father the Duke of 
Newcastle was a peculiar gift. The Archbishop of Canterbury then 
presented to the King two golden sceptres, one bearing the Cross 
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and the other with the Dove, as symbols of Kingly duties. There- 
after took place the final but most important item in the programme 
viz. the Crowning or Coronation of the King. The Archbishop 
picked up with both hands from the Dean — the golden Crown 
— the shining token of the Regal authority and power and in an 
atmosphere of solemn silence and at the auspicious moment slowly 
placed it on the bending head of King George VI with befitting 
gravity and grandeur after reciting appropriate prayers while the 
Sovereign was sitting in the Coronation Chair. The event was 
marked with shouts of “ God Save the King ” mixed with the 
blowing of trumpets and enthusiastic acclamations of the vast 
assemblage in the Abbey, simultaneously. The hundreds of peers 
also put on their coronets and the Kings of Arms their heraldic 
crowns which were brought to them by the variegated pages dressed 
in centuries old fashion from behind the Royal Box, and the 
pealing of the outside bells and the booming of the great guns 
at the Tower announced the celebration of the long-awaited grand 
ceremony to the numerous throngs gathered in the vicinity 
and all over the London streets. Again the Archbishop sung 
opportune hymns conveying benedictions for mundane glory 
and everlasting happiness and afterwards there was the rite of 
presenting the Bible when for a few moments the Sceptres were 
held by the Lords in attendance. 

The Crowning however did not end here, as the important 
function of installing the King on the Throne had 
inthronation to be still performed, To that the dignitaries con- 
cerned then turned their attention and all of them 
went to the Throne in the prescribed procession. The four 
swords were carried naked before the King who with the principal 
Bishops round him ascended the dais and when the King stood 
in front of the altar, the Archbishop as representing the Church 
and the Earl Marshal on behalf of the State literally lifted him 
into the Throne, by touching the King’s arms with their hands. 
The ceremony was thus complete and the King with the Crown 
and all other Royal symbols formally took possession of his 
Kingdom. The Archbishop standing at the foot of the dais again 
admonished the King to stand firm and hold fast the imperial 
dignity, with the singing of the prescribed psalm. 
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The next item in the Coronation Programme, was the solemn 
acknowledgment of the King’s authority and power 
Homage a ” d by his respective subjects. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury was the first to do this duty along with 
the other prelates. All of them knelt in their places and expressed 
their promise of loyalty in apt words. The Archbishop alone on 
behalf of them all went up to the Throne and kissed the King’s 
left cheek as a solemn token for his fealty. H. R. H. the Duke 
of Gloucester on behalf of the Princes of the Blood Royal came 
next. Doffing the coronet, he placed his hands between those of 
the King and took the vow of homage, by promising to become 
the King’s liegeman of life and limb and earthly worship and to 
bear faith and truth unto him, to live and die against all manner 
of folks. Then the Duke clad in heavy robes kissed the King 
like his predecessor and in addition touched the Crown to express 
the readiness of his order to support it with all their power. The 
Duke then resumed his seat without turning his back to the King. 
His Royal Highness was followed by the Duke of Kent and then 
came the Duke of Norfolk, the Marquis of Huntly, the Earl of 
Shrewsbury, Viscount Hereford and Lord Mowbray as the senior 
representatives of each separate rank of the peerage. All of these 
paid their loyal homage to the King in the same way, while 
the other members of their order present there knelt bare- 
headed in their own places. During this programme, singing 
was going on from the choir and the end was marked by a roll 
of drums and a fanfare of trumpets . accentuated by the three- 
fold biblical salute : — 

God Save King George 
Long Live King George 
May the King Live for ever. 


The Archbishop then proceeded to the Crowning of the 


Crowning the 
Queen 


Queen, leaving the King in his Throne and the 
great officers on the steps of the dais. The Queen, 


like the King moved to the faldstool at the altar 


steps and then to another between the altar and King Edward’s 
Chair from her Chair of Estate and knelt at the same, while the 


Archbishop was saying the prescribed hymns. The Duchess of 
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Norfolk, the Duchess of Rutland, the Duchess of Bucclouch and 
the Duchess of Roxburghe held the golden pall over the Queen 
with her retinue, while the Archbishop anointed her and put the 
Ring in the fourth finger of her right hand and then placed the 
Crown with the refulgent and historically well-known Ko-hi-noor 
diamond upon the Queen's head, reciting the directed psalms, 
similarly as he did in the case of the King. 

When the Queen was crowned, the Peeresses simultaneously 
put on their coronets on their heads and the Queen was then 
given the Sceptre and the Ivory Rod with the Dove which she 
held in her hands again amidst the singing of an appropriate 
prayer. Thereafter the Queen went to the dais across the 
Sacrarium and made her obeisance to the King along with the 
Ladies accompanying her. It was a charming spectacle indeed. 
But the beauty was still more heightened, when the Queen 
occupied her Throne on the dais side by side with the King, both 
of them crowned, sceptred and enthroned. 


Then began the singing of the Holy Communion and Their 
Majesties descended from the Thrones and went at 


The Holy 
Communion 


the altar by the sanctuary after giving the Sceptres 


to the Dukes of Somerset and Rutland. The King 


placed there the paten (plate for bread) and the chalice (Com- 
munion cup) given to him and the Archbishop put a cover over 
them. The King then knelt and offered an altar cloth and an 
ingot of gold by way of oblation and the Queen also made a 
similar present. Thereupon both of them returned to the Chairs 
of Estate and when they knelt, the Archbishop administered the 
Bread and the Cup to the King and Queen. 


Immediately Their Majesties returned to their Thrones and 
took back the Sceptres amid the singing of the 


The Post 
Communion 


Gloria in excelsis written for the Coronation of 
King George V by Sir Charles Stanford. There- 


upon the Archbishop tendered the Benediction from the altar 


steps to the kneeling King and Queen amid a flourish of trumpets 
and the singing of the Te Deam composed by Dr. Vaughan 


Williams for the conclusion of the ceremony. 


2 
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Thereupon Their Majesties left their Thrones and arrived at 
St. Edward’s Chapel. There the King handed over 
Recess some of the Regalia and other Emblems and chang- 

ing his robe he returned to the Theatre. Thence 
the King with the Sceptre and the Orb and wearing the Imperial 
Crown consisting of rubies, diamonds and saphires linked with 
historical names or incidents left the place with the Queen in 
serious dignity amidst the chorus of drums, trumpets and violins 
after a short rest in the Annexe. 

The Royal procession in the State Coach with eight horses 
was then reorganised with a few changes. The carriages were 
. called from the Dean’s Yard where they had been 
of the Proces- parked and the Military contingents marched out 
from the Great Smith Street and Tothill Street. 
The carriages of the Dominion Prime Ministers and Colonial 
Rulers were escorted by mounted soldiers selected from the 
Dominion Coronation contingents, while the King’s mounted 
escort also contained sections of those contingents so as to give an 
Empire complexion to the whole pageantry. The infantry of the 
various Dominions followed the Colonial and Burma troops in 
their picturesque uniforms at the head of the Royal procession 
which consisted in addition of every other representation of His 
Majesty’s forces viz. the Royal Air Force, Territorial Army, 
Regular Detachments, Naval and Marine Sections, and Royal 
Horse Artillery. 

The procession returned to the Palace at about 4-15 P. m. 

after a couple of hours by the Bridge Street, Victoria 
Return joumey Embankment, Northumberland Avenue, Trafalgar 
Square, Pall Mall, St. Jame’s Street, Piccadilly, 
Piccadilly Circus, Regent Street, Oxford Circus, Oxford Street, the 
Marble Arch, East Carriage Road, Hyde Park, Hyde Park Corner 
and Constitution Hill. 

A good time after the procession was well on its way, guests 
were gradually asked by the Gold Staff Officers to leave the blocks 
and directed to the “Taking up” points. There the chauffeurs hand- 
ed over the cards of the owners to a Rover Scout who gave them 
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to the Gold Staff Officer. The latter announced the name at the 
loud-speaker and the owner was required to smartly pick up his car. 
In spite of detailed and minute arrangements including the exhibi- 
tion of maps of the layout of the car parks at each door, there was 
great confusion and inconvenience and it took four to five hours 
for some of the guests to get at their cars and reach their residence. 
I am sorry I was one of such unfortunate victims, but it gave me 
some solace when I noticed that there were many great personages 
who shared the same lot. Regret was expressed by the manage- 
ment immediately the next day in papers for the annoyance 
caused to the guests. But the question provided food for greater 
thought to responsible persons and scope to the ingenuous 
for offering various suggestions to improve the machinery on 
similar occasions in future. It may also be mentioned here 
that there was similar confusion on various other occasions 
such as the Speaker’s Reception or the India Office Reception 
when numerous guests had to be dealt with under identical 
circumstances. 

It would be interesting to note some of the changes which 

_ . have been effected in the celebration, for the sake 

Some vana- . „ 

tions in the of propriety or convenience. The first noteworthy 
Ceremonial change would seem to be about the place of the 
Oath in the ritual. Formerly the Recognition was followed 
by the Communion Service, and the Oath came later on. But on 
the present occasion the Oath was put in the programme immedi- 
ately after the Recognition according to the practice in vogue 
before the accession of William of Orange and it was quite in the 
fitness of things that the Royal promise to keep faith with his 
subjects was preceded by the People’s acknowledgment of the 
King. The next point of special attention was the making of a 
declaration by the King from the Chair of Estate that he would 
remain a faithful Protestant, just after signing the Covenant of 
the Oath. In view of the ensuing item of receiving Communion, 
this was superfluous. But it had to be done in pursuance of the 
provisions of the Act of Parliament. In the case of King 
George V, this declaration was made at the time of the opening of 
his first Parliament. But the formality having remained un- 
observed in the case of King George VI owing to lack of an 
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appropriate opportunity, advantage was taken of the golden 
occasion of the Coronation to perform it in the course of its 
ritual. The third point was in connection with the holding of 
the Canopy at the Anointing. Upto this time it was so held as 
to conceal the King from the public view when he was to 
be unctioned. But on the present occasion it was held high. 
There were a few similar variations, but the change in the 
wording of the Oath, deserves special mention. In view of the 
momentous change effected in the constitution by the passing 
of the Irish Free State Act and the Statute of Westminster, 
the variation in the Oath, it may be easily gathered, was 
essential and hence it is hardly necessary to dilate upon 
the point any more except mentioning that the words in the 
Oath “peoples of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland and the Dominions thereto belonging &c. ” w 7 ere substi- 
tuted by the phraseology “ peoples of Great Britain, Ireland, 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand and the Union of South 
Africa, of his possessions and the other territories to any of 
them be longing and pertaining and of his Empire of India.” 
The terminology in itself is sufficient to indicate the growing 
power of the Colonies and other regions, as well as the trend 
of the times. 

The proverbially uncertain weather of London did not prove 

an exception in the Coronation week and it must 
dur7i»'g ea tk*<» have put a severe strain on the organisers. The 
Coronation and weather was in general cloudy and it rained at 

tho Processions . , . , 

intervals, causing considerable inconvenience to the 
waiting and watching crowd as well as to those engaged in the 
arrangements or the programmes variously connected with the 
celebration. The Reception proposed to be held at 10 Downing 
Street, the Premier’s residence, had to be abandoned at the eleventh 
hour and although the greater part of the Coronation day was 
dry, the weather was continuously threatening. At last it began 
to rain during the concluding portion of the procession and the 
huge crowds returning home from their seats on the stands and 
elsewhere had to pay some price for the satisfaction of catching a 
glimpse of the rarely visible empire pageantry, by suffering some 
personal discomfort, 
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Shrimant Rajasaheb at the entrance of the 
Parliament House. 
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Lord Halifax taking tea with Rajasaheb in the 
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As it was not possible for those who were invited to witness 
The Pageantry ^ Coronation ceremony in the Abbey, to see the 
as witnessed by grandeur of the Royal procession, it is hardly 
die oB.sa necessary to add that I was unable to grasp a correct 

conception of the external pageantry by a personal vision. How- 
ever my children and some of my officers who saw the magnificent 
sight from different stands conveyed an idea of the same to me 
and it would not be out of place, if I take advantage of this 
occasion, of noting some impressions about the outside pomp. 
The variegated escorts of mounted police leading the Empire 
Prime Ministers and representatives, the Blues escorting the 
members of the Royal Family, the Grenadier Guards, the Life 
Guards, the Royal Horse Guards all marching splendidly behind 
their bands, formed an impressive scene, while the Royal standard 
with the Sovereign’s escort and the Yeomanry, Scouts, Army, 
Navy, Air Force and Horse Artillery with the Sea Lords, Air and 
Army Councils and the Aides-de-Camp constituted an unfor- 
gettable panorama. Their Royal Highnesses the Dukes of 
Gloucester and Kent followed the State Coach on horses and 
crowds greeted the Royal Coach with never-ending cheers as the 
King and Queen slowly passed by them. In this way the Royal 
Procession arrived at the Annexe temporarily but exquisitely 
erected to the West-Front of the Abbey so as to suit befittingly to 
the main structure. The Royal Standard was flown from the 
Annexe, while the King was within it and then it was taken down 
and another was hoisted from the Abbey when Their Majesties 
entered the Broad Sanctuary. As the procession passed the Mall 
and the Admiralty Arch, the stands on the side were vacated for 
a while but after a short stroll in the vicinity and refreshment in 
an adjoining cafe the crowd returned to their places to hear the 
broadcast of the Abbey proceedings. The interest of the people 
who had booked their seats on the return route, was kept up by 
the passing of smaller processions at short intervals, while occa- 
sionally they took rest in the neighbouring restaurants or gardens 
where available or contented themselves with reading in the empty 
moments newspapers or books which could be had in the stalls 
arranged under the scaffolding of the stands. On account of the 
broadcasting arrangements, there was ample entertainment to all 
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the spectators on the procession route whether on stands, streets 
or galleries or windows of houses as they could distinctly hear in 
their places, the description of the formation and advance of the 
procession and the actual coronation service in the Abbey. In this 
way the happenings in London were made accessible 
the P Co»oMt*iln f an< * enjoyable to interested people all over the world 
and this must be particularly mentioned and will go 
down in history as a speciality of the Coronation of King 
George VI. The only drawback now felt is that the audience is 
unable to enjoy the pleasure of witnessing such a marvellous 
spectacle with their own eyes. By the fixing of Television 
apparatus in some places arrangement was made for the Corona- 
tion celebration to be visible to persons within less than a fifty 
miles radius. But in course of time, it is hoped that the events 
can be simultaneously seen all the world over, with the advance 
of every-day growing science. It is needless to add that the novel 
experiments of making a group of nations as one family living 
in unity which history is trying will also be successful along 
with it. 

Another speciality which was marked in the course of the 
Coronation festivities of King George VI. was the opportunity 
provided to colonial contingents to take up their share of sentry 
duty as Guards at the Buckingham Palace and St. Jame’s Palace 
in the Coronation week. The greeting of the waiting children on 
the Embankment during the procession, was also remarkable and 
the insistence with which the people assembled in the vicinity of 
the Buckingham Palace, repeatedly called Their Majesties to 
appear on the balcony after the fatiguing proceedings of the day 
was an unmistakable token of the innermost and deep-seated 
loyalty of the Britishers to the Crown. But the broadcasting 
programme of nearly three-quarters of an hour, till quarter past 
eight on the day of the Coronation will, in my opinion, constitute 
the most impressive, epoch-making and distinctive feature of the 
whole function. Homage and greeting were offered to Their 
Majesties on behalf of the different countries in the British Empire 
and from different places in one continuous congregation as it were 
of the whole world assembled together. Mr. Baldwin ( now Earl ) 
began the loyal demonstration and other Empire premiers followed 






Interior of Annexe, Westminster Abbey. 




CORONATION FESTIVITIES IN LONDON 


23 


in his wake. But when His Excellency the Marquess of Linlithgow 
took up the tune in the skilfully synchronized chain from his 
residence in Simla to ventilate the expression of India’s deep 
devotion, there was a peculiar sensation among the hearers on the 
radios and the same was continued when individual citizens from 
the various parts of the Empire joined their voices in tendering 
their respectful obeisances to the King. The broadcast message 
of His Majesty commenced exactly at 8 a. m. and 
Broadcast ^ was most touching. The King naturally referred 
at the outset to the new status of the Dominions 
and also to the uniqueness of the occasion in that he was the 
first Sovereign who was in that way in all lands able to speak 
personally to his people on the day of his Coronation which he 
rightly characterised as the day of his solemn dedication to service. 
But his remembrance of the sick and wounded and his allusion to 
the coming generation were most appealing. 

The Coronation night was a gala night indeed. Notwith- 
standing the rains, people in every walk of life vied with each 
other in fervently celebrating the occasion. Souvenir presents 
were distributed to children while rattles were offered to very 
young babies. In some parts children were dressed in different 
colours and all were out to witness the lavish festoons and numer- 
ous banners and electric lights in the streets. Cat-calls and whist- 
les were heard occasionally. The coloured lamps in the Pall Mall 
were particularly remarkable, while the flares in some streets and 
on roofs here and there were not less noticeable. Every hotel and 
restaurant were profusely decorated and had their own plans to 
befittingly observe the joyful occasion as was also the case with 
clubs and famous firms. 


An idea of these huge decorations can be gathered from the 
Decorations in f°^ ow ^ n g description of the efforts of Messrs. Self- 
theSeif ridge ridge and Co. Ltd., in this direction on the different 
Stores frontages of their big stores in order to express their 

loyal affection for the King and other members of the Royal 
Family. I took advantage of witnessing these pictorial scenes 
when I visited these famous stores for some purchases, purposely 
to have a conception of such works by way of specimen. The 
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main decorations were on the Oxford Street Frontage, while on 
the Orchard Street Frontage, the Spectator could see a beautiful 
picture- of the Empire seaports with the flags and funnel markings 
of the various British Shipping Companies on the border. The 
historic panels contained eighteen illustrations of some remarkable 
events in the British history in the course of about the last thirty- 
six centuries commencing from the seventeenth century before 
Christ. Many of them were in sculpture, the corner groups 
35 feet high representing the three larger Dominions and India. 
The central group at the main entrance was the most inspiring 
being 58 feet across and 38 feet high. It depicted the Empire’s 
homage to the Throne. The various dominions, colonies and 
protectorates in human figures were shown therein, to have been 
extending their loyalty to a huge central figure representing the 
Throne. The selection of the imposing events appeared to be 
really representative and revolutionary. The great circle of stones 
on the Salisbury Plain erected by the prehistoric Druids and the 
exploits of Queen Boadicia and King Arthur’s nobility, naturally 
brought us to King Alfred’s period when the "Vikings, the Danish 
and Norwagian sea-rovers and pirates, who initiated the Britishers 
into the sea-faring and shipbuilding aptitude, settled in the north 
and east of England. The memory of William the Conqueror 
and the sealing of Magna Charta were typical modern incidents. 
But the sight in stones of the rout of the Spanish Armada and the 
remembrance of the adventurous merchants and the trading 
companies of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, along with 
the thrilling achievements of Clive and Wolfe, Nelson and 
Wellington, Rhodes and President Wilson remarkably presented in 
a nutshell the wonderful history of the Britishers during the last 
four centuries. The decorations did not however end here. The 
thirty pictures portraying in the show windows important events 
in the life of His Majesty were no less attractive or perhaps it 
might be said with greater propriety that they formed the most 
befitting portion of the marvellous ornamentation. To crown all, 
the enchanting figure of Peace overlooking from a height of 150 
feet, the Royal Medallion flanked by the Royal Lions and Crowns 
as well as Standard Shields on the roof and the sculptures beneath, 
was a magnificent spectacle indeed. 
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Innumerable messages of congratulations were received from 
and replied to, all parts of the world and the ceremony was cele- 
brated with due pomp almost in every nook and corner of the 
whole universe — in Churches, on parade grounds and what not. 
The celebrations were particularly noticeable in all parts of the 
Empire, while in foreign countries the British embassies did not 
lag behind in the warmth of the celebrations. In London also the 
foreign embassies were lavish in arranging dinners or receptions 
to their friends and countrymen in honour of their Royal or other 
representatives for the Coronation in the course of the week or so. 
Occasion was then taken to invite some prominent members of 
the British Royal Family as it was not possible for the King and 
Queen to accept all these or similar other invitations. 

After witnessing all this multifold celebration, one is very 
The significance properly inclined to ask oneself the meaning of this 
nation 6 as^lt P a g eantr Y' especially in the present critical age. But 
appealed to my the answer was readily provided in the sermons 
aund which were delivered on the eve of the Coronation 

as well as in the contemporary homages that were paid in different 
centres. The Archbishop of Canterbury rightly stressed in the pre- 
paratory Sunday Service that the time-honoured and old-fashioned 
ceremony was as necessary to our civic life as there is need for us 
of a mediaeval Cathedral in the face of the advancing modern archi- 
tecture. "Only the outer form changes,” he added, "but the inner 
significance is the same.” For instance, the Archbishop explained 
that the four corners of the Westminster Abbey from which the 
people were asked whether they approved the King proposed to be 
crowned now meant the four parts of the world, while the Robe was 
the robe of righteousness, the Orb with the Cross was an indication 
of the world under the religious power and the Ring and Sceptres 
represented dignity, justice and mercy. ‘‘The Communion,” 
he further said, “was nothing else but the assurance of the Lord 
that he would thenceforward be with. King.” General Smuts 
the acting Prime Minister of the Union of South Africa made 
the same meaning more clear from the worldly point of view, 
when while conveying his respectful congratulations to His 
Majesty from Cape Town, he gave vent to the following 
pregnant sentiments ; 
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“The King who is being crowned to-day, is not the head of 
the central Kingdom to which many other Dominions and posses- 
sions belong, but of a group of equal States of whose free associ- 
ation together, he is the common symbol.” 

Let us hope that the League of Nations may be enabled to 
achieve the same end of peaceful world unity as it has been 
possible for one-fourth of mankind forming the British Common- 
wealth of Nations. 


In short, the celebration of a solemn ceremony like Coronation 
is absolutely essential as it consecrates an individual ruler and 
unknowingly raises him or her to a high moral plane and divine 
level. Those who pass through the ceremony and those who 
witness it, can alone appreciate this mystic process. It is on this 
account that great personalities like Charlemagne or Napoleon have 
found it necessary to go through this ceremonial at the hands of 
the heads of religion. Such occasions remind one of the mysteri- 
ous transformation of the person whom it pleases Providence to 
call to the Kingly duties, as has been described by Shakespeare in 
his historical drama King Henry V. 


The Westminster Abbey was closed to the public a long time 
c o before the Coronation. But it was afterwards kept 
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Coronation open in its Coronation setting in order that people 
e«nta may have a full idea of the same. Moderate fees 

from one to ten shillings were prescribed for different days and it 
was very interesting to learn from the morning papers for a few 
days how many persons took advantage of the facility and how 
much income was derived by the management, in this way. 
Similarly the Regalia and the dresses were kept on view and 
charming models of Their Majesties in the Royal Robes were also 
visible in several places many days before and after the Coronation. 


It was interesting to mark the resemblance in some of the 
striking «imi- r * tua k an d more especially the recitations to be sung 
imrity of the in connection with the Coronation ceremonies bet- 
C ween the Aryan tradition of the East and that in 

wnM o»er Europe. Great Emperors like Ashoka and Chandra- 

gupta were ceremonially crowned in ancient times in India, while 
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the Coronation of Shiva ji the Great, stands out in recent years as 
a typical specimen of such ceremonies. Inspiring descriptions of 
these functions show that holy waters from sacred places and rivers 
as well as the seas encircling this vast country and various herbs and 
jewels were brought from all its corners for these ceremonies in 
order to consecrate the Kings and that sacred hymns were recited 
resembling in substance those which were sung in the Westminster 
Abbey and are produced below : — 

“ Enrich his heart, with Princely virtues 
With glory and with righteousness.” 

“ Be so merciful that you be not too remiss ; 

So execute justice that you forget not mercy. 

Punish the wicked, protect and cherish the just and 
lead your people in the way wherein they should go.” 

“ Be strong and play the man : ' Keep the Command- 
ments and walk in His ways.” 

“ May Lord maker of everything visible and invisible 
give you lands, healthful seasons, victorious fleets, and 
armies, faithful senate, wise and upright councillors 
and magistrates, a quiet Empire, 

God-fearing and loyal people and may 
You enjoy peace, plenty and prosperity.” 

“ Do justice with sword, stop growth of 
iniquity, defend widows and orphans, 
restore dilapidated old things, punish and reform 
what is amiss and confirm what is in good air.” 

A perusal of these lines will easily remind Sanskrit-knowing 
people of similar Sanskrit stanzas bearing exactly the same sense. 
It is needless to add that an expression of sentiments like these in 
a serious manner, imparts an air of sanctity and high thoughts and 
hopes to the whole environment. 

The Review by the Sovereign of the Ships of War has become 
a periodical item in the British history since the time 
Revitair at a Spit- of George III in honour of great celebrations like the 
head Coronations or Jubilees. Apart from pageantry and 

an opportunity to mariners of paying their homage to the Sovereign, 
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such functions provide an occasion to the general public of having 
a view of what the nation has done or is doing in this direction 
and more especially of noting the advances made in the naval 
equipment. It serves the same purpose as the Royal Olympia or 
Air Force Display or the Naval Week does in the field of arms, 
aeroplanes, or shipping. The three Reviews after that of the Coro- 
nation of King George V prominently stand out before our mind's 
eye. The inspection of the fleet for test mobilization on the 18th 
of July 1914 only about a fortnight before the outbreak of the 
Great European War unexpectedly found England involved in 
disastrous hostilities for full over four years. Then came the July 
1924 Review, the first after the Great War. And the 1935 Review 
in connection with the Silver Jubilee of King George V’s accession, 
is quite fresh in everybody’s mind. It was therefore with an un- 
usual pleasure and pride that I received the cordial invitation of ' 
the Lords Commissioners to witness the Naval Review at Spithead 
to be held on Thursday the 20th May 1937 as Government guest 
a- id it did not require a moment’s thought to make up my mind 
to accept the same, as it was sure to provide a unique opportunity. 
The Navy was preparing in the preceding week for the great show 
by gradually assembling at the proper points, the various fleets 
including among others the Mediterranean Fleet, the Home Fleet, 
the Reserve Fleet, the Fishery Protection Cruisers, the Minesweep- 
ing Flotilla and the Fleet Air Arm. The Board of Admiralty 
proceeded to the South Railway Jetty in H. M. S. the Enchantress, 
on the 19th May and Their Majesties followed them in the Royal 
Yacht Victoria and Albert. The Review was to commence in the 
afternoon of the 20th and so I preferred to leave London the same 
morning by train via Waterloo for Southampton so as to catch in 
time the S. S. Cameronia in which the Yuwaraj and myself were 
assigned a comfortable cabin. Their Majesties started on their 
tour of review at 3-5 p. m. from the South Railway Jetty in their 
vessel preceded by the Trinity House Vessel “ Patricia ”. They 
arrived near the lines at Spithead at 3-30 p. m. when the review 
actually commenced. Their Majesties’ ship was followed in the 
procession by the Enchantress, while the Government guests occu- 
pying the S. S. Strathmore, Vandyk, Rangitiki, Laurentic, and 
Cameronia were passing after the Lords Commissioners. Then 
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came the Admiralty guests in H. M. S. Alresford and they were 
followed by the guests of the Commander-in-Chief, Portsmouth, 
seated in H. M. S. Saltburn and Lord Mayor of Portsmouth and 
Mayor of Gosport who were accommodated in H. M. S. Kellett. 
Last of all passed the Admiralty Staff in the S. S. Queen of Thanet, 
Whippingham and Portsdown. The Review went on for a little 
more than an hour and a half and then the Fleet Air Arm Aircraft 
paid its homage by flying past Royal Yacht. After this, a number 
of private visitors accommodated in private ships were allowed to 
have a view of the whole flotilla of ships including foreign war- 
ships as well as merchant ships which had anchored in the Spit- 
head waters in their assigned positions, by taking a round in the 
prescribed route. Some of the visitors witnessed the review from 
the surrounding positions including those in the Isle of Wight. 
From 10 p. m. to midnight there were beautiful illuminations from 
the ships which gave an unusual treat to a vast audience spread 
over different vessels. 

India was represented in the Review by the Cruiser “ Indus” 
and it was naturally the object of the greatest interest and admira- 
tion of all. Her white sleekness standing out conspicuously against 
the sombre background of the Tower of London was particularly 
remarkable. There were 18 representative foreign warships in- 
cluding 8 armoured ships, three cruisers and seven minor units 
among which “ Dunkerque ” of France, Admiral Graf Spee of 
Germany named after her Admiral of the Great War notability, 
New York of United States of America, and Marat of Soviet Russia 
were specially attended to by the cheering crowds, while passing 
them. The absence of Italy and the representation of Spain by 
Ciscar notwithstanding the civil war did not fail to invite the notice 
of the assembly. The Naval Review had a peculiar significance, 
as King George VI like his father commenced his career in the 
navy, when nobody expected that as a result of a mysterious divine 
dispensation he would in later years have the good fortune of being 
called to the highest position in the Empire. Taking the naval 
course at the Royal Naval Colleges at Osborne and Dartmouth, His 
Majesty had the varied experience of a world tour in the Cadet- 
training cruiser Cumberland. It is also interesting to recall that His 
Majesty was present as midshipman in the battleship Collingwood 
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at the pre-war Review of July 1914 as well as an Acting Sub-Lieu- 
tenant in the memorable battle of Jutland on the last day in May 
1916. It was the good fortune of His Majesty that he had the 
unique opportunity of visiting New Zealand, Australia and other 
notable places in an eight months’ world tour in the famous 
battleship Renown and opening the Federal Parliament at Canberra, 
the new capital of Australia, in the year 1927. 

The various kinds of ships were arranged in eight lines from 
A to H and the Royal Yacht with its companions passed westward 
between ships located in lines D and E and returned through those 
situated in lines F and G. The foreign warships were standing in 
line G. Among the British Wax*ships, the battleships Nelson and 
Rodney with a displacement of about 40,000 tons at full load and 
about 700 feet in length represented the most powerful units. 
Equipped with 16 inch and 6 inch guns and having a speed of 23 
knots these ships possessed about 1350 officers and men and cost 
about £ 75,50,000. Out of the battle cruisers present the Hood 
and Repulse attached to the Mediterranean fleet and the latest and 
notable Southampton and Newcastle may be mentioned in parti- 
cular along with the famous Ironduke of Admiral Jellicoe. Indus 
with a tonnage of 1100 would appear to be very pigmy in com- 
parison with these ships. But what struck me most was the 
information given to me that in the course of the next 3 years, 
a complete new fleet of great power including five battleships, 
twenty-one cruisers, forty destroyers and a number of large 
aircraft carriers, submarines, and other auxiliaries was being 
built in order to restore the British reputation as a first-rate 
sea-power. 

If we try to recapitulate the advance made in the Navy we 
would find that the aircraft-carriers are quite a new type of the 
naval equipment, while the latest submarines have made vast 
strides in their development, since the last war. Similarly there 
has been a great improvement in the Cruiser-building and H. M.S. 
Hood forms the best specimen of the same. The change in 
weapons and their management is also remarkable. The substi- 
tution of oil for coal as fuel has equally revolutionised the navy. 
But what is most noticeable is the far higher standard required of 
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men who have to work in this branch of the nation's forces, in 
recent years. What I mean to say by this is that the present 
seaman required a far greater skill and technical knowledge as he 
has to work as a gunlayer, rangetaker or torpedoman, or to master 
the intricate mechanism of a modern man-of-war, while the ship’s 
inmates have to be chosen so as to include persons knowing almost 
every profession or skilled trade such as a surgeon, wireless 
operator, printer, engineer, accountant, banker or even a mathe- 
matician and what not. The varied utility of the navy in ordinary 
times is also worth noting. Now-a-days a naval employee has to 
pay a continual round of visits in the nooks and corners of the 
whole world and to prepare millions of charts of coasts, reefs, 
shoals or sandbanks and also collect every type of hydrographic 
information. He is considered to be lucky inasmuch as he is 
able to see like a tourist, various regions and peoples and plants 
and animals, no less than nature’s sceneries such as beautiful sun- 
sets, and brilliant night skies, and into the bargain he is paid for 
the same while the tourist has to spend for it from his own pocket. 
Another aspect of this usefulness is the relief work performed by 
the navy after earthquakes in different countries, the protection 
offered to British subjects and foreign refugees and their property 
in countries like Spain, Palestine or China when convulsed with 
internecine quarrels or foreign aggression and the attempts made 
in suppressing slavery and piracy wherever it was detected. The 
remembrance of the varied fields in which the Navy works for the 
good of humanity in peace times does not also fail to give rise to 
mingled feelings about the vast strides which science has taken in 
the weapons of destruction and the consequent risk of disaster 
which they hold in front of mankind. 

The total number of ships which took part in the Review was 
1060, that at the Jubilee Review of 1935 being 973. The number 
of British and Dominions’ men-of-war was 141, while the liners 
and other merchant vessels were 127 and the number of yachts 
was 764. Thousands of people had assembled on the shore both 
in Portsmouth and the Isle of Wight to watch the greatest electrical 
display which went on for an hour from 10 p.m. With the 
shooting of a maroon from the Royal Yacht, all the ships spread 
over 12 miles began to bla 2 e with bright unsteady flame and after 
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some time a galaxy of searchlights with their myriad beams, made 
its appearance from them. The lights then played on in a variety 
of ways, sometimes sweeping down to the sea-level, again rising to 
the skies and lastly falling down harmoniously like a professional 
dancer. Thereupon the battleships and the aircraft-carriers fired 
a rain of coloured shells, while the cruisers and other fleet sections 
sent up showers of rockets in different colours. Waterfalls of 
golden rain emanating from some of the ships, coupled with 
parachute flares from others marked the close of the display at 
11 p.m. Afterwards for an hour, the ships remained continuously 
illuminated in one position in their own places. 

The huge crowds then began to disperse. Those who had 
come in hired launches at once returned to Southampton or Ports- 
mouth and thence proceeded to London and other places by buses. 
The Government guests and others who had gone to Spithead by 
trains, spent the rest of the night in their ships or other suitable 
places and preferred to return to London by the trains. An idea 
of the crowd which had gathered at Spithead and its vicinity can 
be had from only one significant fact that the Southern Railway 
ran 50 special trains from Waterloo and Victoria to Portsmouth 
and Southampton in about five hours before noon of the day fixed 
for the Naval Review. 


Thousands of people also took advantage of the extraordinary 
occasion which was made available to the public of witnessing the 
battleships at Spithead for two days after the Review, as well as 
for a few days before, while they lay anchored near London after 
the Coronation. 


A costume ball was held at the Albert Hall on Thursday 
Coronation ^e 13th May 1937 at night. As the place of per- 
Costnme Baii at formance was quite close to my residence and as 
the Albert Hal object of the function was to kill two birds 

with, one stone viz. to express the joy of the Londoners in honour 
of the Coronation and to help . a noble object, it was interesting 
to note that even in London, acts useful to society such as 
hospitals or cheap theatres were assisted by the profits secured 
from arranging such public functions of entertainment. During 
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my stay there, I received several appeals of this kind and it is 
needless to add that I responded to them in my own humble way. 
In accepting the invitation for the costume ball, I felt a special 
pleasure as it gave me a rare opportunity of witnessing a pro- 
cession symbolizing the history of the drama from Sophocles to 
Shaw, This function was arranged on the lines of the Shakespeare 
Ball which was performed at the Coronation of King George V. 
The Hall was tastefully ornamented so that the boxes curved 
round a rosered Tudor palace and beautiful garden of clipped yew 
designed against a big azure sheet by Sir Edward Lutyens, the 
eminent artist who.planned New Delhi and the Viceregal premises. 
Nets of coloured balloons and illuminated crowns beneath them 
which were hung from the roof imparted a peculiar charm to 
the whole environment. The performance was honoured by 
the gracious presence of the Duke and Duchess of Gloucester 
and some of the foreign royalties who had arrived in London 
for the Coronation. 

Amid the appropriate playing of an orchestra of 60 musicians, 
dancing couples wearing various kinds of dresses exhibited their 
performance upto about midnight when different processions 
representing the dramatic art in the intervening period were led 
one after the other on the stage erected in the centre. The Court 
of Queen Elizabeth in which Lady Asquith acted as Queen 
Elizabeth and the scenes of Shakespeare’s Kings and Queens as 
well as other women naturally created a special interest among 
the audience on account of their popularity. 

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 

The British Government had decided to hold a special session 
of the Imperial Conference in the Coronation week 
feren^e”* 1 Con ” by taking advantage of the arrival of the Empire 
premiers and other representatives. Accordingly 
the session opened in Queen Anne's Room at St. James’ Palace 
on Friday the 14th May 1937. Mr. Baldwin was voted to the 
chair. H. H. the Maharaja Gaekwar of Baroda and Dr. Ba 
Maw spoke on behalf of India and Burma respectively at the 
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first day’s plenary session. The deliberations of the Conference 
continued for several days, But its main object was to formulate 
a united Empire policy for the maintenance of world peace and 
self-defence in view of the unrest prevailing all over. The 
suggestion of Mr. Lyons, the Australian prime minister, regarding 
the Non-aggression Pact between the countries of the Pacific was 
a new idea. Similarly the pointed reference to the all-round 
awakening in India, in her struggle for the attainment of her full 
stature and freedom perfected by order by the Princely Sopkesman 
of India, was no less remarkable although he prefaced his brief 
remarks by confessing that the internal affairs of India were not 
the direct concern of the Imperial Conference, There have been 
sessions of Empire Statesmen since the Golden Jubilee of Queen 
Victoria the Good. But since 1907 it was resolved to hold 
periodical sittings of the Imperial Conference as such and the last 
sesison was held in 1930. During the succeeding six years great 
constitutional changes have taken place such as the passing of the 
Statute of Westminster and the Government of India Act and 
allusion was rightly made to these outstanding events in the 
speech of the Chairman. 

By far the most important non-official function in connection 

Non official t ^ ie Coronation, was the grand Dinner given at 

Dinner to Em- the Grosvenor House on Empire Day viz. 24th May 
pire Premiers J937 to the Empire Premiers and representatives on 
the combined behalf of some of the public institutions long 
working in London for the good of the Empire. The institutions 
which had united for this purpose were the East India Association, 
the Royal Empire Society, the British Empire League, the Royal 
African Society, the Over-seas League, the School-Empire Com- 
mittee and the British Women’s Hospitality Committee. I was 
already a member of the East India Association since I last visited 
Europe in 1930 and became a non-resident member of the Royal 
Empire Society during the present visit as I found that it was also 
a very useful institution like the East India Association. The 
number of guests exceeded 1200 and included almost all the 
worthiest in London and the British Empire., including Indian 
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Rulers, all of whom were received by the principal office-bearers 
of the host institutions. Major-General the Earl of Athlone, 
President of the Royal African Society, presided over the Dinner. 
An appropriate loyal message was sent to His Majesty expressing 
heartfelt good wishes for a long and glorious reign blessed by an 
ever-growing spirit of mutual understanding and good will between 
all the people of the Commonwealth and a befitting reply of 
thanks was received from the King-Emperor. After the loyal 
toasts were honoured, a toast in honour of “ The British Common- 
wealth ” was proposed by Mr. Baldwin. It was very significant 
that on the same day in the morning, an impressive thanks-giving 
service was held in St. Paul’s Cathedral and in the evening 
Mr. Baldwin was to make his last public speech as Premier at the 
memorable banquet as he was to lay down his office the next day. 
He was followed among others by Mr. Mackenzie King and H. H. 
the Maharaja Gaikwar of Baroda. The last political utterance of 
Mr. Baldwin was really ennobling and befitting the solemn 
occasion. The Prime Minister rightly hit upon the nature of the 
bond which held the Empire together, when he said that neither 
self-interest, nor trade could have made the greatest experiment of 
the British Commonwealth a success, but it was the mutual 
sympathy and understanding of each other’s problems as well as 
common ideals, common inspiration, common love of freedom of 
the individual and of the body politic and not any attempt to 
define the constitution or put it in a straight waist-coat which alone 
could save them from destruction and strangulation. Mr. Baldwin’s 
sympathetic reference to India and Indian rulers, the projected 
Federation and the deep-rooted conception of Kingship among the 
Indians was very touching and it was duly responded to by H. H. 
the Maharaja Gaikwar of Baroda who, however, while appreci- 
ating the reforms already conceded by the passing of the 
Government of India Act 1935 did not fail to impress upon the 
audience that more rapid and extensive progress would have been 
more welcome. A toast to the health of the President was then 
proposed by Mr. Neville Chamberlain in an apt but brief speech 
and the function which again so remarkably brought out the unity 
of the Empire came to a happy close. 
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As I had seen at least one specimen of every type of sight- 
seeing during my last tour, it was not my intention 
the S Metropofi» n to devote muc h time in that direction in course of 
my second tour. So I arranged to leisurely show to 
the Rajkumars and the Rajkumaries everything that would interest 
the children out of what I had seen under the guidance of theDarbar 
Surgeon and a courier whom I had specially engaged for that 
purpose. As I have already described in my account of the last trip 
all that was important, it is needless to refer to it again, although 
substantial changes have naturally taken place during the interval. 
However it would not be inappropriate if I try to describe in short 
some of the new things which I was able to withness occasionally. 
Among such things, may be mainly mentioned the Science Museum, 
Ken Wood, Kensington Palace and Keats House. 

The Science Museum owes its inception to the Great Exhi- 
bition held in London at South Kensington in 1851. 
ience A large number of important exhibits illustrating 
the industrial application of Art and Science collected 
at that exhibition along with similar ones in other places forms the 
nucleus of this instructive institution. Additions such as models 
of Ships and Marine Engines, contents of the old Patent Museum 
and Art collections of the South Kensington Museum made from 
time to time have gradually developed the utility of this institution. 
In the basement is located what is called Children's gallery where 
a working demonstration of a rainbow and simple exhibits showing 
the measurement of time, reflection and refraction of light and the 
applications of the photo-electric cell have been arranged along 
with models showing the development of transport by land, sea 
and air in different illuminated scenes from very ancient times 
upto the present day. In another section, we can mark the com- 
forts derived by the invention of gas and electricity, with special 
reference to the progress achieved in a kitchen or street and 
domestic lighting. The third portion contains a windlass, lifting 
jacks, pulleys and a locomotive crossing a bridge. The speciality 
of this portion is that the visitor can unreservedly operate any of 
them. The part containing the exhibition of the development of 
method of communication particularly appealed to me as it starts 
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from the primitive beacon and ends with the up-to-date telephone 
exchange. The cathode-ray oscillograph illustrating the conversion 
of sound into equivalent electric currents is of peculiar interest, 
not to mention the different diminutive workshops and a working 
model stage. The section which appeared to be most wonderful 
of all was what contained cinematographic exhibition of short films 
three times a day and the working model of the Gladstone Docks 
and a Romano-British pottery Kiln. 

There are three floors to the building, besides the ground one. 
The Foucault Pendulum demonstrating the rotation of the earth, 
strikes the visitor’s eye at the outset as he enters the Main Hall on 
the ground floor. Apart from the Science Library which contains 
about 300,000 volumes and periodicals and four million bibliogra- 
phic references, there are in all 66 galleries on the four floors. 
It is needless to say how it is impossible to convey an idea of their 
contents, but to try to mention the general classification of the 
exhibits would also not be so easy. However that does not mean 
that no attempt should be made to touch briefly some of the broad 
subjects dealt with therein. Side by side with metrology, the 
animal, wind and water-power and hot air, gas and oil engines in 
twenty galleries, we find the growth of steam power and aeronau- 
tics, marine apparatus, lifting appliances and road vehicles on the 
ground floor. The first floor houses twenty galleries more dealing 
with merchant ships and warships, mining and metallurgy, hand 
and machine tools, water meters, agricultural implements, electri- 
cal implements, electrical communication, television, type writing 
and printing. Spread over a similar score of galleries will be found 
on the second floor exhibits concerning mathematics, magnetism, 
accoustics, meteorology, X-Ray, Geo-physics, pumping, building 
construction, and sewage disposal. The third floor shows in the 
remaining six galleries sciences such as surveying, astronomy, 
optics and chemistry. In that portion assigned to astromony, it 
was of great interest to see the model of the Jaipur observatory. 
Being quite close to my residential quarters and having felt a 
special interest in this institution, I paid several visits to the same 
and was again impressed with the vast facilities to Londoners for 
initiating their children from their infancy into an aptitude for 
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understanding and making fresh researches. It also appeared to 
me as a miniature permanent exhibition and when I later on 
visited the Paris Exhibition, it seemed to me to be nothing more 
than a vast collection of several such exhibitions. 

The Kensington Palace will stand out in history as a famous 
building on account of its being t the place of birth 
mKensin^n anc j ear ]y years of Queen Victoria the Good. This 
palace as well as the Kensington Gardens and the 
memorial statue and the hall in honour of the Prince Consort, 
being in the vicinity of the hotel in which I was staying, were 
naturally constantly in my mind while I spent my days in London. 
I always strolled with pleasure in the gardens and rounded the 
Albert Statue in leisure time. It was also interesting to mark the 
activities of the Contingent which was accommodated there. But 
the Kensington Palace had a special importance as it was the 
centenary year of the accession of Queen Victoria. It was in the 
fitness of things that a portion of the Royal Palace was still in the 
occupation of her youngest child Princess Beatrice. It was with 
peculiar sentiments of joy and respect that I visited the State 
Rooms on one day in which Queen Victoria lived, played, slept 
and studied and the view of the site of the ” lost ” staircase better 
known as the King’s Grand staircase reminded me as to how 
Queen Victoria must have walked in her night attire down the 
same in 1837 to learn the news of her accession from Lord Mel- 
bourne. It was also gratifying to know that it was in the same 
palace that Queen Mary was born in 1867 and several of the other 
royalties passed their life. While inspecting the palace I was 
happy to view the architecture of Wren and Kent in some places. 

During my visit to Europe in 1930, I had marked the 
Keats’ Hon*e Keats-Shelley Memorial House at Rome while 
passing the Spanish Square. It was there in Rome 
that the great English Poet Keats died of consumption in 1821 at 
an early age of 26. When in the grip of death after the symptoms 
of that great scourge were completely visible, he was advised that 
there was hope of his life if only he could arrange to spend his 
winter in Italy. His friend Joseph Severn took him there, but in 
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spite of every effort, the greatest poet after Shakespeare left his 
mortal coils on the bank of the Tiber. Keats is one of those few 
who have made a name in so short a span of life. With the sight 
of his memorial in Rome, a spell of regret passed in my mind, that 
I did not avail myself of the opportunity of visiting that literary 
hero’s London house. Bearing it in mind, I paid a visit one day 
to the Keats House and Museum, Wentworth Place, Hampstead. 
It was of interest to see the poet’s sitting-room which is kept in the 
same state as it was in his own time, as well as the painting by 
Severn and some of Keats’ letters. I was shown the tree under 
which Keats wrote “ The Ode to the Nightingale It was how- 
ever a surprise to learn that public subscription had to be erected 
for preserving this monument so recently as in 1920-21 and it 
was largely contributed by Americans, This, I was told, was due 
to the financial stringency through which the English nation was 
then passing as a result of the Great War. It is really pathetic to 
recall that his brother Tom suffered the same fate and although 
the poet was engaged to Fanny Brawne, the marriage could not 
take place on account of his serious illness. 

The respect for the Keats House naturally led me to the 
adjoining Ken Wood near Hampstead; Heath where 
Park* Konwood the mansion and the valuable collection of pictures 
and furniture of the late Lord Iveagh attract a 
visitor’s eye along with the beautiful surrounding view-points. All 
that tract comprising the Golder’s Hill Estate, Waterlow Park and 
the Highgate Woods and the view from the flagstaff together with 
the Well Walk holds the onlooker spell-bound and is indeed well 
worth a visit. 

While framing the programme of the visit to London, I had 
planned to see something of television and so by a 
Palace** 11 dra P rev * ous appointment with the British Broadcasting 
Corporation I paid a visit to the Alexandra Palace 
on Saturday the 22nd May 1937 at 2 p. m. Mr. Gregor, the Direc- 
tor of the Empire programmes and Mr. Rendell, Deputy Director 
of Television service met me at the entrance and took me to the 
third floor into a reception room. There I saw on a small screen 
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first an internal programme of a Panch and Judy Show followed 
by an external transmission of Mr. Middleton planning out a 
garden in the grounds of the palace. In the middle of this act, I 
and the party accompanying me left the room to see the televis- 
ing of the performers from a window in an adjoining room. 
Then we were conducted into a studio from which transmission 
was made. Here we saw the actors under very strong lights being 
televised by electric cameras in different parts of the room. At the 
same time we could see in a corner of the room the result of the 
transmission on a screen similar to that previously viewed. It was 
really very wonderful to watch simultaneously the actual perform- 
ance and the televised objects and scenes. After this we were 
conducted to the Baird transmitting room. It is no longer used 
for this purpose. Lastly we saw the transmission room as then 
in vogue where the television waves are distributed through the 
ether. While passing through these rooms we were asked to 
observe strict silence as the microphones were alive. 


From the Alexandra Palace Mr. Gregor was kind enough to 

The British ta ^ e us to t ^ e British Broadcasting House, Portland 
Broadcasting Palace W. 1. Here I was entertained to tea and 
ous * then shown over a number of studios including the 

large studio most favoured by King Edward VIII since he was 
Prince of Wales. 


Among the important dramas which I saw this time, mention 
deserves to be made of “ Candida ” and “ Prince 
Cinamas* *” d Siddhhartha ”. The former is a famous drama of 
Bernard Shaw written at the end of nineties, Henrik 
Ibsen, the great Swedish dramatist had given a shock to society by 
his drama “ Doll’s House ” in which he has depicted the picture of 
a wife who was convinced that she was a doll and unfit to have 
children’s charge and so she preferred to walk out of the door to 
find out what the world was really like. Ibsen’s hero was selfish, 
conceited and pitifully small in emergencies. Shaw produced as a 
contrast a heroine who. runs the establishment and makes her 
husband’s public triumphs possible. Shaw’s hero is of unques- 
tionably high character and of unselfish spirit. Domestically he is 
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the pet and doll. No wonder therefore that Shaw’s characters sit 
down to discuss the play and draw the moral and both continue to 
live together, by removing mutual misunderstandings by a free 
talk. Shaw’s masterly production at an opportune time succeeded 
in warding off the evil effects of the rude shock given by Henrik 
Ibsen’s work and it was gratifying to note that the drama has kept 
its hold on the stage even after a long period of forty years. It 
was also interesting to learn that “ Candida ” was the work selected 
as a representative English drama for the Paris exhibition. I 
therefore purposely took an opportunity of witnessing it at the 
Globe Theatre where Diana Winyard acted as Candida. 

f ‘ Prince Siddhhartha ” was an opera written on Buddha’s life. 
Various scenes in his life including his birth, courtship, marriage, 
the procession of a dead body, the consequent despondency, tailed 
and marked demons, the end of a quarrel between two fighting 
tribes, the inspiration of knowledge under a bunyan tree and the 
unwavering attitude notwithstanding the amorous gestures of 
singing and dancing girls. The opera was shown in the Scala 
Theatre and I could see there Eastern dresses including that of a 
Sanyasin and wondered how this opera could appeal to: a British 
audience. 

In the Cinema sphere, the most complete and successful 
talkie picture of the Coronation procession and the ceremony in 
the Abbey which I was able to witness in Studio 2 Regent Street 
within three days was a practical illustration of the marvellous 
achievement of that science. Another innovation was the intro- 
duction of the system of showing the same picture continuously 
for a number of hours, with an interlude such as cock’s walk or 
fish trapping between the end of one programme and the beginning 
of the same again, so that a spectator may at any time come and 
see the show from any point. If all the seats were occupied, 
the visitor had to wait in a queue till he was sure of a vacant seat 
and taken to it by the attending porter. It was notable that a 
spectator when once he has secured a seat could sit there as long 
as he liked, although generally the average visitor vacated his 
seat of his own accord after witnessing one round of the pro- 
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gramme and touching the point from whence he commenced. 
One more novel feature in the cinema world worth mention was 
the vast progress made in the production of colour films. The 
Technicolor process was the latest invention after the earlier ones 
of natural colours, two colours or three colours. 

The spirit of competition exhibited by the cinema dealers in 
taking the Coronation films to America, Australia and other 
territories of the Empire was astonishing. Some of them even 
went by air and it is no wonder that the ceremony was viewed 
in its true perspective even in distant lands within a week or so 
from the happening of the great event. 

Apart from the prominent men in British public life whom 
I had the pleasure of meeting several times during 
highpe'sraage* the official and semi-official or social functions, 
mention deserves to be made about my visits with 
the Marquis and Marchioness of Willingdon, Sir Frederick and 
Lady Sykes, Sir Roger and Lady Lumley and the Rt. Hon’ble 
Mr. L. S. Amery, now the Secretary of State for India and Mrs. 
Amery at their houses and Viscount Halifax at the House of Lords, 
Lord Zetland Secretary of State for India at the India Office and 
Sir Eric Mievielle at the Buckingham Palace. Sir Eric, it will be 
remembered, was Private Secretary to Lord Willingdon during his 
Viceroyalty. I am particularly grateful to the Hon’ble Mr. L. S. 
Amery for presenting me his thought-provoking book “The 
Forward View.” His suggestion that there should be a small 
inner cabinet like the War Cabinet to direct and formulate the 
policy of Government in every direction, and its execution should be 
entrusted to the larger cabinet is worthy of consideration as it 
would be easily realized that the same superbrain cannot manage 
the formulation and carrying out of a policy outlined for the 
ultimate good of a nation. Regarding how a policy approved 
by the majority of elected representatives of a nation at one 
period notwithstanding the spirited opposition of really far-seeing 
statesmen, is found to be wrong in later years, I found the 
following quotation from Disraeli’s speech in connection with 
the principles of protective tariffs, very instructive and prophetic. 
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Opposing the policy of free trade Lord Beaconsfield said, “ It 
may be vain in the midnight of their intoxication to tell them 
that there will be an awakening of bitterness ; it may be idle now 
in the spring-tide of their economic frenzy to warn them that 
there may be an ebb of trouble. But the dark and inevitable hour 
will arrive, Then when their spirits are softened by misfortune, 
they will recur on these principles that made England great and 
which in our belief will keep England great. Then too, Sir, per 
chance they may remember not with unkindness, those who 
betrayed and deserted, were neither ashamed, nor afraid to 
struggle for the “good old cause”, the cause with which are 
associated principles the most popular, the sentiments the most 
entirely national, the cause of labour, the cause of the people, 
the cause of England." How true have these words come to 
be true. The perusal of this extract reminded me of a similar 
occurrence, but of an opposite .nature. I mean the speech of 
Pulteny opposing the excise bill introduced by Walpole. At that 
time a beneficial measure had to be abandoned in pursuance of 
opposition. In the above instance, a measure against the real 
interests of the country was passed in spite of vehement attack 
on its principles. 

Two Court Balls were given at the Buckingham Palace in 
„ „ „ hononr of the Coronation, one on the 13th May 

The Balls at _ i i i 

theBuckingbam 1937 and the other on the 26th idem. I had the 
a ace honour of being invited to the latter function. The 

King and Queen entered the ball-room at 10 p. m. Thirty-one 
members of the Royal family and a large number of foreign 
Royalties were present on the occasion. The white drawing-room, 
the ball-room annexe, the entrance hall, the drawing-room and the 
ball supper-room including the scent fountain as well as the buffet 
were magnificently decorated in a colour scheme of pink. There 
were vases of pink rambler roses and profuse pink carnations. 
The Queen and other ladies wore richly embroidered dresses and 
valuable ornaments consisting of diamonds and other precious 
stones. The f un ction was grand and could automatically remind 
the audience of the description of eastern Durbars. 



44 


ROYAL CORONATION AND MY SECOND TRIP TO EUROPE 


I took advantage of my stay in London by attending the 
_ , opening performance of the annual Royal Tourna- 

Tournament of ment at Olympia on the 27th May 1937. It had a 
Olympia special importance as it was graced by Their Majesties 

by their august presence along with the Princesses Elizabeth and 
Margaret. The performance opened with the Guards of Honour 
and then the Royal Navy gave a window ladder and rope climbing 
display. Afterwards the Royal Horse Artillery showed their 
acrobatic feats and then the audience was entertained to the excel- 
lent rifle drill of the King’s Squad. Thereupon the Lancers and 
the City of London signals gave a sample of their feats. This 
was followed by the physical training display. The inter-port 
field gun display by the Royal Navy and another picturesque 
demonstration of the Royal Horse Artillevy named “|A field day 
in 1829 ” were in particular thrilling events. Then came a 
display of the Royal Air Force and the Toy Soldier’s parade 
exhibited by the boys of the Duke of York’s Royal Military 
School, brought the function to an interesting close. It must 
be mentioned in passing that several school parties were visible 
among the audience. 


As already indicated in the earlier part, it was my intention to 

Consultation consu ^ with some eminent physician in London 
with an Harley about my health, as I occasionally feel that I have 
street expert not f u Uy rec0 vered from the effects of my last pro- 
longed illness of 1931-32. Accordingly I got myself thoroughly 
examined by Dr. Carpenter of the Harley Street. After prescribing 
a few courses he advised me to go to Vienna and in consultation 
with some renowned expert there to spend a few days at some 
famous watering place for the sake of health. The Hon’ble Rai 
Bahadur Lala Ram Charandas, C.I.E., with whom I had become 


acquainted in the S. S. Ranchi was kind enough to pay me a call 
at the Kensingtion Palace Mansions and specially made enquiries 
about my health and in the course of our talk he suggested the 
name of Dr. Porges for consultation at Vienna. In making that 
suggestion, he told me that he had a personal experience of his 
proficiency in abdominal diseases in the case of his wife. He 
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explained that she was ailing for some years and consultations in 
India with eminent physicians were unfortunately of no avail. 
But under the correct diagnosis and the treatment of Dr. Porges 
and perhaps also on account of the climate in Europe I was pleased 
to learn that she had now completely regained her health from the 
chili of the intestines from which she was long suffering. I had 
also a mind to consult some eminent Surgeon at Vienna for the 
deformity of the leg of the Yuwaraj. In view of all these circum- 
stances, I decided to visit the capital of Austria. It was my ori- 
ginal intention first to stay at Paris and witness the grand Inter- 
national exhibition there and then to proceed to Vienna and some 
watering place. But soon I came to learn that the exhibition was 
. ... then in an imperfect condition and various estimates 

vance about tbe about the date of its probable completion began to 
Paris Exhibition reac k m y ears< Some said that it would not be 

complete for a month, although I had read in the papers about its 
opening on Monday the 24th of May 1937 at the hands of M. 
Lebrun, the President of the French Republic, outside the Grand 
Palais a large part of which had been transformed into a “ Palace 
of Discovery On the other hand, some persons went so far as 
to prophesy that the exhibition would not be ready till November. 
Amidst these conflicting conjectures, I was surprised to read that 
the exhibition would be open to the public only on Tuesday after- 
noon, after its unveiling on the previous day, and thereafter it 
would be closed for about three more weeks till the middle of 
June. The westerners are noted for their punctuality in every 
undertaking. But I was wonderstruck to see it so loose in 
the case of the Paris Exhibition. Of course on further investi- 
gation I learnt that there were cogent reasons for this delay. 
The first was the gigantic size of the Exhibition. Another was 
the over-flooding of the exhibition grounds for over a month. 
And topmost of all was the hesitancy of the builders’ unions to 
fin ish the work speedily for fear of the post-completion un- 
employment. However owing to this state of affairs I had to 
decide to proceed direct to Vienna first and again return to Paris 
for seeing the exhibition after a month, instead of seeing the 
exhibition en route. 
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It was definitely announced a long time before the Coronation 
that Mr. Baldwin would lay down the reins of his 
tous ie cfaan°g™ e ?n onerous post within a fortnight from the solemn 
the Cabinet ev ent and Mr. Neville Chamberlain, Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, would succeed him, inevitably causing several 
important changes in the personnel of Government. The event 
was bound to have a varied significance and I deemed it a happy 
coincidence that I was able to be present in London to .mark that 
great alteration. The first and foremost point that struck me was 
the high sense of the Premier’s generous self-sacrifice in voluntarily 
vacating his most covetable rank simply for the sake of enjoying 
a well-earned rest and in giving up the thought of continuing in 
the office so as to overburden his powers at the cost of health. 
Mr. Baldwin was then at the height of his popularity and there 
was nobody in the Empire who did not want him. The Imperial 
Conference had not concluded its labours. The situation in 
Europe was grave. The domestic questions such as strengthening 
the military resources, introducing new taxation on profits for 
meeting the consequential burden and increasing the food produc- 
tion so as to safeguard any emergency, were agitating the country. 
In these circumstances few would have thought of retiring from a 
successful public life and hence the highminded graceful act of 
the Prime Minister appealed to everybody. It was another 
coincidence that a second British Premier was retiring just after 
the conclusion of a great Imperial festival within only a couple of 
years. It will be recalled that the first Labour Prime Minister 
Mr. Ramsay Macdonald resigned the premiership of the National 
Government in May 1935 after the termination of the Jubilee 
Celebrations for reasons of health. Alas, the great man is no more 
with us so soon. Mr. Baldwin had already set a noble example of 
self-negation by standing down from the highest position the 
country could offer, when the nation’s good so required, by 
accepting a subordinate post in the Cabinet and continuing in the 
same even after the elections of 1931 gave him and the Conser- 
vative party a vast majority and he repeated the same in the last 
week of May 1937. The numerous tributes which he received at 
the time of his retirement both from his friends and political 
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opponents as well as from public institutions and bodies singularly 
marked him out as one of the choicest few who had the good 
fortune of successfully closing their career under such unique and 
auspicious circumstances. The change in the cabinet took place 
without any disturbance in politics and he took the regretful 
decision only because he felt that his continuance in the then state 
of his health would impair the work of the Government of which 
he was the head. As there was no change in the Government 
policy, the alteration in the premiership did not cause any 
commotion. However there were some minor changes in the 
several portfolios. The new appointment which was of interest to 
India was that of Lord Stanley as Under-Secretary of State for 
India in place of the Hon'ble Mr. Butler who was shifted to the 
Ministry of Labour. 

From my previous experience, I had felt the necessity of 
Mr De* Raj temporarily engaging the services of a Secretary 
during my stay in London and on the Continent in 
order to assist my staff in making local and travelling arrange- 
ments. I had accordingly written in advance to Mr. Timms and 
Captain Allanson of Messrs. Thos. Cook & Son Ltd., for finding 
out a suitable man. I am glad to say that both of them introduced 
and recommended to me soon after my arrival in London 
Mr, Des Raj, a Punjabi Indian, for temporary appointment. He 
appeared to me a very smart and courteous gentleman and in my 
three months’ experience it gives me a great pleasure to note that 
I found in him exactly the type of man I wanted. He seemed to 
be well acquainted with the western manners and customs and 
was extremely useful to me in fixing my varied appointments 
many times on phone and helping me in punctually carrying them 
out. He was also of great assistance to me as already pointed out 
in carrying out the sight-seeing of the children. But his particular 
aid was in preparing my continental itinerary and accomplishing 
it to my complete satisfaction in every minutest detail. Of course 
he had the full co-operation of Messrs. Thos. Cook & Son Ltd. 
But even with that, the business instinct of Mr. Raj was clearly 
perceptible. 
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In pursuance of our programme, settled well-nigh before- 
hand, I and my party left London (Victoria Station) 
ViInna Vel *° at 4-30 p. m. on the 31st of May 1937 by the Alberg 
Orient Express and reached Vienna in the evening 
direct the next day via Dover and Calais. The important cities 
and towns which we passed by en route, were Paris, Chamrot, 
Zurich, Salbarg, Bucks and Insbruck. Mr. Timms and Captain 
Allanson with a few others were present at the Victoria Station 
to bid me farewell. It was quite natural to feel uneasy while 
leaving a place which had become familiar by a month’s stay. 
However it was inevitable. There was a sigh of relief that our 
journey to and residence in London were pleasant and there was 
not the least trouble of any kind to mar the joy. There was 
hardly any hope when I left London in August 1930 that I would 
visit it again. God is great. I had an opportunity of coming 
over to London again and everything was smooth and satisfactory 
by the grace of the Almighty. 

On my way to Vienna I passed through France and Switzer- 
land and travelled by the bank of the river Sultza at the end. 
Thriving crops, tiny and tidy houses, rectangular or oblong fields, 
numerous pine and fir trees, a number of field-workers, snow- 
capped mountain peaks, long canals andiriverflows were visible on 
the way and the variegated scenery added to the pleasure of 
the continuous train journey. 

During my last trip, when I returned to London from the 
tour in Scotland and Ireland, I was staying in 
PrLad ShMtri * Grosvenor Hotel for four days before starting for 
the continental tour. In that short interval, my son 
the Yuvaraj happened to meet Prof. Hari Prasad Shastri of Bareilly 
in the United Provinces of India in a gathering of Indians and 
had the pleasure of learning about the valuable educative work 
he had been doing in London by acquainting the Westerners 
with and initiating them into the Hindu Philosophy. In order 
to know more about his activities and achievements as a Hindu 
preacher in Europe, and to introduce him to me, my son 
invited him to lunch with us at the Grosvenor Hotel the next 
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day. Since then we had been knowing each other and I had made 
it a point to visit his institution and attend some of his lectures 
according to the leisure at my disposal during my stay in London 
in the Coronation month. Accordingly soon after my arrival in 
London, I renewed my acquaintance with him and attended some 
of his sermons at his residence, Shanti Sadan, 30 Lansdowne 
Crescent W 11. b. He is a great Sanskrit Scholar and also knows 
Chinese, Japanese and Persian Classics. After having served as a 
lecturer on behalf of the All-India Hindu Religious Society in 
India. Prof. Shastri worked as a lecturer on Indian Philosophy in 
the Universities of Tokio and Shanghai for about twelve years. 
Since 1927 he is conducting a class of Indian Philosophy in 
London and gives regular lectures which are open to all seekers of 
spiritual truth on the subject on Wednesdays and Fridays. 
Dr. Shastri has published several books on philosophy in English 
and translated a number of others in Hindi or Chinese. He 
presented me with a set of some of his publications as a memento 
of my visit to his place. “ Wisdom from the East ” and *' Yoga 
Vasistha ” are two of them which I liked very much. 



CHAPTER II 


THE LAND OF MUSIC AND MEDICINE 

In Vienna I had arranged to put up this time in Hotel Bristol 
which was quite close to Grand Hotel in which I had 
inTtmtamt 0 ' spent my couple of days during the visit of 1930. 

On reaching Vienna the first thing that I did was the 
consultation with Dr. Otto Porges the University Professor and to 
watch the result of his treatment for some time under his guidance 
after he examined the progress of my digestion by X-Ray. During 
the same period, I arranged to take the counsel of Dr. Rchwam the 
famous surgeon there in regard to the deformity of the leg of the 
Yuwaraj. I stayed there in all for a little more than a fortnight. 
In the course of this interval. Dr. and Mrs. Porges cordially enter- 
tained me to a banquet at their house where I had also the pleasure 
of meeting Dr. Bidhanchandra Roy, the famous medical authority 
of Calcutta, who had come on a visit to Europe in order to attend 
an important conference at Moscow. It gave me a great happiness 
to invite Dr. and Mrs. Porges with their son and daughter to dine 
with me at the Bristol Hotel. I am glad to say that the treatment 
and directions of Dr. Porges did me a good deal of good and I then 
decided to spend a few days at the famous spa of Carlsbad in Czecho- 
slovakia in pursuance of his advice. Nay, I heartily welcomed the 
suggestion of Dr. Porges for getting an opportunity of visiting the 
healthy place which I had expressed a regret in my book " Twenty- 
one Weeks in Europe” for having missed to see during my last trip. 

In the leisure hours of my stay in the Austrian capital, I felt 
great pleasure in re-visiting old haunts such as 
in^f«na* e ng Schonbrunn Palace, the Ring Strasse, the Opern 
Theatre and the Prater as well as in witnessing many 
new places and programmes of interest. Apart from a stroll in 
the gardens of Schonbrunn by the underground railway, which I 
found to be of a very inferior type as compared with this system 
in London, I had an occasion to visit the apartments of that 
historical palace on one night in connection with a court-ball and 
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a public reception held there. On two other occasions in the 
evening, I witnessed a display of the Indian dance of Udayshankar 
and the opera of “Don Carlos” by Giuseppe Verdi, 
mtertainmestir The Theatre was crowded on the former occasion 
and it was indeed a source of great gratification to see 
that the performances of an Indian and his colleagues Madhavan, 
Simkie and Zohra were interesting and entertaining a western 
audience, although they were different in technique and very 
noticeably in emotion from western conceptions. In these per- 
formances, one could see copies of A janta frescoes and colours and 
hear an-age-old puzzling yet pleasing sounds. Udayshankar’s 
personality and stage-craft appeared to them to be particularly re- 
markable, while every movement of Simkie and the beauty of 
Zohra were amazingly watched with great joy. Having seen the 
art of Udayshankar so heartily appreciated in Europe, it was with 
great delight that I learnt on my arrival in India that Udayshankar 
intended to establish a cultural centre of dancing at Benares, the 
seat of the Hindu University. 

The Opera “Don Carlos” is based on Schiller’s tragedy con- 
cerned with the unfortunate life of Prince Charles of Spain and 
showing the great hold the Church wielded even over Kings in 
those times. The story begins with the burial of Emperor Charles V, 
grand-father of Don Carlos, at the convent of St. Just. He is in 
love with Elizabeth who becomes the wife of his father. King 
Philip, who grows suspicious of the Crown Prince on seeing him 
interviewing her in order to take leave of her before proceeding to 
Flanders in pursuance of the advice of his friend Marquis Posa. 
The suspicion is confirmed by stray incidents including one at a 
festival in the Royal gardens. An opportunity is found for the 
King to wreak his vengeance upon his son, when Don Carlos 
accuses him for burning the heretics. The Grand Inquisitor the 
chief of the church in Spain demands a death sentence upon the 
Crown Prince for this treachery or in the alternative upon Posa. 
Don Carlos is sent to prison where Posa goes to see him, when the 
latter is shot by a soldier of the Royal guards. Queen Elizabeth 
comes to meet the Crown Prince at St. Just in order to keep up 
her promise to Posa, when the King and the Grand Inquistitor 
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happen to come there and the King has to surrender the unhappy 
prince into the latter’s hands. The scenes of the burial and the 
garden festival were really very imposing. 

As I was able to stay in Vienna for about 16 complete days, 
it became possible for me to know more about the city 
detain about than what I could do in my last sojourn. Vienna is 
Vienna divided into 21 municipal districts of which only one 

( but it is pretty large ) is on the other side of the Danube as it does 
not flow through the centre of the town. The Inner city consists 
of 6 main parts of which the Ring-strasse and its vicinity forms an 
important one. My residence being in this portion, I could often 
wander in and about it whenever there was leisure. Hence it is 
quite natural that I repeatedly came in contact with the buildings, 
gardens and other objects of interest situated there. It is there- 
fore proposed to give particular details of these. Vienna is the 
second largest German-speaking city and naturally constitutes an 
important centre of German culture outside Germany. The Ring- 
strasse is two and half miles in length and more than 180 feet in 
width. The inner city is surrounded by this fine street on three 
sides, which is constructed since 1858 on the site of old fortifica- 
tions like the boulevards of Paris. 

The Opera House was the first imposing building in the 
early French Renaissance style on this street quite close to my 
quarters and visible therefrom. In front of it there are two 
candelebra and it is flanked by fountains with beautiful figures on 
either side. Near the green room in the theatre, there is an open 
gallery ornamented with frescoes and allegorical bronze figures. 
The green room itself is decorated with operatic scenes and busts 
of composers for which Vienna is so famous and the ceiling- 
paintings there are also remarkable. 

A little further we come across the inspiring bronze statue of 
Goethe near the Burg-garten which contains an equestrian statue 
of Emperor Francis, consort of Maria Theresa. The Maria- 
Therisien Plaza is in front of the statue of Goethe and in its 
centre, we can see the Maria Therisa Monument 63 feet in height. 
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The Statue of the Empress is posted on a lofty granite pedestal, 
with four double columns around it, holding the sceptre and the 
Pragmatic Sanction. The pedestal is beautified by the surrounding 
equestrian figures of the marshals, poets and other statesmen and 
great contemporaries of her times. Four fountains with marble 
groups and two colossal groups of Horse Tamers are the other 
notable objects in that square. 

In the same square, there are two famous museums; one is 
the Art History Museum and the other is the Natural History 
Museum. The Chief facade of the former 104 feet long is a 
massive central block flanked by two projecting wings. An 
octagonal dome with four turrets with a colosal figure of Athena 
covers the structure which is 212 feet high. The latter is a 
similar but a little less high building. 

Coming back to the Ring-strasse, we reach the Volks garden, 
after crossing the road from before the statue of Goethe. Thence 
we go to the majestic Parliament-Gebaude in the Greek style. It 
was formerly the seat of the Imperial Diet and now the two 
chambers of the Federal Congress of Austria hold their sessions 
there. The approach of this building is very charming on account 
of the four horse-tamers and eight marble statues of Roman and 
Greek historians. The portico consists of eight columns and a 
marble relief of the Granting of Constitution. There are also 
statues and eight bronze quadrigae on the attics of the wings and 
the peristyle borne by 24 monolithic columns, which is accessible 
from the portico, is really enchanting. The Athena Fountain 50 
feet high, in front, with a huge figure of Palles on a dwarf marble 
column with other allegorical figures on the pedestal adds a 
peculiar charm to the whole environment. As we proceed a little 
further, we come across the Burg-Theatre bearing an elaborate late- 
Renaissance style. Both of its staircases are in the wings and have 
got beautiful ceiling-pictures and statues and busts of actors. 
Even the front of the boxes is decorated with such statues. 

Opposite the Burg-Theatre is the Rathaus Park between the 
Parliament Building and the University, which is also full of 
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statues and busts of different personages. The Rathaus therein is 
118 feet in height and has got seven courtyards. But the massive 
tower is 322 feet high, and it has a banner-bearer in copper at the 
top. The building contains the Municipal Library, the Historical 
Museum of the city Vienna and the museum of sociology and 
economics. Close by is the quadrangular structure of the Univer- 
sity similar in design with the Lieben-berg Obelisk which is a 
reminder of the exploits of the burgomaster in the second Turkish 
Siege of 1683 a.d. The only other place worth mentioning on this 
section is the Stadt Park, apart from the Votive Church. 

Austria is an elongated country of a mountainous nature, 
, . the northern side of which is divided into three 

The relation . , . , , , 

of Vienna with separate portions according to the height from the 
the Country sea-level. The snowline lies between 8000-10000 ft. 
of height, while the tract between 3000-5000 ft. is called the corn- 
line. The intervening portion lying between these two is called 
the forest zone. The other parts of the country are similar in 
nature, although the height there is far less. However the 
character of the whole country can be gauged from the fact 
that 28% of it is occupied by agriculture and gardening and 
30% consists of meadows and pastures, while about 42% forms 
the forest. 

Beyond the line drawn from Krems to Znaisn and Brunn, the 
valleys are wide and have gentle slopes, interspersed with stony 
and wooded uplands about a thousand feet high. All the sunny 
slopes are terraced and planted with vines. There are rows of 
wine cellers (Keller gasse) on their edges, a kind of second village 
above the village proper. The whole country is of this nature. 
But the Lower Austria is specially noted for this. 

Coming to Vienna and its basin, the tourist is struck with its 
western edge which is also called the thermal line on account of 
the hot-springs at Midling, Baden, and Voslau. But the pros- 
perity of the city state is due to the arm of the river Danube, 
penetrating upto the heart of Vienna, while its main part with its 
water-meadows flows heedlessly apart. 




Schonbrunn, Vienna. Pqe jO 
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While in Vienna, I had occasion to watch two cinema films ; 
t t bi« one at ^^ ens£ i em i n Hotel Kino and the other at 
c i n w « m «° Piet Urania Kino. Both being English pictures exhibited 
tnre * in a foreign capital, I took advantage of the rare 

opportunity of seeing how they were appreciated by the people on 
the Continent. It was gratifying to see that the English films attract- 
ed a pretty good audience abroad and occasionally there was scope 
for English-knowing business-men or travellers to entertain them- 
selves by seeing such pictures during their journey. The pictures 
which I saw were “Grand Hotel'’ in which the famous cinema star 
Gretta Garbo has taken a part and the “Elephant Boy” of Kipling. 
In the former, as is well-known the theme is that the dealings in 
the world will go on uninterruptedly not minding whether some 
persons were jubilant at the happening of a good stroke of fortune, 
while others were suffering misery at the same time. In the other 
picture, my party and especially the children were pleased to see 
the view of Indian elephants in Indian jungle scenes and persons 
in tribal area versed in the art of taming such animals. 

Vienna is surrounded by beautiful forest scenery on all sides, 
on account of the limestone and sandstone, zoneB 
in the W VtaTn« and the proximity of the Alps. The long rounded 
forest ridges rise upto 1500 ft. in the vicinity above the 

adjoining valleys and upto 6800 ft. in some places. The forest 
consists mainly of beeches, and the mountain ridges are covered 
by pine-trees. In former days, the forest was preserved for Royal 
hunt and summer residences have grown up there in recent days. 
There are numerous holiday excursionists always traversing into 
this area and especially on Sundays. I had made it a point to 
visit different parts of this scenery in a motor and see the various 
view-points, occasionally on some spare evenings. 

On one day, we went to the Kahlenberg and the Leopoldsberg 
and took tea at the Kahlenberg Hotel on a height of 
bJg h \nd U *he 1585 ft. While ascending to the Kahlenberg, by 
Leopoldsberg. t j ie windings on the Kahlenberg street we have to 
pass the shady Beethoven-Gang containing a bust of Beethoven 
and the Heiligenstadt cemetary in which Julius Hann the climato- 
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Iogist lies in peace. Then we came across the cafe and dairy- 
named after Beethoven and after motoring for a few minutes we 
had a fine view of the Kahlenberg on the left and the Leopolds- 
berg on the right. First we went to the Kahlenberg peak on 
which there is a fine and spacious hotel, from the garden of which 
we can have a grand view of Vienna. The Josefs- Kirche and the 
tower Stephaniewarte with 125 steps are quite near and the 
glimpse of the surroundings from the tower is equally splendid. 
We could also see the Cobenzl Restaurant and the Hotel Schloss 
Cobengl therefrom. From there, we went direct to the Leopolds- 
berg point which is about 200 feet less high, by a red-marked path 
through the woods. There are an inn and a church with two 
towers on the site of an old castle built by St. Leopold, which 
does not now exist. Enjoying the adjoining scenery by walking 
round the wall of the out-houses and from the inn garden for a 
while we returned to the Bristol Hotel. 

On another day, I made a motor excursion trip upto Baden 
and back of about 60 miles visiting Heiligen-Kreuz 
*nd*Bad«i Cr * UI en route through another part of the Vienna Forest. 

Heiligen-Kreuz is the oldest Cistercian Abbey in 
Austria founded by St. Leopold in 1135 a. d. in the valley of the 
Sattelbach. The buildings in the Abbey were rebuilt about two 
centuries ago and they stand on a height of 1004 feet. We reach 
the courtyard with two-storied arcades through the main portal 
which has got a tower with an ancient organ. The Josefs-Brunnen 
and the Column of the Holy Trinity in courtyard as well as the 
Stiftskeller to the west side are notable. The clay models in the 
museum on the first floor and the early German paintings in the 
picture gallery as well as the choirs, armoury tapestry and stained 
glass windows in the church are no less remarkable. The portrait 
of Francis Joseph and the bust of Maria Theresa naturally detained 
us for some time. But what appealed to me most was the new 
sacristy, the carved stalls in the Choir gallery and the three 
hundred little pillars of red marble and in particular the Gothic 
Well House and the tomb of Duke Frederick II the last of the 
Babenbergs, which I was sorry to hear was mutilated by the 
Turks. From here we went to Baden, via Molding. 
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Another view of Kreuzensiein Castle, Vienna. 
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Baden possesses a population of 24000 and has assumed a 
special importance as a watering-place, on account of the regular 
summer visits of the Emperor Francis I and the discovery of 14 
radio-active sulphur springs since the beginning of the last 
century. Baden has also become famous on account of the 
residence of Austria’s two of the well-known composers, Mozart 
and Beethoven, who wrote “ Ave Verum ” and “ Zur Weihe des 
Hauses ” there respectively. The whole trip took us about five 
hours. The journey throughout was very pleasant and enjoyable 
as everything was green all over. The weather in the woods 
was cool and invigorating, although it was hot in Vienna. 
There were numerous vineyards on the way and agricul- 
turists both men and women in field dresses were visible in 
large numbers either working on their farms or returning home 
with their implements, carts of hay or other crops, to which cows 
were yoked in many places. 

A third time, I made a circular motor trip for about four 
hours. The objective was to see a mediaeval castle 

Kreuzen * named Burg Kreuzenstein at a distance of nearly 1 5 
miles. After its destruction by the Swedes in 1645, 
it was acquired and re-erected by the art-loving Wilezek. While 
going to the castle, we passed Korneuburg a town of 8600 in- 
habitants. It is known for its late Gothic Parish Church as well 
as the old-fashioned architectural townhall and a column in front, 
all of which can be seen in passing. In the Kreuzenstein castle, 
the museum containing old-time arms, models of stone, metal and 
and wood as well as pictures is well worth a visit. There are two 
chapels and a draw-bridge to enter the castle. In the courtyard in 
front there is a covered well. Although the exterior of the castle 
does not look impressive, there are numerous beautiful halls inside. 
A part of it was burnt recently. But it has been kept in the same 
state. The owner is also known for founding a first-aid hospital 
in Vienna. There is a spacious kitchen in the underground. I was 
interested to see some utensils and lamps as in Indian houses. The 
castle is on a height of 344 ft. and the scenery therefrom is 
naturelly ennobling. In our return journey, we crossed the Danube 
with our motors in a motor launch. Such launches are ready to 
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under tak e such trips at particular points on the river, and it was 
a novelty to many of my followers. We passed Klosternenburg 
en route, the Abbey of Augustinian canons in which 
Kioatemenburg . g re p Utec j f or t k e Altar of Verdun therein completed 

in 1181 A.D. by Nicholas, one of the greatest goldsmiths. The 
Romanesque pillared basilica church with two towers and the lofty 
Gothic “ Lanterne des morts ” in its front, as well as the arch- 
ducal hat and imperial crown, both of copper in the northern and 
southern domes are also famous. 


Our forth excursion was through Klostemeuberg-Weidling 
o , . . portion of the Vienna forest, upto Sophienalpe. It 

Sophianalpe r . . . _ _ A i • i 

was a short trip of about 25 miles. Sophienalpe is 
on a height of about 1600 ft. through a pleasant woodland road 
and the Franz-Karl-Aussicht southwest of it which can be reached 
by a blue-marked path commands a splendid view. 

My stay in Vienna almost synchronised with the celebration 
of the national festival week there. In that connec- 
F.rtivaV 01,1 tion, all the public pillars and buildings were beflagged. 

An exhibition of hygiene was also held about the 

same time. 


The Municipality of Vienna has taken the housing problem 
seriously in hand and comfortable and cheap tene- 
T««m«t» l P * 1 ments are now made available to the poorest of the 
poor. These chawl-like buildings are extensive and 
provide luxuries such as a Swimming pool or a cinema theatre for 
their incumbents. I was shown a building of this type which was 
half a mile in length and it was supplied with electric light, healthy 
air and ample water. 

The Bath establishment maintained by the Vienna Muni- 
cipality is very interesting and has been doing much 
Dtaaabad use f u j W ork. There is a statue of Diana on a 
fountain in the front courtyard and on that account, it is called 
Dianabad. The whole building is grand and magnificent and 
there are two large swimming pools in it. They resemble the 
swimming pods at Southport and Blackpool and would remind 
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Aerial view of Kreuzenstein Castle, Niederost, Vienna. 
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an Indian about the reservoir at old Mahableshwar. Both these 
have got the necessary contrivances for jumping into the pools 
in a variety of ways and conveniences for spectators to witness 
the feats of the swimming public. Even women and children 
were taking advantage of the facilities in great merriment. But 
what was most striking was the artificial contrivances fitted there 
to produce waves at every few seconds and drizzling rain. Two 
statues have been so placed there that it seems that they are 
intently watching the amateurs playing in the water. 


In another portion, we marked a double lift which was 
working automatically — one part coming down and the other 
going up, all the 5 or 6 floors and the passengers were getting 
in or down according to their want. 


The particular cures which are provided in the Institute are the 
various contrivances used which electric power to reduce fat or to 
give massage or prescribed exercises to the affected parts of the 
body without any trouble or the necessity of the patient exercising 
his own volition. Besides we found there provision for taking 
sun-bath or steam-bath separately for women and men or together 
for members of both sexes belonging to one family. There were 
also hair-cutting or hair-dressing saloons or shops for selling the 
necessary articles required there. There were numerous rooms 
including rooms for keeping clothes or putting them on, after 
what is necessary or prescribed has been done. Both male and 
female doctors with nurses are ready to examine and help the 
patients who approach the institution for treatment. 


There are many such bathing beaches elsewhere along the 

„ fnT river Danube and I visited some of them including 

bad and othar the Gansehaufelbad and it gave me much pleasure 
be * ch * , ‘ mixed with wonder that such large numbers of 

people found leisure and had the will, to take advantage of these 
conveniences, with their wives and children. Of course there 
were greater crowds because when I went there, it was summer 
and there were holidays. Whatever it may be the aptitude is 
remarkable, although it is true as one of my party remarked that it 
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was possible because the river was so large and full of water owing 
to adjoining snow-clad peaks, intermittent rain and cool climate. 

It was purely a coincidence that I had the pleasure of meeting 
The Au»tro- Agnihotri, b.a.,ll.b. , an Indian, in Vienna 

Indian Society'* and knowing the good work the Austro- Indian 
At H«me Society has been doing in foreign territory under his 
able guidance. It was with very great delight that I learnt from 
him that the Society intended to celebrate the 53rd birth anni- 
versary of H. H. the Maharaja of Mysore on the 17th June 1937 
at Vienna and received a cordial invitation for the same, from him 
for myself and my whole party. As H. H. the Maharaja of 
Mysore ranks among the first five Princes of India and as His 
Highness is known for his piety, generosity and religious fervour, 
I deemed it a great honour to whole-heartedly associate my- 
self with the joyful celebration and consented to speak a few 
words at the At Home, in order to extend my congratulatory 
felicitations to H. H. the Maharajasaheb on the happy occasion 
and also to pay a fitting tribute to the good work His Highness 
has been doing for the welfare of his subjects as well as fellow 
Indians. Accordingly I attended the pleasant function which took 
place in the Bristol Hotel. A good many Indians who were then 
in Vienna including among others my brother Ruler the Rajasaheb 
of Jamkandi and Mr. G. V. Salvekar, Manager, Sardargriha, 
Bombay, were present. Mr. Salvekar had come there only a few 
days before for the sake of his health and I was gratified to see 
him in Vienna unexpectedly. He also paid his respects to H. H. 
the Maharaja by singing a benedictory song. A larger number 
of the notabilities in Vienna, including some foreign consuls, men 
of letters and high officials including in particular His Excellency 
Sir Walford Selby the then minister plenipotentiary of England as 
well as a few distinguished ladies. Some of the assembled persons 
made speeches praising His Highness’s achievements. Photos 
were taken of the function which was a grand success. 

It would not be out of place if I take this opportunity of 
giving an account in brief of the beneficial activities of the Society, 
The Society was founded according to my information a few years 
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ago with a view of ensuring better trade and tourist facilities 
between India and Central Europe. Dr. Michael Hainisch, former 
President of the Austrian Federal Republic, was its Honorary 
President. In course of time in order to extend its activities in 
other directions, two new institutions were started viz. the Indian 
Institute of Science and Commerce and the Oriental Commercial 
and Industrial Association. The offices of all these institutions 
are housed in the former palace of the Archduke Eugen, Parking 8, 
Vienna I and the new quarters of the Austro-Indian Society were 
officially opened by Sir Walford Selby, on 25th May 1934. In 
wishing success to the objects of the Society on the occasion of 
that international ceremony, he expressed a hope that through the 
efforts of the institution, greater knowledge of each other between 
India and Austria would ensue and it would naturally create 
respect and encourage peace. In thanking the guests on that 
occasion Dr. Agnihotri wisely referred to the instructive custom 
there, whereby young boys and girls were conveyed in numerous 
carriages in those days decorated with flowers, thus imparting 
gaiety to the streets, for being confirmed in the churches of their 
faith and added that the tourist department of the Society would 
facilitate the visits and stay of ever increasing Indian students 
in prosecuting their studies and partaking of the comparative 
modernity of scientific development as well as the sending out of 
more Europeans to India to note the glorious colouring and pomp 
animating her ancient towns and ascertain facts which neither 
literature nor hearsay could convey. 

The aim of founding the Indian Institute of Science and 
The Indian Commerce was to scientifically develop Indian 
Science* and agriculture and so organize industrial activities as to 
Commerce. make profitable economic work available for every- 
body. The promoters of this institution recommend the present 
juncture and Vienna as appropriate for the purpose, on the ground 
that there is superabundance of technical experts in present Austria, 
as it has been reduced to a small principality from the status of a 
large empire. The society publishes for propaganda work a monthly 
entitled “ The Indo-Commercial Gazette ” which has a circulation 
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in all continents. The institution is prepared to establish direct 
contacts with persons carrying on export and import business and 
to give necessary advice to commercial enterprises. It is also 
ready to undertake conducted tours under expert guidance for 
visiting Austrian industrial and other enterprises at the request of 
the Indian manufacturers or merchants. The Society has also 
kept an economic library and reading room and maintains an 
Indian Section at the fairs periodically held in Vienna and other 
central European centres. It does not lose any opportunity of 
keeping in touch with and making its labours known to every 
Indian of note, when he happens to visit Vienna by waiting upon 
him or welcoming him to the institute and thus acquainting him 
with its achievements and prospects. I feel therefore no hesitation 
to say that the emination of the knowledge of this useful Indian 
institute, will not fail to benefit at least a few of the numerous 
unemployed Indians. 

The Hofburg was the favourite residence of the Hapsburg 
The Haps- Sovereigns since the fourteenth century. It is an 
Spank an Ridlng extensive pile of buildings, consisting of several 
School. courtyards erected or altered by successive in- 

cumbents and can be reached by turning to the right after passing 
the Statue of Goethe on the Ring Strasse crossing the Burg, Tor 
or through the Burg-garten. First of all we can fix our attention 
on the bronze statue of Emperor Francis I in the centre of the 
court-yard which was formerly named after him but is now called 
“ In Der Burg ”. It is bounded by differently named Trakts, 
Platzes and Hofs on various sides. The Recichskanzlei named 
Trakt on the North-East was the seat of the imperial council in 
the 18 th century and on its first floor there are the former private 
apartments of Emperor Francis Joseph I. The exit to the 
Balhaus-Plat, from the In Der Burg and that to the Michaeler 
Platz, are flanked by Hercules groups. Ths Arnalienhof at the 
North-West end was once the residence of Empress Wilhelmina 
Amalia of Brunswick while the Leopoldinischer Trakt lying to 
the South-west was 'at one time occupied by Empress Maria 
Theresa. The name Scheizerhof given to the oldest part on the 
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Southeast side, itself suggests that it has acquired the same on 
account of the former Swiss bodyguard of the Emperors. 

The Facade of the Michaeler Trakt is the complement of the 
Reichskanzlei Trakt. There are two domed pavilions on either 
side of it. While the central porch which is a little inside and 
holds a lofty dome over it, presents a grand spectacle owing to the 
fine sculptures consisting of Wisdom, Justice and Strength at the 
top and the Hercules groups on both sides corresponding to similar 
groups in the court, with the significant fountain groups below. 

There is the world-famous Winter Riding School or better 
known as the Spanish Riding School (Reit-Schule) to the East of 
the Michaeler Trakt. The School owes its inception to the days 
of Emperor Charles VI in the first half of the 18th century. The 
Michaeler Trakt is connected by a vaulted passage leading to the 
Josefs-Platz, with the Stallburg in which about 25 horses are 
stabled for the purposes of the school. 

The Helden-Plate lies at the south angle of “ In der Burg ”. 
The square is adorned with two bronze equestrian statues on lofty 
marble pedestals, that on the left is of Prince Eugene of Savoy, 
the Austrian general who fought against the Turks and the 
French, while that on the right is of Archduke Charles Victor at 
Aspern. The vaulted passage leading to the Josefs-Platz contains 
in its centre, a bronze equestrian statue of Emperor Joseph II. 
The National Library with its magnificent Festival Hall is housed 
in one of the wings of the south of the Riding School and 
the other parts of it as well as some of the other buildings 
mentioned above are utilized for museums ( which are so 
numerous in Vienna as in other big European capitals ) or other 
cognate purposes. 

The magnificent white Riding School is a quardrangle of 187 
by 62ft. with a gallery erected on 46 columns. The 
Imperial Box with an oil-painting representing 
Emperor Charles VI on horse-back is to the north. 
The periodical performances of the Spanish Riding School are 
known to be specially worth-seeing. During my stay in Vienna, 
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I purposely made enquiries about them and on learning that there 
was going to be an important display on Sunday the 6th of June 
1937, 1 did not allow the opportunity to lose without witnessing 
it, as I had heard a lot about it. The horses are all white as 
far as possible and very spirited, beautifully formed and of the 
noblest Spanish strain. The school is called Spanish probably 
on account of this trait. The horses used to be selected from 
the imperial stud dating from 1580 a.d. at Lippiza which lies a 
little to the East of Trieste. Now the stud-farm is worked at 
Piber near Koflach in Styria which can be visited by permit 
from the Austrian Ministry of Agriculture. The style of riding 
practised here originated in the classical manage and still follows 
the rules laid down by William Cavendish, the Duke of Newcastle, 
in the 17th century. The riding masters wore brown tail-coats, 
white breeches and cocked hats. The actions of the horses are 
perfect. Various leaps and curvets include the capriole, a high leap 
and kick without advancing. I had the rare pleasure of witnessing 
the achievements of the school during the performance on Sunday 
and seeing the adjoining stables after it was finished. The 
pictures of some of these performances are hung in the Schon- 
brunn and I was able to better understand them during my visit 
to the palace for the Court-Ball on the 12th June 1937 as I had 
an occasion of marking the poses of horses and the riders before’ 
during the display. 

The Spanish Riding School in the Reitschulgasse, off the 
Josefs-Platz is an inspiring example of the achievements of the 
master builders of Austria such as Johann Bernhard Fischer von 
Erlach, his son Emanul Lucas von Hildebrant &c. who have 
contributed to the beauty of Vienna in their enthusiasm to make 
it the most beautiful city of the Empire, after the exhausting wars 
against the Turks, by designing something new and enchanting 
creating in its wake a dynamic aptitude for building. The 
School has a high four-storied structure with ornamented windows 
and the Austrian eagle on the ceiling. The reputation of the School 
as a Continental institution will be gauged from the fact that 
numerous foreign officers, Danes, Swedes and Germans think it 
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necessary to take lessons in this school, even after the Great War, 
and the school has deemed it necessary to make excursions to 
Berlin or London, which have proved to be very popular and 
successful. It was gratifying to learn that England, although fond 
of hunting and cross-country riding, was interested to witness 
the marvellous feats of foreigners’ manage-riding belonging to the 
age-old traditions. The horses seemed to be intelligent and 
sensitive animals of thorough-bred descent like that of Arabs, 
possessing firm legs, fine sinews, hard hooves, broad foreheads, 
red nostrils, and arched necks and the prices are high on this 
account. The mangers in the stable were of marble. I was told 
that the natural disposition of a horse is first found out and that 
alone is tried to be developed. The course is of about three years. 
The following are the principal movements viz. Levade, Mezair, 
Courbette, Croupade, Ballotade, Capriole and Vuadrill. The 
first is a movement in which horse balances itself 
m Jvemmu OU * on the hindquarters by raising its forequarters with- 
drawn in fore-legs and bending its hind-legs. In 
the second the first movement is repeated by the horse going 
down with its fore-legs and raising them again several times, so 
that it naturally advances at each complete movement. Courbette 
means the first process again, but the horse advances and jumps 
from the hind-quarters in succession without lowering the fore- 
quarters. The fourth movement is a leap on the spot with 
hind-quarters and fore-quarters whereby the hind-legs are drawn 
up under the horse. Ballotade is the fourth movement in which 
the horse first holds its drawn up hind-legs so that one can see 
the shoes, looking as if it wanted to kick. Capriole is the most 
difficult jump — a leap on the spot about 3 ft. high whereby the 
horse holds its fore-legs under it and kicks out his hind-legs so 
that one can see his shoes, the line from the hind-legs to the 
forelegs being level. A horse is also trained to perform all these 
movements without the rider, with the snaffle and the gentle aid 
of the whip, while particular accuracy is required in the Vuadrille, 
a kind of dance. During the display it was a coincidence that 
I had the pleasure of meeting Dr. Johan Leppik, envoy-extra- 
ordinary and minister plenipotentiary attached to Rome, Vienna and 
5 
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Budapest on behalf of the new small post-war republic of Istonia 
( Estonia ) situated to the south of Finland. His permanent head- 
quarters were at Rome and he had been to Vienna in his tour for 
presenting his credentials. He knows English very well and so he 
being seated near me was able to explain to me some of the actions 
which made me appreciate the programme with greater amusement. 


Vienna is well-known for enamel work on metals and so I 
took an opportunity of visiting two such shops- and 
matter m,n * r saw some powder and jewel-boxes as well as button 
and toilet sets. On another occasion I visited S. 
Childs Hospital in Pelikangasse ( Hospital ) in which Dr. Porges 
was working and was happy to note the uptodate apparatus and 
arrangements for patients along with pleasant environments, as 
well as the great care taken of those who sought such help. It 
deals with the diseases of stomach and intestines. Vienna is 
noted for its hospitals and the world reputation acquired by the. 
medical profession there by the long strides it has taken in the 
advance of science, as well as the facilities Vienna affords for 
medical experts, surgeons, professors, physicians or students 
whether graduates or under-graduates. Hence it was my special 
intention to see these facilities and I am glad that I was able to 
fulfil my object on account of my consulations with Doctors 
Porges, Schwam and others. During my talks in the course of 
dinners I could learn that there were separate schools for boys 
and girls and homework was very little. The school course lasted 
for 8 years, from the age of 6 to 14. Four of these are spent 
for the elementary course and the ensuing four are required for 
the High School course. It was a surprise when I learnt that 
girls were not allowed to take college courses as the already 
prevailing unemployment was likely to be increased on that 
account. It is also thought-provoking that children are not 
allowed to see each and every cinema. It was also interesting to 
know that in long vacations children were taken by their parents 
especially mothers to other countries or places in their own for 
acquainting them with practical lessons in the subjects which 
are taught to them in schools, 




Pj&l 60 

Rajasaheb making a congratulatory speech at the At-Home Party Bristol Hotel, Vienna. 



Page 65 

Various leaps and curvets of the Horses in the Spanish Riding School Vienna. 




THE LAND OF MUSIC AND MEDICINE 


67 


One more fact that struck me was the absence of the play of 
cricket in Austria as in many other countries- It 
Cricket*” 66 ° f § oes to confirm my impression expressed in my 
book “ Twenty-one Weeks in Europe ” about the 
systems of Government prevalent in the world that these are 
minor details and the existence or lack of any or some of them 
does not affect the worth of a county or people. 


It would not be out of place if I take this occasion of detailing 
the medical facilities available in Vienna. Much of 
lities available this information has been taken from the pamphlet 
of the American Medical Association of Vienna to 
which profound thanks are due of the medical profession of all 
countries including in particular English-knowing territories 
although it has been mainly started for and by the Americans. 
This association is perhaps the only institution in the whole world 
which provides information and every kind of help regarding 
about 300 different post-graduate courses which are open at Vienna 
today. It is a society of the eminent English-speaking physicians 
and its object is to facilitate and arrange study-courses in all 
branches and to contract with the renowned specialists and 
physicians of the University of Vienna, for exclusive priority of 
their services as instructors to American physicians and other 
members of it. 


The proposal for founding such an institution was first 
mooted by Dr. Amand Ravold in his toast at the banquet of 
American physicians in Vienna on Thanksgiving Day viz. 28th 
Nov. 1903. In response to this suggestion, the society was started 


The American 
Medical Asso- 
ciation 


in next , February, under the presidentship of the 
original proposer. A fund for permanent head- 
quarters and a library were founded in 1908. The 


association began with 35 members. But its membership has 
risen to 8800 in 1937. 


All English-speaking physicians and graduates of reputable 
medical schools can become members of this institution. Any 
physician from abroad can arrange for the course or courses he 
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wants in advance or as soon as he reaches Vienna, through this 
association, by becoming its member, fees for which are moderate 
including those for the monthly bulletin and the use of the 
laboratories and its vast library. The association had suspended 
its useful work during the great war. But since the termination 
of hostilities, the association has vigorously renewed its activities 
and there are now from 100 to about 250 physicians who 
prosecute their course under its auspices, every year. 

The first Viennese medical course in the English language 
was held in 1879. But since 1923 a,d. no less than 6000 doctors 
have become registered members of the association. Seventy-five 
per cent of the members belong to the United States of America, 
while the remaining percentage comes from various countries 
of the British Commonwealth and others. There is also the 
Women’s auxiliary of the association which helps the social life 
of members, especially those who come with their wives. I was 
glad to note many Indians in increasing numbers are taking 
advantage of such nice facilities for medical education under the 
guidance of this institution. 

The association publishes a monthly named “ Ars Medici ” 
which supplies the latest information of the medical researches 
and discoveries. Physicians attend to the members gratis in case 
of illness, if requested. Every arrangement is made or facilties 
provided for securing suitable quarters, pensions or furnished 
rooms as well as for delivering the mail. 

The Medical School of Vienna dates from the middle of the 

fourteenth century and has attracted ever since then 
Scl^i famous physicians and investigators as well as world- 

cim ana the renowned Scientists. But it has assumed name as 

University . . „ 

a prominent teaching centre since the 18th century 
and it is a wonder that it has maintained its reputation even to 
the present day, in every field of medicine and healing arts. The 
medical clinic was organised in the reign of Maria Theresa through 
the efforts of her Dutch physician and after the introduction of 
percussion diagnosis, the most able men began to be imported 
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from Austria as well as other lands which helped to continuously 
increase the prestige of the school. The effect of this policy was 
so marvellous that since the end of the century prominent people 
even from London and Philadelphia found it necessary to visit 
Vienna for augmenting their knowledge. In the beginning of the 
19th century, impetus was given to this tradition by the improve- 
ments made in the fields of Ophthalmology and Obstetics by Boer 
and Jaeger and the foundation of the second children’s hospital 
in Europe by Mautner. The result is that new clinics and hospi- 
tals are being added as nowhere else in the world along with 
thoroughly equipped research laboratories in special branches in- 
cluding among others Bacteriology, Dermatology, Roentgenology 
and Orthopedics. But the corner stone of the Viennese modern 
art of healing was laid in the middle of the last century by Skoda 
and Rokitansky by the revolution effected by them in pathology 
and diagnosis, although Vienna was already considered to be un- 
questionably leading the world in the field of scientific medical 
studies and no wonder that students and investigators began to 
perambulate to Vienna like a holy place to watch the demonstra- 
tion of the systems of the above two medico giants, which reacted 
in its turn to other branches even. For instance, Hebra laid the 
foundation of a complete reformation in Dermitology, Schuh in 
Scientific Surgery, HyrtI in Anatomy and Oppolzer in Eye-diseases. 
This unselfish work was continued by Meynert the brain anato- 
mist, Billroth the world-famous surgeon, the father of stomach 
surgery and a host of other masters. It was in Vienna that the 
first operation under other anaesthesia in 1847 and Semmelweias 
discovered the causation of puerperal sepsis. Specialisation deve- 
loped even afterwards and the inventions in development of 
Laryngology, Otology, Electrotherapy, Urology and Electrocardio- 
logy were the sweet fruits. The recent mentionable strides are the 
researches about dietetics, vitamines, measurements of food units, 
and glandular therapy not to mention the complicated mechanisms 
undei lying mental disturbances. This will show why Vienna holds 
such a wide and deep-rooted influence on the medical world. In 
short, it is the training generously given by the University of Vienna 
to the world actually or through its discoveries and inventions. 
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Members with diplomas of recognised institutions who have 
completed eight months of actual residence and study in Vienna 
and performed four hundred and fifty hours accredited work are 
entitled to a University of Vienna Golden Key. Those graduates 
who take book courses for a period of at least four months and 
attend 300 hours under the teaching staff of the University are 
granted post-graduate certificates, by the Dean. About 45 hospitals 
or clinics of different kinds are close to the Association rooms, 
while about 25 more have been recommended ; but they are at a 
distance. Apart from these, over a hundred hospitals and clinics 
have been mentioned which provide learning or working facilities. 


The description of Vienna would be incomplete if a word or 
Something two * s not ment i° ne d about the special aptitude of 
about famous the Viennese for music and also something about 
composers their composers, as I happened to see their monu- 
ments in several places and in different forms such as busts 
or full-size statues in bronze, or marble, not only in Vienna but 
even in Karlsbad. Otherwise he would fail to appreciate why 
Vienna is known as the Land of Music as also the seat of Medical 
Science. As the people of Austria are known for their love of 
gaiety and liking of higher art, the rulers of Vienna naturally 
patronised the art of singing since the twelfth century. In its 
wake there arose eminent composers. Even one of the Kings viz. 
Leopold I was a composer. The aristocracy followed the King 
and kept orchestras in their staffs, and automatically common 
people also began to take interest in the singing art and the whole 
life of the country became imbued with music. To add to this, 
famous opera writers flourished about the same time. Gluck, 
Haydn, Mozart, Beethoven, Kreunzer and Schubert are enchanting 
names the memory of which make men and women rise on their 


feet with some well-known musical couplets on their tongue. All 
of these were bom in the 18th century, while Goldmark Kienzl, 
Wolf Bittner, Suppe Ollittocker and Franz-Schrekar belong to the 
19th. Leo Fall and Kalman flourished in the present century. 
Instrumental music came in vogue and prospered after the middle 
of the last century. But the Dance Music although dating from 
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the 18th century became a recognised art in the beginning of the 
next under Lanner and elder Johann Strauss. Haydn’s music 
was specially popular owing to its simplicity and lyrical excellence. 
Mozart died at the premature age of 35 in 1791, but has left a 
name like Keats, his famous operas being “ The Requiem ” and 
“ The Magic Flute ” which still hold the audience spell-bound. 
Beethoven was a disciple of Haydn. But Schubert of the whole 
lot is known throughout the whole world for the joyful character 
and pleasant melodies of his songs. 



CHAPTER III 


THE TOWN OF SULPHUR SPRINGS 

As stated in the beginning of the last chapter, I underwent 
the treatment of Dr. Porges for about a fortnight 
Kitru!»d y * ° at Vienna under his direct guidance and then in 
pursuance of his advice decided to visit Karlsbad 
the famous Spa now in Czechoslovakia. On a consideration of 
the several routes, I preferred to go there in a motor in one 
stretch along with another for my officers and a lorry for kit 
and servants. It was a long journey of about 275 miles. But 
as I had made previous arrangement for lunch at the Grand Hotel 
Budweis, and tea at Pilsner ( Pi Ison ) and as the road was fine, 
being almost of asphalt throughout, there was no trouble of any 
kind en route. We left Vienna at 10 A.M. after breakfast and 
leisurely reached Karlsbad at 11 p.m. We were occasionally 
stopping for the luggage motor to follow us and hence a little 
delay. But the journey through the fertile tract was on the 
whole extremely enjoyable. At times we had to steer our way 
through forests mostly consisting of pine trees, while on several 
occasions we passed by fields growing wheat, potato or vine. It 
was of interest to see the life of the agriculturists working in their 
fields. But what was most remarkable, was the decent housing 
and layout of intervening towns and numerous plaster or cement 
concrete statues which could be seen en route, I had made 
previous arrangement to put up in Villa Cleopatra belonging to 
Hotel Savoy West End at Karlasbad by phone and so every thing 
was ready although we were a little late to reach there. It was a 
coincidence that President Bennes was staying in the hotel 

for a few days during my stay there and so I was able to mark 
the loyalty and affection of the general public towards the head 
of the new post-war republic. 

Austria and Czechoslovakia are countries which contain a 
number of spas or watering places. Karlsbad is the best and 
foremost of them. Marienbad, Pistany, Jachymov are some of the 
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others. Karlsbad is situated in the valley of the river Tepl and 
stands on a height of 1250 ft. above the sea and 850 ft. below the 
surrounding hills. About 100 miles of made woodland paths 
round about through the evergreen and desiduous forests, are 
available for visitors and patients to take as much exercise as they 
can bear in a new direction every day for about a month and 
Situation and there are numerous hotels or tea and cafe houses 
: ~e» t * like the Geyspir Park Restaurant for taking whatever 
is congenial to their health, along with breakfast or 
lunch after they are sufficiently tired. Some of them can accom- 
modate even 2000 persons at a time and provide as many chairs 
with blankets- one to sit and another to lean ; the climate being 
generally very cool as the average temperature is 45. The mean 
of the annual rainfall is 22 inches. Karlsbad and its sur- 
roundings have been ascertained to be of primitive volcanic origin 
and I was surprised when I was told that Goethe spent here 
a few days in geological investigation and had confessed that these 
springs gave him an entirely new existence. The territory consists 
of granite, slate or clinkstone. 


Karlsbad is known as a Spa for five hundred years and there 
is an interesting story of the discovery of its springs. King Karl 
or Charles was hunting in the vicinity when one of his favourite 
hounds leapt upon a marshy place which subsided a little with the 
force of its leap and on that account hot water naturally began to 
come out as from an artificial fountain, in which 
of T the^pa° vwy d°g was killed by the extreme heat. A nice 
picture of this story is hung in one of the 
colonnades of a spring. The healing character of this and other 
springs has been examined by medical experts and is giving its 
benefit to thousands of run down patients suffering especially 
from gastric troubles. The hot springs lave been found out in a 
particular part of Karlsbad which has been named “ Karlsbad Hot 
* Spring Fissure ” on that account. The Chemists 

Origin log ‘ cal are opinion that the springs owe their existence 
at least in part to the final crystallisation of a 
basaltic magma. There are 18 such mineral springs. Seventeen 
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of them can be classified as alkaline, saline and chloride or sodium 
sulphate springs. But the one that is peculiar contains iron 
carbonate and sulphate. 

The Sprudel is the largest of the whole lot and the fame of 
Karlsbad is specially due to this. It provides per minute 440 
gallons of mineral water at a temperature of 162 F. Its high jet 
along with the Towers to the right is pleasant to watch and this 
spectacle also has some effect on the patients. The spring 
penetrates through a thick stratum of 35 ft. called “ Sprudle- 
schale ” on which most of the buildings at Karlsbad have been 
erected. The other springs have a total flow of 44 gallons per 
The Sprudel minute and they emerge directly from the rock and 
nature* of°7he possess a constant temperature from 86 to 149 F. 
Springs Each spring has been beautifully developed and 

maintained by erecting concrete walls. The volcanic origin of the 
springs has been ascertained from the proportion of chloride, 
sulphate and bicarbonate irons in the ratio 1:2:2. The 
particulars of the chemical composition of the springs will be found 
in the various pamphlets about them. The springs also give out 
gas from 1100 to 1320 gallons every minute and arrangement is 
made to collect it free from atmospheric contamination and liquefy 
the same, while it is taken to the gas baths directly by means of 
holes bored through the rock to the fissure from which the spring 
gushes forth. 

For the use of those who cannot afford to come over to 
Karlsbad, Scientists have contrived to export the mineral waters in 
large quantities especially from the Mulhbrunnen spring in bottles 
Export and an< ^ also preparations of various salts anywhere in 
preparations of the world. The Sprudel salts act as a mild purge 
miners waters an( ^ ano tk er product of the same is used as a bath 
salt for rheumatic complaints. 

Apart from the above-mentioned two springs, theSchlossbrunn 
which is the highest of all and the Marktbrunn at the foot of the 
Schlossberg as well as the Kaiser Karl IV, the Neubrunn and the 
Felsenquelle are notable. The Kaiser Karl IV spring is in the 
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Marktbrunn colonnade and has been so named owing to Emperor 
Charles IY having used to bathe his wounded foot in 
NoI»bie Spring* a P 00 ^ on this spot, while the next two are located in 
the Muhlbrunn colonnade. Among the remaining 1 1 . 
the Kurhausquelle and the Parkbrunn are important on account of 
their discovery at the time of building the Kurhaus in 1865 A.D. 
and the Military bathing establishment, while the Eisenquelle is 
known because it is used for drinking purposes and iron baths and 
the Dorotheensauerling for the use of its waters for gas bath. 

The waters of the various springs have been analysed by 
recent methods and apart from salts they have been found to con- 
tain numerous other substances. A scientific basis for the action 
of these waters had to be defined by quantitative experiments and 
clinical observations. With this aim an experimental 
Miwa] Watwl balneological institute has been founded in connection 
with the Karlsbad hospital of 400 beds, maintained 
by the city and endowed with modern equipment. It has been 
ascertained that a prolonged course of the waters enhances the 
mineral content of the body by increasing the mineral metabolism 
and the absorption of electrolytes, which means a change in the 
inorganic composition of the tissues and organs. It also increases 
the calcium content of blood and diminishes its magnesium. There 
are also anti-inflammatory anti-pyretic and anti-spasmodic actions 
of the waters on the smooth muscle of the viscera. The treatment 
with Mulhbrunnen waters has also shown that the flow of bile in- 
creases. Drinking of large quantities produce diuresis and soft 
easily passed motions and the waters heighten the phospate of the 
body. If Sprudel salts are added, the bowels of the constipated 
patients are cleared. The important discovery is that the waters 
effect a local action on the mucus membrane of the intestine. 
Many other properties have been thus noted and the waters of 
different springs are prescribed by doctors in various quantities 
and after specific intervals according to the disease and state of 
the patient. There are girls in uniform at every spring and they 
serve the water as required. The patients bring their multiformed 
enamelled pots which are amply available in the market or 
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the girl in charge of pots belonging to the management who is in 
attendance nearby provides the same temporarily and takes them 
back when done with. The girls are given tips according to the 
will of the visitors who are seen wandering in the colonnade and 
sipping the water as directed. The crowd is numerous in the 
forenoon. It will be seen that as the waters vary in 
Spring w»ter* f t ^ ie properties, it is not desirable to take a course 
according to one’s whim. An expert should always 
be consulted. Otherwise, there is a likelihood of the happening of 
some injury instead of any good. The disorders which are generally 
treated at Karlsbad are of the stomach or intestine or liver or spleen 
as well as of the kidney, urinary tract or metabolism. The water 
have also been found useful for affections of the skin, diseases of 
children and premature senility, blood pressure, neuralgia, siatica 
as also after wasting diseases and radical operations. 

A course of waters is in some cases accompanied by the 
bathing treatment of different kinds for which also there are 
ample facilities at Karlsbad. Apart from mechanical and thermal 
effects, the baths of water profitably act on the skin, and are also 
useful for irrigation of intestines or urinary passages. 

There are in all six principal bathing establishments. Baths 
of natural Sprudel water are given at the desired 
bitehmeBt****" temperature or after treating the water with some 
chemical process. So also there are peat baths, 
mud-packs, mud-baths, douches, immersion baths, electrical baths, 
gas baths, sun baths and air baths. There is a special building 
for bathing in the water from the Iron Spring and a special room 
is maintained at the Schlossberg for laryngeal treatment. 

There is a special Radiological Institute which enables 
^ t amounts of radium emanation to be added to any 
gicai institute** bath. But apart from all this there is a mysterious 

other Factor* healing property in Karlsbad waters which the 
rfK»ri»b*d scientists have not been still able to detect. The 
beautiful environments of the town, the fine situ- 
ation which can find no parallel, the usual attractions of a spa. 
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the provision for out-door games, the delights of nature which keep 
a visitor free from daily cares and worries and carefully prepared 
and prescribed diets also contribute to restore the patients’ health. 
As many as 50,000 people pay a visit to Karlsbad season which 
lasts from April to August and once a person has visited it, he is 
bound to wish to renew his visits there, although , it is not possible 
for those who live far away, to execute the wish. Out of the 
total visitors, no less than 2000 are doctors who go there for study, 
experiments as well as recuperation. The average number of 
glasses drunk at the Sprudel in the season is about 25,000 while 
the export of the bottles of its water is 4 millions and salts about 
2000 cwt., not to mention similar exports of other springs. The 
fun of it is that all this export or consumption constitutes only a 
few minutes’ or hours’ flow. 

I shall now turn to a few more details about the Bath 
The Bath Establishments. The first of them is the best. It 
and*thi*ZoB 4 e* a ^ s0 contains an Institute for Swedish Curative 
institute Gymnastics and Mensendick Gymnastics. Establish- 

ment II is an annexe to the Sprudel Colonnade intended to 
administer Sprudel and carbonic acid baths. The third is on the 
ground floor of the Murhaus and is most popular. Apart from 
giving the bathssupplied in No. II it provides facilities for applica- 
tion of mud-packs as well as Turkish baths. The speciality of No. 4 
is the provision of enterocleaner. The fifth and sixth Establish- 
ments are of the most modern type and they are located near the 
Elizabeth-Park and Hotel Pupp and they are fitted with the most 
uptodate appliances. There is also a hydropathic department in 
each, while the latter is provided with a section for sun-bathing. 


One more peculiarity about the mineral waters especially of 


Karlsbad In- 
crustations 


Sprudel spring. It has been found by long 
experience that any article, if placed in the flow of 
these waters in a particular season, far from 10 to 


more days upto a year, gets incrusted with lime and is hardened 
with a peculiar colour. Inkstands or boxes of wood or even 
flowers, leaves or fruits and paperweights, ash-trays etc., are placed 


in the waters in this way and they are kept on sale as curios in 
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artshops and in the Sprudel Colonnade after the desired incrusta- 
tion. The visitors purchase these things as mementoes or for 
giving presents. It is needless to add that I too bought a few- 
such Sprudelstein wares, at Karlsbad. 

Karlsbad is a town of about 25000 inhabitants the number 
having gone tenfold in a hundred years. But the number of 
visitors every year is no less than three times of the same. 
Naturally excellent hotels big and small or pensions as well as 
small bungalows or furnished rooms or flats have developed as all 
over in Switzerland and are profusely available and no wonder 
they vie with one another to make' the visitors comfortable. 

There is a fine garden called Stadt Park on the left 
and* the Hail rk bank of the Tepl and it contains a beautiful iron 
hall and restaurant. The hall was prepared at Vienna 
for an exhibition and was transferred here after the exhibition was 
over. There is a baroque Trinity column at one end of the market 
place. The Russian Church was quite close to our quarters, while 
the English Church is on a high level on the other side. 

Alte Wiese is the most visited shady promonade and contains 
fashionable shops. It was of interest to see the various monuments 
of Goethe and other composers, even here. I had been to witness 
an opera named Dir Fledermaus in the Stadt theatre and was 
pleased to hear the singing of Emmanuel List, a famous singer, 
specially inserted on that occasion. The song was the popular 
“ All man river.” There I had the pleasure of meeting President 
Meeting Dr Bennes who knowing of my presence there specially 
Benue* at the sent his secretary to express his wish to have the 
happmess of meeting me. During an interval I was 
introduced to him and I was glad to find that he recognised to 
have seen me at Geneva during my last trip in 1930 A.D. 

On another occasion I happened to see a variety show in a 
a novel mnai- three-storied theatre where eatables and waters 
•ni EUphSLu* were serve< i on tables in front of the spectators or 
f eat » at « from those kept in the corridors behind the boxes. 
'*”* ty kow The acrobatic feats and the breaking of five globes 
of light on the head of a girl by a shot were remarkable. But 
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what was quite novel was a peculiar machine from which the 
tunes of any musical instrument or the noise of any animal were 
blown. Some Japanese feats and copies of singing of Arabs were 
exhibited in the interval. The last show was of 3 small elephants. 
It was very interesting to see their tricks such as the counting of 
strokes, type-writing the owner’s name and the whole shaving 
process which one of the animals performed like a trained man. 

There are many view-points near the town on the hills and 
I visited some of them according to leisure on foot 
«t KmIsw’ 1 * 1 * or a horse Landau. Such carriages are profusely 
available there for well-to-do or invalid persons for 
traversing the narrow zigzag roads round about and on the hills. 
The view-tower 1821 ft. high near the terminus of Freunds- 
Chaftshohe is worth-seeing. Another view-point is from the cross 
on the Hirschensprung. It is 1621 ft. high. It was a surprise to 
see the bust of Peter the Great in the vicinity. Find later's Obelisk 
is about the same height. But the A berg seemed to be the highest, 
being 1978 ft. high. There is a 62 ft. high tower near a restaurant 
at the hill point. We went there via Jagerhaus through Widpark 
and the Bild a forest clearing with an image of the Virgin. There 
were visible on the way a few shelter-huts, one of which at the 
foot of Aberg was spacious being intended for keeping horses and 
carriages. A map has been kept at the foot of the staircase of the 
stone steps leading to the top of the tower. The river Eger and 
the German frontier could be seen from it. In the garden round 
about the Aberg Restaurant, there were some coloured earthen 
pictures such as that of Red Ridinghood, which specially interested 
my children. I may once for all mention here that the pleasure 
of my sojourn this time, was greatly heightened by such incidents 
as well as on account of the attention my children naturally 
attracted from all passers-by owing to their age and especially the 
girls owing to their variegated saris ( Indian dress ) which they 
all along wore. One more view-point is the Gems- 
Gemsteison f e i son w hich is a single rock crowned with a deer 

and a smaller one with a crow upon it. One can get there by 
Steps protected by a railing. 
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On one day in the evening we made a short motor-trip to Hans 
Heilims-Elbogen. Elbogen is a tiny town finely situated on a rock. 
The river Eger encircles the rock. There is a castle which is now 
used as a prison. A curious rock formation called Spitziger Stein 
there is remarkable. There is a line of various rock pillars varying 

Peculiar Rock * n which are given names of members of the 

formation at two sides of a wedding party viz. Musicians, Priest, 
Elbogen Bride and Bridegroom and their Relations. It is told 

that a real wedding party started from the castle. It was enjoined 
that none of them should look back. But unfortunately they broke 
injunction and were transformed into stones. There is a suspen- 
sion bridge near and it is needless to add that a cafe is also ready 
there to refresh a tired traveller. While walking through the 
adjoining woods, we were told the names of a few plants growing 
there which have some peculiar medical or other properties. They 
were Burning nettle, Berch, Feheren, Farn and Pine. The extract 
drawn from the ends of the Pine plants technically called Pine 
needles, is said to be very useful in rheumatism and I took a 
quantity of it as a curiosity. The name Burning Nettle would 
itself signify that its touch produces a burning sensation. 


Czechoslovakia is a country of industries. There are porcelain 
industrial an< ^ glass factories as well as a few radium mines. 
Factories and These mines are the peculiar asset of this nation as 
Radium mme* are n^here e j se j n the world except in Belgian 

Congo in Africa. I saw a glass factory at Moser, a few miles from 
karlsbad and I was wonder-struck to see the advance made in the 
different processes and designs and in turning out maximum work 
in minimum time by inventing proper machinery. The work of 
cutting the glass block so as to give it the desired shape and of 
producing different beautiful figures thereon on 24 things at 
a time by one man by handling one point was worth-seeing. The 
method of preparing coloured glass was also remarkable. But 
what was of greater interest was to see the different oxides used 
for colouring purposes. All broken glass or its dust could again 
be turned into making different useful articles. There were 20 
kilns and 60 men blowing glass into the desired shape by their 
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mouths. Next we saw the show-room and were dazzled by the 
large collection of different finis aed articles, Trays, Ashpots, 
Flowerpots, Chandeliars, Boxes, Inkstands, Jugs, Lamps and what 
not ! I bought a starred chandeliar in particular and a few other 
small things. It was interesting to learn that the factory was visited 
by Their Highnesses the Maharajas of Tripura, Travancore and 
Baroda before. 

I was not able to see a porcelain factory. But it was of 

The interest to learn that the substance (Uranium ore) 
Radium mme at from which radium was extracted yielded a residue 
“ ym ° v which could be used for colouring porcelain pots, 
when I motored to the radium mine at Jachymov (Joachimsthal) 
Radium is produced in very small quantity such as a few grammes 
and on that account it is very valuable. The Government of the 
country controls these mines very strictly and so I had to obtain 
their permission. But it was an easy matter for me as the 
Secretary to the President knew me owing to our residence in the 
same hotel and the necessary permit was secured by a phone to 
Prague. It was however very kind of the Presidential staff not 
only to issue the permission to me and my staff, but that they 
also arranged for my due reception by the Mayor Dr. Juranek and 
Chief Police Officer Dr. Streit on my arrival at Jachymov who 
also took the trouble of showing over to me the mine called Uran 
Manufactory and the adjoining Application Pavilion where 
practical use of the metal was demonstrated. En route we passed 
a coal mine as well as an institute for taking Radium Bath. Coal 
on this side was, I learnt, available at a depth of only 20 ft. The 
Engineer Mr. Prochazka at the Radium mine took us to a depth 
of 1600 ft. with safety lamps. We were asked to put on a special 
overcoat and a hat, a number of which are kept there for the 
visitors in order to protect them and their clothes from the mine 
dust spoiling the same. The mine appeared to have been dug out 
like the Indian caves and it was a wonder to see how gigantic 
wooden pillars and machinery could have been set at such a 
difficult place. A trolley line was seen there as well as machinery 
to push on air from above for the workers. Radium is available 
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in very very small quantities as has been already stated, in a few 
hair-like lines in seme of the rocks. This mine was first started 
as a silver mine in the 16th century for extracting silver for 
making coins. But it was closed at the end of the 18th century. 
Different colours were then first extracted in it from the Uranium 
ore by a complicated process. They were used for colouring 
porcelain pots. This metal was discovered, I was told, on account 
of the fact noticed by Dr. Currie and his wife Madame Currie that 
the percentage of illness was very rare among those who worked 
in these mines. The black rock in which radium can be traced is 
called Uran. The manager Mr. Koblie who was an engineer 
showed us, after we came up to the surface by the same lift, 
different stones and the processes made thereon in big wooden 
casks or cylindrical copper pots. Yellow crystals were kept in a 
spacious plate. I was again warned not to take photo films with 
me in that part otherwise they would have become useless merely 
by the atmosphere there. Afterwards we were shown radium 
pieces kept in flat small bottles shining in the dark after extinguish- 
ing the lights. 

Thereupon Dr. Zdarsky took us round the adjoining Applica- 
tion Pavilion and explained how patients were 
tira Pavilion 03 treated with radium there. It is a circular building 
about a courtyard and there are comfortable rooms 
of white marble in it for patients with all the equipments of a 
hospital. In some of the rooms we were shown the different 
kinds of apparatus, and a few contained the necessary medicines. 
This metal is specially useful in skin diseases and cancer. Even 
eczema is cured by 10 days’ treatment. The instrument for 
measuring radio activity which I saw there, appeared very wonder- 
ful. The person when he is made to see through a lens of the 
instrument can see inner minute lines of calcium, which move 
closer and closer if radium box is simply held behind the head of 
the on-looker. The activity of the radium is measured by the 
distance coverd by the calcium lines. 
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Ae I had no time to camp for a few days at Marienbad, another 

Ab afumoon of Czec k° siovakia ' s twin s P as < 1 preferred to pay it 
exc tt r s i o a to a hurried visit in an afternoon by motor. It was a 


Marienbad ver y pleasant ride by a road through happy environ- 
ments of pine and other trees. The air from and in the sur- 
rounding woods is aromatic and full of ozone. It is needless to 
give any detailed account of this watering place as I have fully 
described Karlsbad and Marienbad is, to be brief, nothing but a 


smaller copy of Karlsbad. It possesses ten principal springs and 
three bathing establishments. The springs are of five types. 
Ferdinandsbrunn belongs to the Glaubersalt water group and the 
water in this class of springs here is known to be the strongest. 
Ambrosiusbrunnen is one of the springs which profusely contains 
carbonate of iron. The water of the Marienquelle is rich in 
carbonic acid and useful for bathing. The ailments on w’hich 
these waters are prescribed are mainly of the breathing organs and 
especially they are known for their efficacy in reducing fat. 


The charming Kur-Park and the neighbouring gardens on 
the long Haupt-strasse and the Town Hall in the Jager street are 
notable places. It was of interest to learn that King Edward VII 
of revered memory used to pass here a few weeks in autumn each 
year during his reign in the first decade of the present century 
and also that there is a memorial to him in the English Church 


there. The colonnades which cover the several 
c springs and the bust or statues of persons who were 

Marienbad instrumental in promoting the game of the spa as well 
as of the men of letters like Goethe and composers like Schiller, 


which as I have already stated are so common in this part. After 


passing all these sights through our motors and alighting down to 
have a glimpse of some of them on foot, we went to the Panorama 
cafe near the view-tower. While walking through the street, we 


came across two small carriages drawn by colts and small mules 


in which my children seemed to be specially interested. I there- 
fore seated them in these carts with some elderly persons and 


Children’s 
drive through 
mule carts 


made them have a ride through the ascending zigzag 
road as in the ghats, which they merrily enjoyed 
very much. The drivers appeared to be poor people 
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like Indians and were walking ahead as the road was steep. 
During our return journey we met a procession of boys and girls 
as well as elderly persons as there was some festival in the adjoin- 
ing town. The living in the intervening villages seemed rather 
poor from the dresses and the wooden houses. 

During my stay at Karlsbad I did not neglect to look to my 
health, I was following instructions of Dr. Porges 
K«u”«d* k * n at an d consulted Dr. Neubauer to whom Dr. Porges 
had given an introductory letter about local treatment. 
He examined me and ascertained all details about my health and 
daily routine as well as my Durbar Surgeon explained to him the 
general nature of my health from the medical point of view. Dr. 
Neubauer prescribed a course of drinking water of certain springs 
at stated intervals and advised me to try some baths and exercises 
at the Zonder Institute there. It was like that at the Dianabad in 
Vienna and I was interested to learn that even leading physicians 
personally took advantage of it. Three attending 
wftutt * r doctors are there ever ready to advise the patient 
what series of exercises he should take and how he 
should gradually increase them in view of the state of his ailment 
for a certain period. The exercises are intended to prevent and 
correct the almost unnoticed deterioration of muscle power and 
agility after the middle age. The peculiarity of the exersises given 
here by the varied machinery propelled by the electric power with 
proper adjustment automatically is that the heart and similar other 
delicate parts of the body are not affected in the least thereby. 
Joint and nerve diseases, injuries, constipation etc., are treated in 
separate departments. 

I shall now try to give a dim idea of one of such bath 
The Building establishments to which the above institute has been 
of * Batb «sta- as already mentioned attached a special part, as I 

bluhment. , . . . . . 

am convinced that a description in words would 
be quite inadequate to impart a fair conception of these institutions. 
They must be personally visited. This multistoried building 
holding the spectator spell-bound has been constructed in the 
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best of styles and occupies an area of not less than 6000 square 
yards including the surrounding open space containing a garden. 
The frontage is about 250 feet and the sides are not less than 150 
feet. There is a portico supported by pillars to which we can go 
by a spacious granite staircase. Through the three large beautiful 
doors of oak in the portico we go to the main vestibule. 

One can approach the booking office flanked by a salon and a 
waiting room, through a semi-circular arch. In one part there 
are what are known as the “ Princes-baths ” — De Leuxe Suites 
of rooms or in short small self-sufficient structures provided each 
with a separate entrance, a sitting room with an arched gallery 
looking out into the park, and a dressing room. This charmingly 
decorated and well-furnished suite of rooms is linked with the 
actual bath-room, through one of the beautiful arches. The vault 
and other apartments of the bath-room are also richly decorated 
and painted with artistic taste like palaces. In the adjoining parts 
on both sides there are middle class and less comfortable common 
baths as well as numerous bathing cabins intended for different 
spring-waters, some, of them being double baths — both ordinary 
as well as special ones having salons. However even the most 
moderate bath-room is supplied with every modern comfort. On 
another floor the visitor finds elegant vapour bath-rooms, separate 
for ladies and gentlemen. These rooms surround the central 
room of the building and some of them have got an ante-room 
and a waiting room along with a large dressing hall with a number 
of separate cabins, a special compartment for cold rubbing down, 
shower baths and a massage hall. The hall itself, decorated on 
the lines of the ancient Roman baths, consists of cold and warm 
water basins coupled with the hot dry air bath, the shower bath 
room, a massage salon and well-furnished lounging salon. As 
necessary adjuncts, there are also in the same building, hair- 
dressing rooms, linen closets and attendants’ rooms together with 
lavatories. In the ladies’ section, there is a special division for 
hydropathic treatment. It is needless to add that the mention 
of booking offices is alone sufficient to indicate that there are 
graduated fees for all these comforts. No wonder that only the 
well-to-do can take advantage of these richly facilities. But even 
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the poorest of the poor is natural!}’ tempted to enjoy a glimpse of 
them at least once, at the cost of his savings of a long period if and 
when he happens to go there for the sake of health or lives awfully 
close to such environments. 

During my last visit to Europe, I had formed, an acquaintance 
casually in the train with one Mr. Stein, a resident 
Stein* °f Prague, in the course of my journey from Berlin 
to Prague. He had rendered me valuable assistance 
during my brief halt at Prague as regards sight-seeing mention of 
which has been made in my book “ Twenty-one Weeks in Europe.” 
I had informed him of my arrival in Vienna and intention of 
visiting Karlsbad. He was kind enough to request me to pay at 
least a flying visit to Prague and accept his hospitality. But for 
want of time and owing to inconvenience I had to intimate to him 
about 'my inability to comply with his request. Thereupon he 
himself came over to Karlsbad with his wife and stayed with me 
for a couple of days. I and the Yuvaraj were delighted to see him 
again and renew our accidental acquaintance of last time. He was 
also of use to me in visiting some of the sight-seeing. 

After thus spending nearly a pleasant week and a half at the 
most charming spa of Karlsbad, I left for Paris 
p«u urneyt ° on Monday the 28th June 1937 in the afternoon. 

First of all I motored to Eger, the Czechoslovakian 
and German frontier station in about an hour, the distance being 
about 30 miles. Entraining there at 4-30 P. M. I came direct to 
Paris at 12-40 p. m. just afternoon the next day and went straight 
to Hotel Lotti. In the evening of the previous day and in the 
morning of Tuesday, the territory through which we passed 
appeared to be mostly rich and fertile. The journey was on this 
account very enjoyable and so we arrived in France in a happy 
mood, both because we had become eager to witness the long 
awaited grand International Exhibition and because the day fixed 
for beginning our return journey was drawing nigh. 





CHAPTER IV 


THE PARIS INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION 

Hotel Lotti is situated quite close to the Tuileries gardens 
and hence I could often have a leisurely stroll there 
G«<Uni* r ie * at several times, during my week’s stay at Paris. 

It would be'of interest, therefore, to give a:fevv details, 
about it at the outset. There is an imposing gateway to the gardens, 
with pillars adorned with statues of Fame and Mercury on winged 
horses. The gardens were laid out in Louis XIV ’s reign and the 
general features have not been still altered. There are terraces on 
the northern and southern sides, the former being conspicuous by 
several bronze groups and the two famous marble benches in the 
vicinity. There is a museum on the side of the tennis courts 
belonging to the Tuileries gardens. It contains the foreign section 
of the Luxembourg but is also used for special exhibitions. In 
front of this building there is a beautiful monument to Charles 
Perraalt, writer of fairy tales. But the attention of the visitor is 
diverted to the memorial to Nurse Edith Cavell who was shot as 
a spy by the Germans at Brussels in Oct. 1915. It is quite close 
to the two arches which are specially pointed out as relics of the 
ruins of the Tuileries Palace. 

The Gardens are bounded by the Orangerie and another 
terrace where Royal Princes used to play when the Palace was in 
existence. The Orangerie is decorated with eighteen panels and a 
number of impressionist paintings. There is then a large octagonal 
basin near the Western entrance of the Gardens. The fountain 
in its centre is so large that children sail small boats. At the 
bottom and around it there are a bust and marble groups of river- 
god and seasons. 

There is a fine grove of trees with a military bandstand in the 
middle of the gardens and modem sculptures on both sides of the 
main walk. The flower-beds to the east of the grove and the 
circular basin in the centre are also remarkable on account of the 
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numerous statues everywhere in the walks as well as about the 
railings. Soldier with a plough, Alexander fighting with a lion, 
Phidias, Diana and the Nymph of Fontainebleau, monument to 
Waldeck Rousseau, the statesman and animals in bronze — all by 
famous artists — are mentionable. These gardens naturally 
remind the visitor of the vicissitudes of the Tuileries Palace at 
each of the revolutions and its complete destruction after the last 
revolution in 1871. It was Napoleon I who had made it his 
permanent residence and Charles X and Louis Philippe his 
successors had to abandon it under tragic circumstances. It was 
from the same palace that Louis XVI who was brought there 
from Versailles, went to the Manege where the Legislative 
Assembly was sitting. 

Then we come to the Arc de Triomphe du Carrousel 48 feet 
in height which was erected to commemorate Napoleon’s triumphs 
culminating in the victory at Austerlitz in the form of marble 
reliefs. It is built on the model of the Arch of Septemius Severus 
at Rome and has three arcades with Corinthian columns with 
bases and capitals in bronze and bear statues of soldiers. It was 
on the top of this arch that the famous bronze horses brought by 
Napoleon from St. Marks’ in Venice were installed before they 
had to be returned after the fall of Napoleon. Now a quadriga 
by Bosio representing the T riumph of the Restoration crowns the 
arch in their stead. 

The whole of this environment is very inspiring. The 
Gambetta Monument consisting of a lofty stone pyramid with a 
bronze group in high relief Banked and topped with allegorical 
statues just in front of the Arch first strikes the eye of the visitor. 
There are sculptures again behind the monument which has 
extracts from Gambetta's speeches inscribed thereon. Then there 
is on a high pedestal the equestrian statue of General Lay Fayette 
erected by American School children in honour of his valuable 
services in the American War of Independence. The arches near 
the Pont du Carrousel, the several portions of world-famous 
Louvre, the two horse Tamers on both sides of the entrance to 
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the Champs-elysees and the distant Arc de Triumphe de L'Etoile 
covering the tomb of the Unknown Warrior. What a grand 
spectacle capable of holding even an insipid spectator spell- 
bound ! No hand or pen can give a correct description of this 
wonderful sight. 

As the main purpose of my visiting Paris again for a week 
this time was to witness the International Exhibition 
tioMi Exhibit *" held there, I spent almost all of my leisure time on 
the exhibition grounds since the next day in capital 
of France. I had not seen any such world-wide exhibition before, 
although the memory of Wembley in 1924 is still fresh in the 
minds of many. In order to facilitate the inspection of the 
exhibition and to see as much as possible in the short time at my 
disposal I had engaged the services of a special guide Mr. 
Mackintosh belonging to the Dutch East Indies. On the first day 
I took a general round over the exhibition grounds and obtained 
a comprehensive view of the exhibition from the top of the Eiffel 
Tower. The exhibition was spread out round about the Tower 
being full three miles in length and upto about a mile more 
or less in width. The area covered by the exhibition was 250 
acres, while the circumference was no less than five miles. These 
dimensions will indicate the hugeness of the exhibition. There 
were fourteen entrances to the exhibition while the number of 
sections or departments was fifty-two including those in the Maillot 
and Kellermann Annexes. Forty-three nations in all had taken part 
in the exhibition and I was told that this w 7 as a record number, 
when compared with those in the previous world exhibitions. Each 
had erected a separate pavilion of its own and vied with one 
another in exhibiting the best of its talents and up-to-date 
achievements. The greatest artists, painters, sculptures, architects 
and decorators had tried to be their utmost in 
UyXnt D * r * 1 indicating that inventions and conceptions. The 
old Trocadero building was demolished and 
the new Trocadero designed to be the largest theatrical 
stage in Europe in its place. It was not finished when 
I visited the exhibition. But the view from the high terrace after 
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entering the Trocadero Gate that dawned upon me and my 
party was simply wonderful. I could see at a glance the long 
double stairs, gushing fountain, towering pavilions waving their 
different national flags, the River Seine and the broad bridge and 
the high Eiffel and the spectacle was simply indescribable. The 
view at night when everything was tastefully illuminated with 
electric lights was like a fairland. The special 
vilw at’^ught'* 1 peculiarity of the exhibition appeared to be the 
plantation of numerous trees, the concealed light 
under which added a novel refulgence to the whole environment, 
after sunset. It was almost a miracle to watch the electrically 
controlled great jets of water ejaculating from the rafts in the 
river high up in the air, while their ‘pitch was altered continu- 
ously and the multi-coloured lights were playing upon them. 
The simultaneous display of fireworks was a further variety adding 
its effect upon the brilliant sight. However it was a great dis- 
appointment to learn that many of the pavilions were not ready 
even till then. 

The situation of the exhibition was broadly in the centre of 
the city and the highest platform on the Eiffel Tower was another 
view-point to have a glimpse of the varied expanse of the exhibition 
down below. It could be easily seen from there that a new bridge 
has been constructed and another has been greatly widened, while 
some of the others have also been utilized for the purposes of the 
exhibition. 

On another day, I took a hurried survey of the different 
n» image* ^t* 0113 - the main lay-out, apart from the separate 
ui different pavilions of various nations, a Modern Art Museum 
web©®® and a complete village showing every phase of life 

were remarkable. The grand Palais which is at some distance was 
lent to the exhibition and it was converted into a palace of Dis- 
coveries housing every stage in the scientific inventions and 
progress. There was a second adjunct to the exhibition called 
Amusement Park. Its name alone would indicate its purpose and 
it is hardly necessary to say that it was found very interesting by 
the children. 
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The long narrow Island of the Swans in the river Seine was 
The island of greatly remodelled by thousands of tons of reinforced 
the French p*°- concrete and the pavilions of the French Colonies, 
vinciai Houses There were in the exhibition also separate houses of 
the several provices of France. Among the colonial houses may 
be mentioned the Central African huts, Algerian walled fortresses, 
the buildings of Morocco, Guadeloupe, Madagaskar and the high 
tower with the smiling face of an Indo-chinese goddess upon it, 
while the provinces represented were Lyons, Alsace, Perigord, 
Champagne and Languedoe. 

The grand pavilions of Germany and Russia stand facing 

Some of the eac k ot ^ er near the bridge of Jena. Those of Britain 
Foreign pavi- and Belgium, seemed to be unassuming and were 
soss close to one another, and the other, at the other end 

of the bridge. In their neighbourhood stood the horticultural 
section and a large luxury restaurant. 

I spent two special days, one for witnessing the Palace of 
Discoveries and another in the Amusement Park 
Dilloveries” ° f especially for the sake of Children. One more day 
was required in hurriedly passing through some of 
the principal pavilions and taking a round about the whole exhi- 
bition through a steam launch which steered its course through 
the river Seine. I had a mind to pay a visit again to Versailles and 
especially pretty gardens and I spent an afternoon for that purpose 
accordingly. It will thus be seen how all the available time was 
speedily exhausted and still I must confess that I saw very little 
of the exhibition. As the days in Paris were rolling, I often 
thought that I made a mistake in estimating that a week would be 
enough for the exhibition. But afterwards there was no help for it. 
Suffice it to say that for a person who really wanted to learn and 
understand a month would have been inadequate. But as I was 
an amateur visitor, it was enough to rest content with what I was 
able to see in the time at my disposal. 

The Palace of Discoveries alone was enough to engage the 
attention of scientifically minded people for a number of days. 
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At tho outset a grand spectacle in the Electrcstatique section of a 
five-million volt current sending out gigantic sparks was sufficient 
to stupefy a spectator. The current was generated between two 
spheres nine feet in diameter installed on columns which were 
nearly forty feet high. The electrons whirling spirally in a 
magnetic field could also be seen there, while a miniature demon- 
stration used to be given of the aurora borealis. Next in the 
centre there was the Planetarium which was designed to be the 
largest in the world. It is needless to add that arrangement was 
also made there to enable the visitors to comprehend the universe 
through the medium of the most modern astronomical instru- 
ments including telescopes and large maps of planets, stars, 
comets and meteors. I further marked there that provision was 
made in that pavilion in different sections to give practical demon- 
strations of various experiments and inventions and show exhibits 
pertaining to physics, organic chemistry, x-rays, radio-activity, 
spectro-chemistry, photo-chemistry, and every other conceivable 
branch of science. The giant brain which organised this Palace of 
Discoveries was, I was glad to learn, that of M. Perrin, the Nobel 
prize-winner, who had also a post in the Government of his 
country in connection with research. It is hardly necessary 
to add that he had the assistance and cooperation of the best 
scientists of his motherland. 

Apart from the above, I saw some other sections there in 
some detail, which it would not be out of place to mention here 
in brief. One of them related to Accoustics, science of so un d and 
its vibrations resulting in the development of piano and other 
musical instruments. Another pertaining to chemistry showed 
how different preparations were made from coal both by experi- 
ments and their description on the large wall-maps. Similarly the 
processes of extracting the essences from fruits, were demonstrated. 
In the third portion I saw the different kinds of rubber — both 
natural and artificial — produced in different countries. They 
were kept in closed glass tubes. In one place an outline of optic 
mirrors was visible while in another it was shown as to how water 
was heated in a flask by electric light. There I also witnessed a 
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diagram showing the growth of metric system all over the world 
on a wall by means of electrifying the countries which went on 
accepting it in particular periods. In one section it is shown how 
the laws of gravitation were discovered by Newton and Galileo. 
There was the following demonstration in one place. Three 
miniature railway lines were constructed. One of them was 
straight and the other two were in an inclined plane. One was 
more inclined than the other. Three small trains were run over 
them by electric power and it could be seen how there was 
difference in their speed. There were demonstrators at each of 
such experiments to explain the same in French. In case of some, 
there were boards on which explanation was written in French. 
But in the absence of a demonstrator, much that could be seen in 
such places proves useless. 

As an Indian, what specially appealed to me was the demon- 
stration of Pro. Raman’s inventions in Spectography. Einstein’s 
laws of relativity had also an honoured place there. The Atomic 
theory was explained in another place, along with the elements 
and how various things could be prepared by means of the 
mixture of two or more elements in fixed proportions. It was 
also interesting to see how different colours could be prepared 
in the same way. 

A children’s small train was placed upon a wheel and it was 
shown how only one of them can move viz. if the train was 
moving, the wheel did not and if the wheel was set in motion, 
the train stopped automatically. In another place there kept a big 
pendulum and close by the Law of Action and Reaction was 
illustrated. 

In one section a large baloon was preserved as the first model 
and was kept upon a big cart. Similarly the first Auto-car had 
been kepton view. In the hall of perspectivity it was shown how 
a circular photo-graph was taken by turning round a camera. In 
another hall were wooden-carts in :the times of the Romans, 
Persians and Greeks drawn by twelve bullocks or from two to four 
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or eight horse3. Next the continuous progress in conveyances had 
been exhibited. In another part, anatomy was explained, while 
in a separate portion, geology was the main theme. The progress 
in implements formed the principal subject in one place while that 
in the art of cinema was demonstrated in another. The guide 
attracted my attention to the photo of the Swiss gentlemen who 
invented the art of printing, which was hung in one place. 
Similarly a huge magnet to which a large iron-weight was stuck, 
was really a wonderful sight. The guide then took us to the 
section assigned to telegraphy where the danger signal of S. O. S. 
naturally attracted our attention. Then we saw photos of Newton, 
Pascal and other great mathematicians in the Mathematical section 
and turned a while to the section of metallography. The famous 
glass man in the amusements section the various parts of whose 
transparent body, internal organs and circulatory system were 
being illuminated and explained at intervals after darkening the 
room was another notable exhibit. The last wonderful feature 
whose mention cannot be omitted, was the demonstration in 
another room of the telephone of the future viz. the telephone 
coupled with a television apparatus attached so that one can see 
as well as hear the other person. There are numerous such 
sections which it was impossible to inspect in a short period or to 
adequately describe. In short it often occurred to me that it was 
a multi-fold copy of the Science Museum seen in London. 

The Italian Pavilion among others appeared to me to be the 
best on account of the beauty of the exhibits therein 
»b* Pavilion**’ ant * especially the mosaic courts with fountains 
playing in them and fresco arcades. It was a 
square set construction of stone with rows of six statues on every 
side round the top of the tower and everywhere else for which 
Italy is so famous. The entrance-loggia with a great female 
figure borne forward by doves representing aeroplanes was by 
itself very imposing. It was however with mixed 
orlV aviU ° n feelings that I saw the maps and photographs 
relating to Abyssinian conquest and the reforms 
and improvements shown to have been made in that country in 
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the short time after its inclusion in the Italian Empire. Relief 
Works both elevated and carved deep in the walls were also 
remarkable. The animals like horses or bulls drawn in mosaic 
on the door were particularly notable. The magnificent equestrian 
statue in front of the four-storied building and the steam-launch 
section in the river close by seemed to be a speciality. The upper 
floor of the launch was also of mosaic and there were some nice 
exhibits relating to machinery in the lower part. There was a 
cafe on the upper floor of the launch. The imposing bust of King 
Victor Emmanuel with a gun in front and another inside with that 
of Mussolini together with a large painting of the latter naturally 
evoked great respect of the visitors. The painting of Marshal 
Bodaglio, the victor of Abyssinia and that of Volta the inventor 
who found out how to measure the current of electricity were 
equally inspiring. Various articles made from artificial silk were 
kept on view in one section, while in another part in an illu- 
minated vault of a wall we saw many interesting views of scenes 
and places, as well as vases and models of busts and statues. 
Type-writers and telescopes were arranged in a different section. 
As in permanent museums as well as some of the other pavilions 
comfortable chairs and benches were kept at intervals in empty 
places for visitors to rest when they felt exhausted, so we found 
plenty of them here scattered all over as Italy is well-known for 
cabinet and furniture-making also, apart from a separate section, 
solely devoted for that type of exhibits alone. The scene of the 
fall of water through a gutter near a wall appeared to be vivid, 
in one place, while in another huge bumbers of metal resembling 
German Silver were remarkable. A separate section dealt with 
musical instruments. There was a garden on the terrace as well 
as in a court on the ground floor. Small models of houses and 
cities were notable. A model of the new Mussolini Forum in 
Rome was specially pointed out to us by the guide. A huge 
elliptical chandeliar among the glass exhibits in one hall, auto- 
matically attracted our attention, as it must have done of every 
other visitor on account of its charm. The Laws and Rules 
njade for Fascist workers were written on small black-boards on 
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a wall. It was really a peculiar feature. Wooden models of Italian 
eagles were the last exhibits which I found to be of some interest, 
before I left the pavilion after taking tea in the restaurant in the 
main building. Of course I had to finish my inspection of the 
pavilion hurriedly. And naturally there must have been 
numerous exhibits or features which might have escaped my 
attention. It is needless to say here once for all that this was 
the case with every other section or pavilion which I had an 
occasion of seeing, while in Paris. 


Opposite to the British pavilion, I took the occasion of hurri- 
Th« pavilions ec ^y witnessing the Belgian building as a specimen 
of Belgium and of the achievement of a smaller nation belonging to 
Hoiiaad the famous war-time triple entente. It was a struc- 

ture of red stones and tiles and presented an admirable display. 
The picture of the ancestor of man from the Belgium Congo, the 
remembrance of the war-time thrilling places of liege, Namur 
and Ostend with a glance at them on the huge map on the wall 
and the imposing escalator of the type, I was accustomed to see 
in the underground stations in London, are some of the remini- 
scences of my visit to this pavilion. The Dutch Pavilion was an- 
other such specimen. But I was interested to see it in some detail 
on account of the affinity naturally felt by Indians in the colony 
of the Dutch East Indies which are close to us and a curiosity of 
inspecting the exhibits in that colony’s separate section was aroused 
by our guide who came from it. The artificial sea roaring with 
its similar types of waves, which was exhibited in the main Dutch 
pavilion seemed to present a striking view. But the method of 
collecting rubber by attaching a pot to the tree, women plucking 
coffee and a few other women belonging to Java and Sumatra, 
engaged in dyeing cloth as well as the vivid scene of a Norwegian 
waterfall were some of the more intersting exhibits. 


It seemed to my mind a strange coincidence that the pavilions 

The German ^ tw0 enem Y nations so to say, which are dia- 
anA Russian metrictlly opposed to one another as regards their 
political: theories, — I mean; — Nazi Germany under 
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Herr Hitler and Communist or Soviet Russia under Stalin, should 
have been pitched to face each other. They are the tallest and hence 
the most dominating among all the foreign pavilions. The German 
pavilion had on its top a golden national eagle with its Swastika 
Flag while that of Russia bore on its head as it were, imposing 
silver statues of a human couple ready to march with an uplifted 
hammer and sickle. There was a luxury restaurant on the top of 
the German Pavilion from which fine views of Paris and the sur- 
rounding tract could be obtained. The beautiful candelebra 
which appeared to have been profusely installed in the hall and other 
places, formed the peculiarity of that pavilion. There we were 
shown a neo-Bechstein electric piano without a sounding board. 
A microphone attached to the ends of groups of strings served the 
purpose of the board. A series of oil paintings ornamented the 
walls and many of them w : ere those of Hitler. In the Soviet 
pavilion, numerous photographs, statues and busts big and small 
of Marx, Lenin and Stalin were to be found here and there. 
The pavilion of Russia had been erected on a pedestal of coloured 
marble and a large wall-map of Russia made of precious and 
semi-precious stones and metals was a remarkable exhibit. 
Rubies were used for showing important cities, while lakes and 
seas etc. were of the appropriate requisite material. The Soviet 
government had given special attention to propaganda in order to 
advertise its productive and other sorts of achievements by 
means of mural frescoes as well as tractors and cars. 

In the German pavilion there were on both sides of the 
entrance two sets of statues of a family consisting of a husband 
and his wife and their son, all very strong and robust, exhibiting as 
it were, the prowess of the Nazi nation. In the inside, one could 
see the cutlery and leather articles, as well as artificial rubber and 
toys such as different kinds of cats and dogs. Specimen models 
of electric cranes, telephones, traffic control signals, stabilizers of 
huge objects like ships, telescopes, racing cars, coloured stones and 
wooden reliefs were a few of the other exhibits which I can 
mention as notable among the vast collection. 
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In the pavilion of Russia, which was also known as the 
pavilion of the Republic of United Soviet Societies (U. S. S. R.), a 
pretty fair model of a theatre of changing scenes, another of a sub- 
way as well as others of ships steering their coures through the 
Arctic snow, were remarkable exhibits. But the pictures of the 
river Volga and Moscow and the memorial of Maxim Gorky as 
well as the diagram showing the development of industries in that 
country were also found to be interesting. 

The exterior of the British pavilion was not entrancing as 

The Br'tish com P are d with those of Germany, Russia or Italy, 
and other But all these countries are past masters of the art of 

P *t* ^ 

avuons propaganda. However one naturally expected a 

better show, as smaller and younger nations like Jugoslavia or 
Hungary had spared no pains to attract the attention of the 
visitors. The peculiarity of the British pavilion was its lay figures 
displaying sporting scenes with bats and rackets, and the dummies 
exhibiting English fashion in clothes. The next important 
features of the British pavilion may be mentioned the book section, 
leather goods, silver and porcelain exhibits as well as the furnishing 
section and a gay kitchen interior, stocked with labour-saving 
devices. I did not get sufficient time to see the remaining 
pavilions critically or in detail. But I could see something of the 
pavilions of Canada, and Austria. In the latter, a large photo- 
graph of a snow-capped mountain accessible to a visitor by a 
strair-case seemed to be remarkable, and the life-size photos of 
trees in the Polish pavilion were equally attractive. Photographic 
art appeared to have been largely made use of, by many of the 
nations in order to advertise their decorators’ art and touring 
facilities. 

I spent one afternoon as already stated in witnessing the 
section of the exhibition known as the amusements 
mJnt Paf" use * P ark - Various kinds of amusements such as different 
sorts of Merry-go-round worked by electric power 
were kept there as in the prater at Vienna or at a health resort 
or at a fair. There was a similar scenic or mountain railway 
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round the exhibition grounds. The way for the trains was zigzag 
and also consisted of steep ascents or descents. The construction 
of an artificial river flowing through a similar mountain and rocks 
was specially interesting. My children had a boat ride in it, 
both simple as well as electrically pushed. There were separate 
stalls and sections. One of them was named Holy wood section. 
Another was assigned to the colonials of Morocco. The carpets 
and tapestries of these people were worth- seeing. They had 
their special theatre. The stalls containing various pictures such 
as Taxi’s girls and boys, were particularly interesting to the 
children. In the former, a coin put in a particular place in front 
as in a weighing or platform ticket machine was automatically 
collected in a box near the girl. In the latter if the visitor aimed 
the sword kept in front of the boy, he automatically manipulated 
the sword in his hand so as to defy the spectator. It is impossible 
to describe these laughter-evoking contrivances. There was a 
miniature tower with a crane on it, which was used for putting 
things on a high level like an elevator or bringing them down. 
The very risky feats of riding a cycle or a motor-cycle or a motor 
on the wall of a cylindrical well-like theatre, which we marked 
on payment, from above, were extremely^ wonderful. 

The section in which various types of houses were built which 
was specially erected there for showing the development in house 
building, was on that account very remarkable. It was also 
interesting to see the old type pictures on the walls. It is hardly 
necessary to mention that the several pavilions in the main 
exhibition building, were in themselves practical lessons in the 
modern art of construction and must have been utilized for 
supplementing their knowledge by those who were interested 
in it. 


On the last afternoon, I made a round about the whole 
a <ound about exhibition ground through the river Seine in a 
tbrou’gh^the steam launch. It was a very fascinating spectacle, 
river Seme Variegated pavilions of different nations on both 
the banks were visible at a glance with their specialities. The 
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pavilions of Horticulture and Women’s Costumes as well as the 
glass pavilion were towering over the river. But the Provincial 
and Colonial pavilions of France on the Swan Island in the Seine 
with the statue of Liberty in front could be seen best in the course 
of this trip while passing round it. Some adventurous persons 
were playing in the river and performing feats such as Water-sking 
by placing his feet on two planks attached to a motor-boat, which 
although they were admiration-exciting, did not fail to cause a 
tremble in less courageous hearts. This round for over an hour 
enabled us to revise what we had seen in the course of the previous 
days and to form a general idea of the gigantic effort of the 
French nation. 


A mere mention of the names of some of the fifty and more 
sections, such as Graphic and Plastic Arts, Metal 
mart”*™ 1 Re " Works, Cold storage. Marine, Radio, Health, Crafts, 
Toys, Nurseries, Gardens, and Rural centre, is 
sufficient to give a broad outline of the grand conception of the 
whole achievement of the best brains of every nation, which have 
brought together the beautiful pictures — reliefs and maps, statuary, 
porcelain and glass articles, ornaments of costly metals and 
precious stones, progress in postal, telegraph or railway facilities, 
improvement in printing, building construction or theatre, and 
lastly the cattle, agricultural, industrial and every other sort of 
wealth as well as domestic and other manners. The embossed 
statues of various animals real as well as imaginary, on the walls 
of some of the buildings were also notable. Numerous people 
visited the exhibition every day and the number was particularly 
large on Sundays. Upto the first week of July, the total of visitors 
had reached an enormous figure. There were prams for children 
and invalids to see the exhibition and buses and other conveyances 
for those who wanted to have a round without troubling their feet. 
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Last time, I had no time to see the gardens of Versailles in 
detail, as much of the time was spent in walking 
CsfritM****’ 11 ** through some of the halls and rooms of the different 
buildings there. I had therefore desided to spend a 
special afternoon for visiting Versailles again and to pass most of 
the time in the gardens. Accordingly I went there on Sunday the 
4th July as on Sundays it is extremely entrancing to see the beauty 
of the working fountains. En route we passed the Unknown 
Warrior’s tomb under the famous arch. The expanse of the 
gradually descending portion of the gardens with numerous statues 
spread all over and architecturally designed fountains was really 
a wonderful phenomenon to mark at. The special guide engaged 
for the purpose told us that the cost of working these fountains 
per hour comes to about Rs. 35,000 francs equal to nearly 
Rs. 4,000. The fountains with stone statues of different kinds of 
beasts and animals throwing out water through their mouths were 
marvellous indeed. 



CHAPTER V 


THE QUEEN OF SPAS AND THE LAST 
PHASE OF THE SOJOURN 

I left Paris for Vichy by Auto-rail on the 7th July in the after- 
noon and reached the most famous French health resort in about 
three hours and a half. The distance is nearly 225 miles. An 
Auto-rail or the Bugatti rail-car as it is more properly termed con- 
sists of about 50 comfortable seats and resembles a large tram bus 
or motor lorry. It runs over the ordinary railway line but rather 
with greater speed. As an Auto-rail does not carry any luggage 
except hand-bags, my staff had arranged to send the heavy luggage 
ahead by an ordinary train. It was also arranged by phone that 
it should be carried by the manager of Hotel Majestic at Vichy to 
our quarters as we had settled to put up there for the day which 
I intended to spend there. As already mentioned, it was my in- 
tention first to stay at Vichy for a considerable time after leaving 
London. As however the plan had to be subsequently changed, 
and I passed a few days at the equally famous Spa of Karlsbad, 
I had once thought of abandoning the idea of going to Vichy. 
But as I had heard so much about the place, I resolved to have at 
least a glimpse of it, however brief it may be. Accordingly I 
arrived at Vichy and spent there nearly twenty-four hours. The 
next morning Dr. Serge Ossipoff, the director of the bath Establish- 
ment at Vichy, came over to my quarters and offered to show me 
every important thing there in his own motor. It was so kind of him 
and I could not say nay. Accordingly, I visited some of the springs 
including Chomel and Grande Grille and then went to inspect the 
Main Hydro or Grand establishment Thermal. Lastly we saw 
the Grand Casino and the beautiful parks along the river Allier 
including the Children’s Park. My children appeared to enjoy 
the park in particular and spent a lot of time there in playing and 
working on the various contrivances there. They very much 
appreciated the artificial swimming pond near the pavilion and 
surrounded by the lawn. On the whole Vichy seemed to have 
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grown from a village into a charming and well-appointed city like 
Karlsbad on a tract endowed by nature with springs the waters 
of which possess curative powers and have become a house-hold 
word all over the world. Beautiful pavilions and an imposing hall 
have been built over these springs which are eleven in all. The 
buildings covering these springs, have been profusely adorned by 
pictures. The name Grande Grille has been given to that spring 
after the great iron gate that was formerly installed there for 
protection. Chomel derives its name from Dr. Chomel the custo- 
dian of the Vichy Waters about the first quarter of the eighteenth 
century, as it was during his tenure that the abundant flow of this 
spring was first discovered. The sedative action of the water of 
this spring is particularly useful in the early stages. Hopital, 
Celestins, Lucas, and Mesdames and Parc are the other important 
springs of which Celestins and Lucas are cold springs. The 
former takes its name from that of an old monastery near about. 
The temperatures of the springs vary from 60 to 110° (Fahr.), that 
of Chomel being the highest. The characteristics of the waters as 
regards the diseases on which they are useful are similar to those 
of Karlsbad and I do not think it necessary to repeat them here. 
Anybody interested in knowing the properties of the various 
springs can obtain the required information from any pamphlet 
on Vichy. 

Hauterive, Boussange, Dome, Ley Lys and Cornelie are the 
other springs, the last three being hyper-thermal and situated on 
the left bank of the river Allier — Boussange deserves special 
mention as its waters are conveyed through a special system of 
pipes and mainly used for the hydropathic establishments. 

The Grand Thermal establishment is again a palatial building, 
equipped with all the resources of physio-therapy so as to make 
the specific action of the waters, produce the best results. There 
are separate baths and private piscinas for individual treatment, 
shower baths, special Vichy showers, carbo-gaseous vapour, hot 
air and light baths as well as equipment for local douches and 
stomach pumping, all in two series of corresponding sections, one 
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for each sex. Provision is also made for sun-bathing, physical 
culture, mud-baths, electro-radiological service with the mecano- 
therapy institute. In order to supply more accommodation for 
the increasing number of visitors, the New Callon establishment 
has been recently built in 1933 as an adjunct to the Main Esta- 
blishment and the speciality of it is, that it is open to the patients 
throughout the whole year continuously, while the others are 
only available during the season. 

Moreover, visitors do not feel the weariness of a monotonous 
life at Vichy on account of the provision of theatrical and artistic 
displays and sporting events as well as the casinos, fetes, balls, 
and galas coupled with the charm of the views and the landscape 
in and around Vichy which can be enjoyed by occasional 
excursions into the country. 

In the afternoon Dr. Serge Ossipoff was kind enough to 
entertain me and my party to tea at the Club House at the Golf 
course. It is a part of the Sporting Club situated on the left bank 
of the Allier in a delightful setting of green. It contains beautiful 
tennis courts and I was glad to learn that pigeon-shooting stands 
are laid out in the neighbourhood as well as there is a spacious 
race-course near-about. It was also of interest to learn that the 
Horse Show Contests are held in the centre of the town. 

Health-resorts like Vichy are visited by thousands of people 
and naturally the central and local administrations concentrate 
their efforts to improve the road and other communications and 
open new ones so as to connect the place with every important 
sea-port or capitals of other countries. No wonder therefore that 
Vichy has been thus brought within easy reach by rail and motor 
from every town in France or other countries. But I was 
surprised to learn that there was also an excellent aerodrome 
newly installed in order to further facilitate the travel to this 
attractive spa even from distant places. 

We left Vichy with a heavy heart, after a short but very 
delightful halt in the evening and arrived at Marseilles by train 
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early in the morning of the 9th July 1937. Passing a full day in 
rest there at Hotel de Noallies, the abode of my last stop, and 
making the necessary arrangements about money, presents and 
the embarkation in the S, S. “ Ranapura ” I boarded the steamer 
in the evening of the 10th. The steamer was programmed to 
weigh anchor at 4 a.m. the next day and it was with a sigh of 
relief that we began our return journey after a safe sojourn, 
although we were a little apprehensive about sea-sickness at the 
close of our travel as I had made an hazard of booking for a 
steamer which was to arrive in Bombay at the height of the rainy 
season there. My anxiety was not groundless. Almost all the 
persons in my party suffered more or less from sea-sickness for a 
day or two after leaving Aden. It was the case also with a large 
number of British passengers who, I thought, would be more 
immune, on account of their sea-worthy habits. The ladies 
seemed to be more affected by the weather. But all became 
hale and hearty with the approach of Bombay. At Aden, it must 
be mentioned, that Dr. Aphale and the other Deccanis who had 
welcomed me when I passed it on my way to London, again took 
the opportunity of cordially entertaining me and my party at the 
steamer point. It was also a pleasant coincidence that the 
Hon’ble Sir John Beaumont, Kt., Chief Justice of the High Court 
of Bombay, was returning after his holiday trip home, by the same 
steamer. I was not personally acquainted with him before, but 
I had heard about his amiable qualities through my friend Mr. 
K. M. Kumthekar, b.a. ll.b.. Retired District and Sessions Judge, 
Ahmednagar and a host of others including Messrs. Rajadhyaksh 
and Dhurandhar of the Bombay Judicial Service. Naturally I 
felt a desire to avail myself of this pleasant coincidence of making 
a personal acquaintance with Lady Beaumont and Sir John. On 
my expressing the same to Sir John, I am glad to say that His 
Lordship was kind enough to invite me to tea which automatically 
gave us an opportunity of a free and frank talk. There were 
many Indian passengers including persons who had just passed 
some post-graduate course such as t. d., m. a., or d. p. h. Some 
of them were returning for an interim holiday. 
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S. S. *' Ranapura ” entered the Bombay harbour at about 
3 p. M. and passengers began to disembark after getting their 
passports duly endorsed. As at the time of departure, relatives, 
friends and representatives of people as well as Darbar Officials 
were present on the Ballard Pier to extend to me a cordial and 
hearty welcome. The Dewan and my relatives as well as my 
friend Mr. K. M. Kumthekar garlanded me on the floor of the 
steamer, while others offered their greetings and flowers in a 
special room in the premises of the Port Offices. All were joyful 
as the sojourn was a success. 

Directly from the Ballard Pier, I went to the Sardar Griha 
and returned to Poona next morning. Resting there for a week, I 
came to Bhor on Wednesday the 28th July 1937. The Munici- 
pality had arranged to escort me in a procession through the town 
and presented an address on Friday the 6th of August 1937 in the 
specially decorated Shriram Darbar Hall. In giving a reply, I 
took the occasion of narrating in brief an account of the tour, 
which appeared to be greatly appreciated by the audience. On the 
18th of August 1937 which was also the anniversary of my 
accession the inhabitants of Bhor again tendered to me a special 
address with a purse of Rs. 1,500/- as a concrete mark of their joy 
on my happy return. In reply I assured the people that the 
amount would be augmented by a donation from my private 
purse and the whole would be utilized for some work of 
public utility. 
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DIARY OF THE TOUR 
Tuesday, 6th April 1937 

Farewell by the State Legislative Council in the Shri Ram 
Mandap and Tea-party in the Garden Villa. 

Tuesday, 13th April 1937 

Left Bhor. Pansupari and Flowers en route at Kasurdi and 
Nasarapur. 

Wednesday, 14th April 1937 
Left Poona by 11p.m. Train. Farewell by State Subjects, 
relatives and officers at the Station. 

Thursday, 15th April 1937 
Arrival at Sardargriha, Bombay. 

Friday, 16th April 1937 

Stay in Bombay. Greetings and Farewell visits by friends and 
leaders of institutions. 

Saturday, 17th April 1937 
Left Bombay by the S. S. “Ranchi”. 

Wednesday, 21st April 1937 
Arrival at Aden at 4 p.m. Visit to Shaikh Othman. Reception 
by Dr. Aphale, Mr. and Mrs. Joshi and other Deccan and Gujarathi 
countrymen. 

Sunday, 25th April 1937 

Arrival at Suez at 6 a.m., passed through the Suez Canal. 
Arrival at Port Said at 9 p.m. 

Wednesday, 28th April 1937 
The Steamer arrives at Malta at 9 a.m. 

Friday, 30th April 1937 

Arrival at Marseilles at 6 a.m. 

Visited Notre Dame de la Garde. 

Left for London by the P. and O. Special Express, at 4 p.m. 
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Saturday, 1st May 1937 

Arrived in London at 4 p.m. via Paris and Calais. 

Crossed the English Channel through Cote de Azur, Calais. 

Welcome at the Victoria Station by the Raja of Jamkhandi, 
Captain AUanson of Messrs. Thomas Cook and Sons, Mr. Timms, 
Retired Executive Engineer, Mutha Canals Division, and Mr. 
Chapekar. 

Put up in Kensington Palace Mansions. 

Mr. C. B. Pooley came to offer his greetings. 

Sunday, 2nd May 1937 

Met the Raja Saheb of Jamkhandi. 

Travelled by the Underground Railway upto Charing Cross 
with the children. 

Visited the old haunts viz : Thames Embankment, Hyde Park. 

Monday, 3rd May 1937 

Government Invitations and those for private parties were 
received through Col. Tate, Special Assistant to the Pol. A. D. C. 
to the Rt. Hon’ble the Secretary of State. 

Tuesday, 4th May 1937 

Met Col. Tate, Col. Neale, Pol. A. D. C. to the Rt. Hon’ble 
Lord Zetland, Secretary of State for India, Mr. Croft, Private 
Secretary to Lord Zetland, Sir Findalater Stewart, Permanent 
Under-Secretary and Mr. Patrick, Reader, India Office, at the 
India Office. 

Attended Dr. Davies' lecture at 5 p.m. on “ India and Queen 
Victoria” at the India House under the Presidentship of H. H. the 
Maharaja Gaekwar of Baroda and had tea at the party given at the 
same place by Sir Farid Khan Noon, High Commissioner for India. 

Accepted Marchioness of Londonderry’s invitation for the 
evening Reception at the Londonderry House, to meet the Earl of 
Athlone and Her Royal Highness the Princess Alice. 

Wednesday, 5th May 1937 

Lieut-Col. Tate and Mrs. Tate dined with me at the Kensing- 
ton Palace Mansions Hotel. 

Mr. P. E. Perceival, retired i.c.s., ex-High Court Judge, 
Bombay, paid a courtesy call and had breakfast. 
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Witnessed Bernard Shaw’s famous drama “ Candida ” 
(Matinee Show) at the Globe Theatre in the afternoon. 

Thursday, 6th May 1937 

Attended the afternoon-Reception arranged by the President 
and Council of the Royal Asiatic Society at the India House to 
meet the Most Hon’ble the Marquess of Zetland. 

Attended the At-Home the same evening at the India Hall t 
Overseas House, given by Sardar Mohansing, Adviser to the Rt. 
Hon’ble the Secretary of State for India. 

Friday, 7th May 1937 

Attended the Reception given on behalf of His Majesty’s 
Government by the Rt. Hon’ble Mr. Ormsby-Gore, Secretary of 
State for the Colonies at the Lancaster House at 10 p.m. to meet 
the visitors from the Colonial Empire. 

Saturday, 8th May 1937 

Settled some details about the future programme. 

Sunday, 9th May 1937 

Attended the Lunch at 1 p.m. at the Taj Mahal (Indian) 
Restaurant, West Street Cambridge Circus arranged by the Marathi- 
Speaking Union in order to provide an opportunity to the Marathi- 
Speaking persons including Coronation visitors, of meeting one 
another. 

The Raja Saheb of Jamkhandi and Mr. P. M. Lad, i.c.s., on 
leave were among the guests. 

Attended a Dinner Party arranged by H. H. the Maharaja of 
Bikaner at the Carlton Hotel at 8-15 p.m. 

Monday, 10th May 1937 

Attended Lord Clydesdale’s At-Home at 5 p.m. at Clydesdale, 
30 Curzon Street, in honour of the Colonial and Foreign Repre- 
sentatives. 

Attended Mrs. Fitzroy and the Speaker’s At-Home at 10 p.m. 
at the House of Commons (Palace of Westminster) in honour of 
the Coronation guests. 

Tuesday, 11th May 1937 

Paid a visit to the Rt. Hon’ble R. A. Butler, Esqr., the then 
Under-Secretary of State for India, at the India Office at 3 p.m. 
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Had accepted the invitation of Mrs. ( now Countess of 
Baldwin ) and the Rt. Hon’ble Mr. (now Earl) Baldwin, the then 
Prime Minister, for the Garden Party at 5 p.m. at 10 Downing 
Street. ( The party was, however, cancelled owing to rain.) 

Sent congratulatory letters through the India Office to Her 
Majesty the Queen and Her Majesty Queen Mary for the honours 
received in the special Coronation Honour’s List. 

Wednesday, 12th May 1937 

Went to attend the Coronation Ceremony at the Westminster 
Abbey at 8 a.m. 

Witnessed the solemn ceremony which ended at 2-15 p.m. 

Shrimant Yuwraj, the Rajkumars and the Rajkumaris witness- 
ed the procession from the complimentary seats in the India 
Office (White-hall) stands near the Buckingham Palace. 

Heard the Royal Message on the Radio. 

Thursday, 13th May 1937 

Had the honour to receive a Coronation Medal, 

Respectfully tendered loyal felicitations upon the successful 
conclusion of the main Coronation Function to His Majesty the 
King through the India Office. 

Sir F. H. Brown, famous journalist and Hon. Secretary, East 
India association, lunched with me at the Kensington Palace 
Mansions Hotel. 

Attended the Coronation Costume Ball at the Albert Memo- 
rial Hall at 10 p.m. 

Friday, I4th May 1937 

Paid a visit to Lord Lloyd at 30 Portman Square. 

Paid a visit to Mr. (now Sir) Roger Lumley, then Governor- 
designate, Bombay, at the Lumley Castle, 39 Eaton Square. 

Saturday, 15th May 1937 

Witnessed the Coronation Film at Studio, 2 in Regent Street, 
Oxford Circus and the Selfridge’s Store’s Special Coronation 
Decorations. 

Had Tea with Sir Robert Bell ( Acting ex-Governor of 
Bombay ) at 4 p.m. 
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Sunday, 16th May 1937 

Visited Kenwood Park beyond Hampstead. 

Monday, 17th May 1937 

Mr. C. A. Kincaid, retired i.c.s., ex-Judge of the Bombay High 
Court, lunched with me at the Kensington Palace Mansions. 

Attended the “At-Home” given by H. H. Maharaja of Bika- 
ner at the Carlton Hotel, at 4-30 p.m. 

Visited the Kensington Palace and the Albert Hall. 

Tuesday, 18th May 1937 

Visited the Westminster Abbey in the Coronation Setting 
at 4 p.m. 

Attended the India Office Reception at 10 p.m. at the India 
Office, White Hall, given by the Rt. Hon'ble the Marquess of 
Zetland on behalf of His Majesty’s Government. 

Wednesday, 19th May 1937 

Paid a call to Sir Eric Mieville, Assistant Private Secretary to 
His Majesty the King, in the forenoon at the Buckingham Palace. 

Attended the “At-Home” given by Her Highness the Dowager 
Begum Sahiba of Janjira to meet the Marquess of Willingdon at 
4-30 p.m. 

Paid a visit to Sir Frederick Sykes at his residence. 

Thursday, 20th May 1937 

Went to Spithead to witness the Naval Review with the 
Yuwaraj. Left London at 9 a.m. from Waterloo Station by Railway 
to Southampton as His Majesty’s guests and thence to the Review 
area through the S. S. Cameronia at 12 noon. 

Witnessed the Review in the afternoon and the fireworks in 
the night. 

Friday, 21st May 1937 

Returned the same way in the morning and reached London 
at 11 a.m. 

Witnessed a Cinema Show in the London Pavilion Theatre 
and the world clock in the Piccadilly Circus underground Railway 
Station. 

Had accepted the invitations to the High Commissioner’s 
Party at the India House to meet H. H. the Prince of Berars and 
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the Earl of Derby’s Dinner in aid of the Brompton Hospital at 
the Mansion House to meet H. R. H. the Duke of Kent. 

Saturday, 22nd May 1937 

Visited the British Broadcasting Corporation’s Television 
transmission at 2-45 p.m. at the Alexandra Palace and Broadcasting 
House where Tea was offered at 5 p.m. 

Sunday, 23rd May 1937 

Tea with Mr. J, R. Martin, retired I.C.S., at Hampstead. 
Visited Science Museum. 

Monday, 24th May 1937 

Consulted a medical expert for health. 

Attended the Dinner given by the Combined Societies in 
honour of the Empire Premiers at Grosvenor House, 

Tuesday, 25th May 1937 

Visited Viscount Halifax at the House of Lords at 4-30 p.m. 
and had tea. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lad dined with me at the Royal Palace Hotel. 

Wednesday, 26th May 1937 

Attended the Court Ball at 10 p.m. at the Buckingham Palace. 

Thursday, 27th May 1937 

Attended the display of the Royal Olympia Tournament His 
Majesty was present in the Royal Box. 

Friday, 28th May 1937 

Mr. T. B. Timms lunched with me at the Kensington Palace 
Mansions Hotel. 

Paid a visit to Lord Zetland at 3-30 p.m. at the India 
Office. 

Took Tea with Mrs. Amery and Mr. L. S. Amery (now the 
Secretary of State for India ) at their house at 5 p.m. 

Saturday, 29th May 1937 

Paid a visit to the Marquess and Marchioness of Willingdon 
at 11 a.m. at their residence, 5 Lygon’s Square. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lumley ( now Sir Roger Lumley, Governor 
of Bombay, and Lady Lumley ) lunched with me at the Claridges 
Hotel. 
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The Yuwaraj paid special visits to the India House and India 
Office and saw the Libraries there in particular. 

Saw the Prince Sidhhartha Opera at Scala Theatre Charlotte 
Street, Tottenham Court Road. 

Sunday, 30th May 1937 

Lord Lamington ( ex-Governor of Bombay ) and Lady 
Lamington paid a visit to me at the Kensington Palace Mansions 
Hotel at 3-30 p.m. 

Visited Keats House. 

Monday, 31st May 1937 

Left London ( Victoria Station ) at 4-30 p.m. for Vienna 
( West Station ) by the Alberg Orient Express. 

Mr, Timms and Captain Allanson were present at the Station 
to bid farewell. 

Tuesday, 1st June 1937 

Arrived at Vienna (Wien) at 7-38 p.m. passing Parr's, 
Chamrot, Zurich, Salbarg Bucks, Insbruck and Sultza river. 

Put up in Bristol Hotel. 

Wednesday, 2nd June 1937 

Visited Burg garten. 

Consulted Dr. Porges. 

Thursday, 3rd June 1937 

Saw the Museums in the Palaces, the Monuments of Goethe, 
Maria Theresa, etc. 

Friday. 4th June 1937 

Visited Kahlenberg Terasse and Cobenzl Hotel and hill. 

Passed by some municipal tenements and houses and monu- 
ments of some renowned composers. 

Saturday, 5th June 1937 

Passed by the Ring Strasse, the Grand Opera House, Parlia- 
ment Houses, Rathaus, Burg Theatre, etc. 

Sunday, 6th June 1937 

Witnessed the display of the Spanish Riding School. 

Monday, 7th June 1937 

Visited Ganse Haufelbaa, one of the numerous places for 
swimming and taking various kinds of baths and exercises. 



114 


royal coronation and my SECOND TRIE TO EUROPE 


Passed by the Prater and the Equestrian Statue of Field- 
Marshal Rodzesky in front of the War Office. 

Tuesday, 8th June 1937 

Took a fine motor round through the Vienna Forest passing 
Prince Liechtenstein Castle, Heiligenkreuz Cathedral and Baden. 

Witnessed Udayashankar’s display of dancing. 

Wednesday, 9th June 1937 

Went to Schonbrunn from Karlplaz by underground Railway. 

Witnessed an opera “Don Carlos” in the Opera Theatre. 

Thursday, 10th June 1937 

Visited Dianabad and had a round through Klosternenburg 
Forest. 

Witnessed the Cinema Show of "Grand Hotel” in Mensdom 
Hotel Kino. 

Friday, 11th June 1937 

Consulted Dr. Schwam about the health of the Yuwaraj. 

Attended Court Ball at Schonbrunn. 

Saturday, 12th June 1937 

Dined with Dr. Porges at his house. 

Sunday, 13th June 1937 

Made a circular motor trip to Krauzenstein Castle re-crossing 
the Danube on a ferry. 

Monday, 14 th June 1937 

Gave a dinner party at Hotel Bristol to Dr. and Mrs. Porges 
and their children. 

Tuesday, 15th June 1937 

Witnessed Rudiard Kipling’s Cinema Show "Elephant Boy” 
in Urania Kino. 

Wednesday, 16th June 1937 

Had a stroll in the Stadtpark. 

Thursday, 17th June 1937 

Visited Dr. Porges’ Hospital. 

Attended Dr. Agnihotri’s Reception at Hotel Bristol in 
honour of H. H. the Maharaja of Mysore’s 53rd birthday and 
spoke a few words congratulating His Highness. 
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Met Sir Walford Selby, Minister Plenipotentiary of Great 
Britain at the Austrian Court. 

Friday, 18th June 1937 
Left Vienna in motors at 10 a.m. 

Lunched at Grand Hotel, Budweis at 3 p.m. 

Took afternoon tea at Pilsner (Pilson). 

Reached. Karlsbad at 11 p.m. 

Put up at Villa Cleopatra Savoy West End Hotel. 

Saturday, 19th June 1937 

Visited Karlsbad springs, Townhall, Stadtpark, Mulhbrunn 
Colonnade, and Marktbrunn Colonnade. 

Sunday, 20th June 1937 

Visited Marienbad by motor. Saw the springs and Colonnade 
there. Took tea in Panorama Cafe. 

Monday, 21st June 1937 

Visited the Zonder Institute ( for Swedish Gymnastics and 
massage ). 

Tuesday, 22nd June 1937 
Visited a glass factory. Took tea in Geysirpark Cafe. 

Wednesday, 23rd June 1937 
Mr, and Mrs. Stein came to meet me and the Yuwaraj from 
Prague. 

Witnessed an opera "Dihe Fledermans” in Stadt Theatre. 

Had an opportunity of hearing the singing of Emanuel utst 
in the same show and meeting President Bennes at the theatre. 

Thursday, 24th June 1937 

Visited Hirchensprung Cross and Aberg Tower through horse 
carriages by the mountain roads. 

Consulted Dr. Neubaer. 

Friday, 25th June 1937 
Witnessed a variety show. 

Saturday, 26th June 1937 
Visited the Radium Mine and Manufactory at Jachymov. 
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Sundayj 27th June 1937 

Visited Hans Heil, Elbogen, and the peculiar formation of 
rocks which has been given the name of a wedding party. 

Witnessed the spring, the water of which turns a thing into 
a stone, after a few days in a particular season, 

Monday, 28th June 1937 

Left Karlsbad by motor at 2 p.m. 

Arrived at Eger (German-Czechoslovakian Frontier) at 3 p.m. 
Entrained there and started for Paris. 

Tuesday, 29th June 1937 

Reached Paris at 12-40 p.m. Put up in Hotel Lotti. 

Wednesday, 30th June 1937 

Visited the adjoining Tuilliers Gardens and the Eiffel Tower. 

Thursday, 1st July 1937 

Had a motor round through the shopping streets. 

Friday, 2nd July 1937 

Visited the Grand International Exhibition situated round the 
Eiffel Tower. Saw the Pavilions of Holland, Germany and 
Russia. 

Saturday, 3rd July 1937 

Visited the Amusements Park. 

Sunday, 4th July 1937 

Visited Versailles in motors and after hurriedly passing 
through the important halls, strolled in the surrounding gardens, 
witnessed the fountains at work. Passed the Unknown Warrior's 
tomb and the Triumph D’Etiole. 

Monday, 5th July 1937 

Visited the Palace of Discoveries ( Grand-Palais ) and the 
Pavilions of Italy and Belgium. Saw the Escalator in the latter. 
Took a round in a motor launch through the river Seine and saw 
the various pavilions in the island and on both the banks. 

Tuesday, 6th July 1937 

Came to Vichy by Auto-rail at 7—35 p.m. leaving Paris at 
4 p.m. 

Put up in Hotel Majestic, 
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Wednesday, 7th July 1937 

Visited the Chomel and Grand-Galle Springs, Bath No. 1, 
Casino and the Children’s Park. 

Took tea at the Golf-club, with Dr. Serge Ossipoff. 

Thursday, 8th July 1937 
Left Vichy by train in the evening. 

Arrived at Marseilles at 5-45 a.m. 

Put up at Hotel Noailles. 

Friday, 9th July 1937 
Boarded the S. S. Ranapura at 6 p.m. 

Saturday, 10th July 1937 
The steamer weighed anchor at 4 a.m. 

Monday, 12th July 1937 
Arrived at Malta. 

Had tea with Sir John Beaumont, Chief Justice, Bombay High 
Court. 

Wednesday, 14th July, 1937 
Reached Port Said. Presented a copy of “Twenty-one Weeks 
in Europe” to the Ship’s library. 

The Commander and the Purser presented mechanoes to the 
Rajkumars and Rajkumaries. 

Sunday, 18th July 1937 

Arrived at Aden. Was welcomed at the Steamer Point by 
the Bombay people. Mr. Shah, Secretary to the U. P. Government 
co-passenger in the steamer, explained a Budhhist Drama. 

Thursday, 22nd July 1937 
Arrived in Bombay Port at 4 p.m. 

Hearty Welcome by the Darbar and Friends, Relatives and 
Subjets. 

Friday, 23rd July 1937 
Arrived at Poona in the morning. 

Hearty welcome by friends. 

Wednesday, 28th July 1937 
Entered Bhor in a procession and amidst the hearty reception 
of the people. 



118 


ROYAL CORONATION AND MY SECOND TRIP TO EUROPE 


Friday, 6th August 1937 

Address by the Bhor Municipality. 

Related a short account of the trip in reply. 

Sunday, 8th August 1937 

Address by the Bhor residents at Poona in the Shukrawar 
peth Wada under the presidentship of Mr. Trotman, i.c.s.. 
Collector. 

Monday, 9th August 1937 

Visited the N. M. Vidyalaya High School and gave my 
impressions about the tour to the students. 

Tea with the Principal and staff. 

Wednesday, 18th August 1937 

Address of Welcome by the Inhabitants of Bhor in the 
Annual Accession Darbar with a purse of Rs. 1501/- ( which was 
afterwards augmented by me by adding a sum of Rs. 1860 and 
from which an arch in front of the Bhor Palace is erected in 
commemoration of this tour ). 



APPENDIX B 


ADDRESSES PRESENTED TO AND REPLIES GIVEN BY SHRIMANT 
RAJA SAHEB PRIOR TO DEPARTURE AND AFTER RETURN 
FROM THE TRIP TO EUROPE IN 1937. 


Speech of Shrimant Raja Saheb on the occasion of the 
Pansupari Function specially arranged by the 
Bhor State Legislative Council* on 
5th April 1937 

The President, Vice-president and Members of the Legislative 

Council, 

I am deeply thankful to you for this function arranged in 
our honour to-day prior to our departure to England by S. S. 
Ranchi on the 17th April. On an occasion like this, you may not 
expect me to speak anything particular and I, on my own part, 
have nothing particular to add. Still, I am gratified to find that 
you have realized the: desirability of our European tour. It is 
but natural that you should form an expectation that the State 
should be benefitted by the experience gained and impressions 
formed by visiting institutions in Europe. The freedom enjoyed 
by the Western Nations coupled with their huge wealth if placed 
in juxtaposition with our position in those respects here will show 
the impossibility to follow them in toto or even partially. And 
I feel sure that you will also agree with me when I say this. 
Nevertheless I can say without hesitation that I shall ever try to 
imitate those things which could be safely imitated and to intro- 
duce such other things as would, in my opinion, be beneficial. 
It is my goal that my subjects should be happy and the State 
should be on a progressive path. My efforts are also made in 
that very direction and they will so continue in future. 

Gentlemen, I feel gratified to learn that you see eye to eye 
with my decision to join the All-India Federation. It is also 
encouraging to see that the safeguards suggested by us in the 
interest of our State have met with you unequivocal approval. 
Gentlemen, I am all the more happy when I learn you will help 
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to main tain the peaceful atmosphere in the State during my 
absence when I would be on tour. Peace and Order form the very 
b asis of all reforms. And for this purpose I avail myself of this 
happy opportunity to specially appeal to those who are present here 
today and also to those of my subjects elsewhere that they should 
all co-operate with the Darbar in a spirit of good will and it is in 
their interest that they should not connive at it. I entertain strong 
hope that this appeal of mine will prove efficacious. 

Members of this Council, I am glad to note your words of 
approval about my intention to defray the expenses of this tour 
from my private income. I am equally delighted for your grate- 
ful sentiments acclaiming my efforts so far made in the matter 
of improvement carried on in the State Administration. But I 
must say that I had done nothing more than my legitimate duty. 
And I tell you here because it is proper and necessary on an 
occasion like this to mention that I am fully conscious that much 
more remains yet to be done. I, therefore, pray God Shree Rama 
that He should enable me to complete the work that has remained 
half-finished. I must state that the book which Mr. Upadhye 
gave when I went to England last time proved to be of great 
help in my tour ; and today he has presented a book called 
“ Methods of Western Education ” and for which I am much 
thankful to him and I assure him that I would go through it in 
my voyage. I once again sincerely thank you all for this function 
specially arranged to give us good-bye by wishing every success 
to our tour which should end without mishap of any kind. I wish 
the well-being of you all and take your leave for the time being. 


Congratulatory Address presented by the Bhor Munici- 
pality to Shrimant Raja Saheb on 6th August 1937 
To 

Shrimant Sarkar Raghunathrao alias Babasaheb Pandit Pant 
Sachiv, Raja Saheb of Bhor State, Bhor. 

We deem it our first and solemn duty to express our deep 
sense of gratitude to Your Highness who has but just returned 
to the Capital after completing the second European tour of three 



ADDRESS BY BHOR MUNICIPALITY 


121 


and half months and who acceding to our request was kind enough 
to allow us to welcome you first and who has kindly permitted us, 
according to our wishes, to present this Congratulatory Address to 
you. The Municipality of Bhor is the oldest local self-govern- 
ment body in the State and we treat this favour of yours as nothing 
short of great honour done to our body, and we are gratified to 
state that this has greatly added to our present joy. 

Your Highness, about six years ago you were ill for many 
days and by the grace of God, you recovered from it but the 
recovery was not so complete. It was a proper, nay a necessary 
thing, that you thought of going for some days to a well-known 
health-resort with a view to regain the former healthy condition. 
And it was veritably a happy coincidence that you availed yourself 
of the Coronation Ceremony of His Majesty George VI - King 
Emperor - which was to be celebrated in London on the 12th May 
1937 and decided to carry out your long-cherished desire to regain 
health by visiting England. Your Highness has seen on the spot 
the solemn ceremony of Crowning the King of England in a 
manner befitting the English traditions and with all splendour and 
dignity and Your Highness had the good fortune to show in 
person your deep seated loyalty to the King-Emperor. It was 
indeed an extra-ordinary occasion and as such Your Highness 
must feel extremely gratified. And we on our part also feel joy- 
ful pride for the same. 

Thus Your Highness achieved one of the main objects of 
going to England and it was well that Your Highness stayed for 
some days at one or two well known European Health-resorts or 
Sanitoriums with the specific object'of regaining health. It is a 
truism that health is wealth. Everything depends mainly on 
good health and anything done in its furtherance becomes most 
proper and essential. And we feel extremely glad therefore to 
congratulate Your Highness on the successful achievement of 
these two principal objects. 

Undoubtedly it is a very profitable thing that Your Highness 
had in this tour the golden opportunity of witnessing the World 
Exhibition held at Paris in France. Now-a-days, Exhibitions are 
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not merely the things of amusement. It is now admitted on all 
hands that libraries, museums, zoos, gardens and exhibitions are 
but tokens of the Nations’ all-sided civilization and this is 
more than true. One can measure with ease and accuracy 
the degree of progress made by any nation in the realms 
of agriculture, trade, industry, arts, crafts, science etc. In short, 
it is but natural that Your Highness should have been very much 
benefited by this tour so far as mental outlook is concerned and 
therein lies the seed of the welfare of the subjects. Benefits 
emanating from travel are noted above. And it is praiseworthy 
to make an attempt for broadening and magnifying the mental 
outlook of the people by enabling them to see objects which tend 
to ameliorate the condition of a Nation. And if one looks things 
in this light one would find that it was a desirable thing that 
Your Highness were accompanied by Shrimant Yuwaraj, other 
Rajakumars and Rajakumaris. We are confident that impressions 
( when young ) formed during this tour will prove of great assist- 
ance to them in the years to come. 

We tender our sincere and heartfelt gratitude at the feet of 
Lord Shri Rama whose mercy enabled you all to return home safe 
and sound. We pray Almight God that He should shower His 
blessings on the members of the Royal family. 

In conclusion, we once again express our thanks for allowing 
us this opportunity and present this Congratulatory Address with 
deep loyalty to Your Highness. 

Your Highness’ 

Most obedient Servants and Subjects 
President & Members of the Municipal Committee-Bhor. 


Reply of Shrimant Raja Saheb to the above Address 
Bhor Municipal Councillors and Gentlemen, 

Taking advantage of the affectionate welcome which you have 
extended to us on our safe return home from the European tour, 
I propose to address a few words giving an account of our tour. 
But before doing so, I deem it to be my duty to tjhank you all and 
to express my gratification for the congratulatory address and the 
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hearty welcome offered to us this day. So also, I thank heartily 
the public institutions, kinsmen, relatives, officials and others who 
honoured us in Bombay and Poona by offering garlands at the 
time of our departure in April last and also again in the last 
month on our safe return home. It is a thing of great satisfaction 
that all maintained peace during my absence in response to my 
expressed wishes in this regard. It is equally necessary to record 
my satisfaction for the fact that Rao Bahadur Dewan Saheb in 
collaboration with officers carried on the State administration 
efficiently. I was equally glad to know that Rao Bahadur Dewan- 
saheb, though in no way concerned with the working of the Khasgi 
department, took great pains to successfully carry out the details 
of the Ramanavami Festival with untiring efforts. I also take this 
opportunity to thank the Resident, Lt.-Col. K. A. G.Evans-Gordon 
for watching the State interest and also for helping the State 
officials in the discharge of the State administration. 

After narrating at great length the account of the European 
tour, Shrimant Raja Saheb concluded his speech by once again 
thanking the people for patiently listening to his speech and for 
presenting the address. 


Congratulatory Address presented by the Satkar 
Samarambha Mandal, Poona to Shrimant Raja 
Saheb at Poona Wada on 8th August 1937 

To, 

Shrimant Raja Raghunathrao Babasaheb Pandit Pant Sachiv, 

Madar-ul-Maham, Rajesaheb of Bhor. 

We, the Members of the Satkar-Samarambha-Mandal of the 
Bhor State Subjects and well-wishers residing in Poona, do hereby 
most humbly and respectfully beg to submit this humble address 
of welcome and loyalty to you, Rajasaheb, on this happy occasion 
of your return with Shrimant Yuwarajsaheb, Shrimant Rajakumars 
and Shrimant Rajakumaris from the Coronation festivities of His 
Majesty The King-Emperor . George VI. 

Your attendance at the Coronation has been a convincing 
proof of the deep loyalty to the British Throne entertained 
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personally by you according to the high traditions of your ancient 
house of Pant Sachivs of Bhor. 

We are deeply indebted to You, Rajasaheb, for the many 
good things that have been achieved in so short a time as fifteen 
years of your regime. To mention some of them, we crave 
indulgence : Communication in the State has been improved by 
construction of bridges. The costly Laxmibai bridge of Nira River 
is prominent instance in point. The long-felt need of an excellent 
High School building has been removed by incurring a big ex- 
penditure which evinces the liberal trend of Your administration 
in educational affairs. Dispensaries have been opened throughout 
the State to provide medical help to the Rayats and even a Hospital 
has been recently opened. Steps have also been taken for village 
improvement. Several old taxes have been generously abolished. 
The establishment of a State Legislative Council, Municipalities, 
Local Boards and Sanitary Boards and Committees in the State 
clearly indicates the onward path of progress that You, Rajasaheb, 
have undertaken to initiate Your loyal subjects into the art of 
administration from top to bottom. 

For these, among other reforms, as also the high tradi- 
tional status and dignity of Your family, the British Government 
have in right appreciation conferred upon You the honour of a 
dynastic salute of nine guns and the hereditary title of Raja. 

Rajasaheb, You have visited England and Europe on two 
occasions and have brought to the State, Western ideas of culture 
and reform in education, and good and benevolent administration. 

We humbly beg to assure You that the many good qualities of 
head and heart, evinced by the beneficient actions both in private 
and public life in and out of the State, have endeared You to us 
all and we pray The Almighty God to bless You, Dear Rajasaheb, 
and all the members of the Ruling Family with long life, and the 
best of health and happiness in which alone lie our contenment 
and prosperity. 

We remain. Your Rajasaheb’ s 
Loyal Subjects & Well-wishers. 

Poona, 8th August 1937, 
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Reply of Shriraant Raja Saheb to the above Address 

President and Members of the Satkar Samarambha Mandal, Ladies 

and Gentlemen, 

I am sincerely thankful to you for the honour done to me in 
presenting this address of welcome and loyalty and for the good 
wishes expressed therein regarding me and my house. It is a matter 
of real delight to me to see you all, my dear subjects residing in 
Poona, assembled here ; and the joyousness of the moment is the 
more enhanced because of the presence here of so many of my 
friends and well-wishers, prominent among whom I have the 
pleasure and privilege' to reckon Mr. Trotman, — the Collector of 
Poona — the President of the present Satkar Mandal or the Recep- 
tion Committee. I congratulate the Committee upon their very 
wise selection in this matter and have nothing but words of joyful 
thankfulness to the President for consenting to associate himself in 
this social function in so prominent and successful a manner. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the presence of Mr. Trotman here 
and the way in which he has done his friendly role in this delight- 
ful function has roused in my mind the happy memories of the 
days when till some five years ago, my State was in direct relations 
with the Government of this Presidency through the Collectorate 
of Poona as its Political Agency. Gentlemen, it is with a belief 
and hope that you will excuse me, that I take this opportunity of 
expressing my heartfelt thanks, for all the good counsel and 
willing help given to me whenever required, by all the Political 
Agents in succession since the day of my accession. And, I have 
every pleasure in acknowledging in public that the present 
enhanced status and dignity of the State and its Ruler owe not a 
little to their friendship and to the good opinions of the Governors 
of Bombay. Not only that, the presence of my friend Mr. Trotman 
here is a clear testimony — if it ever were so required — of the fact 
that not only he but the Collectorate of Poona also, as before, 
take a personal interest in the happiness of the Ruler of Bhor 
and his subjects, and the prosperity of the State which is situated 
quite near the district of Poona and the Bhor State territory and 
the Poona District are geographically contiguous to each other. 
For all this I can never thank him too much. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, as you have truly said in your 
address, I count it as a unique piece of good fortune to have been 
able to be in London on 1 2th May last to witness the Coronation 
Ceremony of Their Majesties George VI and Queen Elizabeth 
and thus testify my feelings of staunch loyalty and deep-rooted 
attachment to Their Persons and the revered Throne of the 
British Empire. You have referred in terms of appreciation to 
what I have been able to do in a variety of ways for the happi- 
ness of the people of my State ; and I must thank you for the 
feelings of love towards me that prompted you to arrange this 
function. But, to be free and frank with you, I confess, that 
I have done nothing more than what duty and the spirit of the 
present times required of me ; and in that connection also, I am 
conscious of the fact that much as yet remains to achieve. It is 
not my nature to rest on my oars. The goal is yet far away, but 
I have a mind to regain it provided co-operation, good-will and 
confidence are forthcoming, under peaceful conditions in the State 
for all times to come as at present, from all my subjects and well- 
wishers, both in and outside the State. I pray God to help me 
on in the realisation of my cherished aim. 

To my subjects in Poona, I have one word to say. I would 
like to tell them — if express words were in that respect at all 
needful — that they are as dear and near to my heart as their 
brethren who are residing in and serving the State. Their inte- 
rests and rise in life are equally matters of joy and pride to me. 
I watch their careers in the varied fields chosen by them for 
the exercise of their intellectual or physical activities, in all of 
which I ever wish them all good luck. 

I cannot conclude my speech without expressing my feeling 
of pleasure and thankfulness to the Physician Nanalshastri, Physi- 
cian R. V. Joshi, Dr. M. P, Joshi, Shriyut N. S. Sontakke and Physi- 
cian G. V. Purohit who directly and indirectly represent those ins- 
titutions for doing the honour of garlanding me on this occasion. 

To my friends and well-wishers assembled here I also wish 
every good and take leave to conclude by repeating my sincere 
thanks to you — one and all. 



ADDRESS BY RAJASAHEB IN N. M. VIDYALAYA, POONA 127 

Address delivered by Shrimant Rajasaheb in Nutan 
Marathi Vidyalaya, Poona, on 9th August 1937 

Principal Naralkar and devotees of learning. 

Principal Naralkar personally invited me to visit Nutan 
Marathi Vidyalaya after he had sent a congratulatory letter on our 
safe return home. And it enabled me to come here and for 
which I thank him and his colleagues and the management of the 
school. My sons are taking their education along with other boys 
in this very school and it is but natural that your institution may 
entertain a special regard for me. And on my part also, I feel 
equally proud for the school in which my sons are being schooled. 
Thus it was not possible for me to decline the invitation of the 
school. By inviting and by extending a special welcome to me 
on this occasion, you have doubly strengthened our mutual 
relations and I feel highly gratified to express this publicly. It 
was indeed a good thing that I was able to take my children with 
me in my European tour. They saw the Coronation Ceremony, 
other ancillary functions and events in London and also visited 
some two three cities in Europe. I am extremely thankful to you 
for this kind welcome. It gives great pleasure to note that I had 
the opportunity of seeing some classes in their working order and 
I could mark the immense improvement achieved in the present- 
day system and one which was in vogue in my school days. 

On an occasion like this it is but natural and the management 
of the school has also asked me that I should narrate a few words 
relating to our tour. Now-a-days, hundreds of people, students, 
merchants go to Europe as a result of the special facilities offered 
for foreign tour and some of them who are keen observers write 
about their tour in papers or print them in books and give lectures 
about them to the public. This being the case, what new things 
can I tell ? And what good purpose would be served to reiterate 
the same things ? And it must be indeed boring to students to listen 
frequently to advice from persons who visit the school. But it is 
equally necessary that the tradition should not be trampled and so 
I am going to tell you one or two things which I have always im- 
pressed upon my children and the same I am going to repeat to-day. 
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I have seen and met several English men , women with their 
children in my tour and practically from the moment I boarded 
the Steamer. All of them appeared to be healthy and with well- 
developed bodies and limbs. Their faces were radiant and mirth- 
ful and their behaviour and actions smart . It was a sight to 
see how all were eager to avail themselves of the various recrea- 
tions and plays available on the Steamer. At night, everybody 
appeared to be laughing and smiling when they had their full 
dinner and thereby they imported mirth to their mind. When 
I tried to fathom the reason of this abundant and overflowing joy, 
I found it all due to the radiant health studiously developed from 
the very childhood. So, I would like to enjoin on the students 
that it should be their first care to take care of their health and to 
develop their physique with a view to enable them in after years 
to be of use to others and also to be able to spend life in happiness. 
You are aware. I believe, that if body be not well, and if every 
limb be not, sturdy, mind does not work well. One does not feel 
ready to undertake to do anything or to be of help to others 
which is the primary duty of everybody. I therefore would advise 
you not to be indifferent to keep up your health or to shirk from 
work which would entail labour. And the other important fact 
in this connection relates to the virtue of discipline which is 
inculcated on the minds of the children in Western countries. 
Indeed I was so charmed to see that everybody appeared to be keen 
to keep himself clean, to have cleanliness maintained all around, 
to remove the dirt to the dustbin if and when it was seen, I could 
even mark how particular the people were even in ordinary speak- 
ing without making any noise with a view to avoid disturbance to 
others. It was really a sight to see so many people moving in an 
orderly fashion to get tickets at the booking office, and quietly 
boarding the trains on the platforms. On the grounds where 
matches are played, in the theatres and museums, the same spirit 
of orderly behaviour was a marked feature. I am specially bring- 
ing these details to your notice so that you also may cultivate the 
same enviable virtue. 

Swimming constitutes one form of exercise. There is a pro- 
vision made even in ships for this and one can see youug and old 
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men and women availing themselves of it. The rush is parti- 
cularly marked when it is hot and sultry. Vienna, the capital of 
Austria, is situated on both the banks of the Danube river. The 
Municipality there has established an institution of swimming. 
There are two tanks — in one of which we find a device which 
creates artificial waves while in the other, we get drizzling rain. 
There are besides several other places on the bank of the river, 
which offer swimming facilities. Arrangements are made to take 
leaps of various kinds into the water. Not only people of all type 
young and old but even families go for swimming and afterwards 
they engage themselves in various pastimes or bathe themselves in 
sun-shine. So, I would advise that everyone must be able to 
swim. That exercise develops and hardens body. It serves to 
minimise heat. It causes no boredom. One is not afraid to wade 
through water and at times one can save the life of another. 
Our ancient seers and Rishis have preached the doctrine that the 
body indeed is the chief vehicle for religion. But it appears that 
it has primarily attracted the attention of the Westerners’ We on 
our part are careless about this. So, it is my ardent wish that 
everybody should keep this norm before himself and must try 
to act up to it. One cannot succeed in politics or in civics, or in 
attempts for one’s salvation without a healthy body. In short, 
one marks method and discipline in every act since the time we 
boarded the steamer. It is seen in exercise, in cleanliness, in 
obeying the orders of the superiors or in case of students of obeying 
the teacher’s orders and great and difficult tasks are successfully 
carried out smoothly only as a consequence of these virtues. 
And one can say that no nation can hope to come in the forefront 
if these virtues and qualities are not ingrained in the people. 

Now-a-days, the limits of human recreation and knowledge 
are much widened as a result of various scientific inventions and 
discoveries. An ordinary person and especially a tourist is 
required to know the fundamentals of various sciences : e. g. the 
art of printing and that of journalism have made great strides 
and as a result we get news and information to read from the 
distant parts of the globe if we happen to open a book, a news- 
paper or a monthly. But we can appreciate the news or the 
9 



130 


ROYAL CORONATION AND MY SECOND TRIP TO EUROPE 


information if we have a tolerably good knowledge of the nations. 
When we go for a travel, we must know how to find directions and 
for that purpose we must have knowledge of the astral-plain, we 
must have cultivated the habit of gauging the distances approxi- 
mately ; we must be able to comprehend quickly the map of roads 
or the roads carrying particular kind of traffic and conveyances ; 
must be in a position to take snaps of beautiful scenes with a view 
to fix up the image permanently or to enable others to form an idea 
of the scenes. And this can only be achieved if one has a camera 
and a binocular and knows how to use them. A person who is 
well conversant with gymnastics or various indoor games attracts 
the attention of others and often forms new friendships. It would 
be equally well if he knows something of fine-arts as it would 
enable him to carry on talk with persons interested in a particular 
art or would be of help in getting important information to be 
added to his store. In fine, students should, therefore, make it a 
point to thus equip themselves and for that purpose must strive 
hard. This, I would like to strongly impress on the girls and 
boys assembled here. 

Here I would like to take this opportunity to bring to the 
urgent notice of the teachers that they should skilfully manage 
to inculcate the above mentioned virtues on the minds of the 
pupils. It has come to our notice that in the primary course of 
education great strain is experienced by the children as a result of 
home-work and a good deal of writing. Similar was the state of 
affairs in England and efforts are now being made to ameliorate 
them. So here also efforts should not be spared to minimise the 
grievance by the authorities concerned. 

Gentlemen, the teacher class may come forward with a com- 
plaint that the guardians and examiners expect and wish that 
a large number must get through the examinations in the settled 
groove. As a result, it becomes necessary to make the boys learn 
by rote or to make them solve the same examples ag ain and again 
with a view to ensure success and this tends to increase the bulk 
of the home-work. Apart from these, it but behoves us all 
to seriously consider this unhealthy state of affairs and reduce the 
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wastage of the bodily and mental energies of children. If neces- 
sary, we must bring these facts to the notice of the educational 
department or Government. It is thus high time to radically 
improve the courses of studies and the manner and methods of 
examinations. In England, I came across a book ' Home-Work * 
compiled under the authority of the Board of Education at the 
end of May. I think suggestions made therein may be of great 
use here. So, I would like to request you — the authorities of 
this school to move in this matter in cooperation with other 
authorities and the educational department. 

Gentlemen, I don’t want to bore you by adding anything 
more. So, I again thank you for this reception and also for 
patiently listening to my speech. I take your leave by once more 
expressing my gratefulness for the welcome offered to me this day. 


Congratulatory Address presented by the State Subjects 

and Citizens of Bhor to Shrimant Rajasaheb on 
18th August 1937 
To 

Shrimant Sarkar Raje Raghunathrao alias Babasaheb Pandit 

Pant Sachiv, Madar-ul-maham, Rajasaheb of Bhor. 

Shrimant Raje Saheb, 

We, the citizens of Bhor, are extremely rejoiced to see you 
amongst our midst in your capital after completing the tour of 
Europe with the members of the Royal family. We are indebted 
to Your Highness for the permission granted to express our de- 
light and as a token of it to respectfully present this address. 

The Municipality of Bhor has of late submitted a congratula- 
tory address to Your Highness and the same has the heartiest 
support of all the citizens. But we are presenting this address 
out of our close regard for Your Highness and also as a result of 
affection which is deep seated in the individual heart. 

Shrimant Sarkar, it is well-known to all that you have intro- 
duced a lot of improvements in the administration of the State 
since you took up the reins in your hands. The citizens of Bhor 
feel great respect for Your Highness because Your Highness has 
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gradually established the Legislative Council, the Local Board and 
the Sanitary Committee and has improved them by introducing 
partially the democratic principles in their working ; and having 
regard to the political aspirations awakened in your subjects. 
Your Highness even proclaimed at the time of Accession, that 
Responsible Government was to be the goal of your administration. 

ShrimantRaje Saheb, you have published a proclamation 
declaring equal rights to the untouchables in the royal court and 
thereby have established the doctrine of equality among all classes 
of your subjects. For this act, all the citizens are heartily pleased. 
Moreover, you have increased the salaries of your servants and 
have revealed your love for them by framing rules for pension and 
gratuity. This has resulted in giving satisfaction to your servants. 

Shrimant Sarkar, the citizens of Bhor as the subjects of the 
State entertain feelings of love and respect for their ruler ; but the 
citizens of Bhor who live in the capital of the State have direct 
experience of the generosity and the keen regard for the subjects 
revealed by the Ruler. The introduction of the principle of 
election in the Bhor Municipality, the privilege of electing one 
municipal member for the Legislative Council, the annual State 
grant to the Municipality, the amenity of electric lighting in Bhor 
and the additional grants given liberally from time to time to 
combat the pestilence ; all these are but the tokens of your deep 
love for the inhabitants of Bhor and of your solicitude for their 
prosperity. And here we, the citizens of Bhor, beg respectfully 
to state that they are fully alive to this. 

Shrimant Raje Saheb, one can see the growth of the political 
and social aspirations in the citizens and we feel strong confidence 
that they would fructify as a result of the sympathy which you feel 
for modern ways of administration and of your progressive rule. 

Shrimant, confidence begets confidence and love begets love- 
the truth of these we all experience, since the date of your accession. 
We beg to submit that loyalty and affection are gradually waxing 
in the minds of your subjects and we express our delight and 
rejoicing for your safe return home from abroad. And to com- 
memorate this went, we take leave to present this humble purse. 
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Shrimant Raje Saheb, we take leave after offering our prayer 
to God Shri Rama with a view that He should bestow long life 
and health to you and also to the members of the royal family 
which alone can help you to bring about improvements in the State 
in educational, industrial, social and political spheres. 


Bhor, 18-8-1937. 


Humble Subjects of Raja Saheb 
& the Citizens of Bhor. 


Reply of Shrimant Raje Saheb to the above Address 
Citizens of Bhor and Gentlemen, 

I am deeply gratified to see you here assembled to participate 
in the festivities connected with the 15th Anniversary of my 
accession and I am very much thankful to you for the same. 
A brief survey of the various changes in the State Administration 
during my fifteen years' rule has been given in the account just 
read by Rao Bahadur Dewan. You have also heard them in brief 
from their mention in the Address read by the Chairman of the 
Reception Committee. So I do not wish to take your time by 
reiterating them. However, I want to allude to one thing promi- 
nently as I think it is necessary to do so. 

Gentlemen, before proceeding to Europe I made a reference 
in my speech delivered at the commencement of the session of 
the Legislative Council that my subjects and officials should be 
careful to maintain an atmosphere of peace throughout the State 
in my absence and I am sure you remember it. I deem it a duty 
to express satisfaction for acting up to my wish by the subjects 
and officials alike and thereby enabling me to carry out the pro- 
gramme and the items in my tour with perfect confidence. I feel 
delighted to note that my Dewan R. B. Hulyal in collaboration 
with the officers bore the brunt of the administration with success. 
The account will show that the administrative progress in the 
fields of education, sanitation, maintenance of peace and order, 
justice, works of public utility, matters within the purview of the 
Local Self-government is well maintained according to the lines 
chalked out. In fine, I take delight to say that the progressive 
15th year of my rule has come to an end with success. 
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Dear Citizens, let me admit that you have doubled the joy 
this year by arranging to present an address on this very auspicious 
occasion. In your address, you have expressed satisfaction and 
gratefulness for the improvements made during these fifteen years 
of my rule in the realm of good administration and social and 
other vital matters. I feel happy to note your expression of 
warm sentiments of loyalty and affection. I consider myself 
fortunate to see that you have presented me a Purse today which 
serves to reveal your heartfelt delight for our safe return home 
from the successful European tour. I accept with great rejoicing, 
interest and love the purse you have just offered. And let me 
specifically say here that I accept it simply for your sake. I intend 
to augment it by my own contribution with a view to enable us to 
utilize the total amount in the cause of a work of public usefulness 
or to spend it for adding to the beauty of this town. The object 
in doing so is merely to secure a permanent token of your loyalty 
to me. I trust that this will find favour with you. Of course, for 
want of time it was not possible to fix up the exact nature and 
object and to draw its outline. However I feel confident that I 
shall be able to publish the scheme in that behalf as early as possible. 

I sympathise with the good wishes and aspirations expressed 
in your address. It is my fervent and constant prayer at the feet 
of Lord Shri Rama that I should serve the deity residing in my 
subjects and should also bring about an all-round improvement. 

Gentlemen, the Resident has sent three medals in commemo- 
ration of the Coronation ceremony of His Majesty George VI, in 
London — of these, one is for Shrimant Yuwaraj, the second for 
Mr. Kondo Mahadeo Kumthekar, b.a ., ll.b., and the third for 
Mr. Ganesh Balkrishna Phadke, the Mamlatdar, Prachandgad, 
Mr. Kumthekar is my school companion and his counsel has been 
very useful to me before and after my accession. Mr. Phadke has 
done a yeoman’s service in restoring peace and order in the Pra- 
chandgad taluka. So, I feel delighted to present medals to the 
persons concerned. 

I once more thank you for your presence here and for the 
presentation of the purse and address and I conclude my speech 
by wishing happiness and welfare to you all. 
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Congratulatory Address presented by the Members of the 
Notified Area Committee-Shirwal and the Vichitragad 
Taluka Local Board to Rajesaheb on 21st November 1937 

We — the members of the Notified Area Committee Shirwal 
and the Vichitragad Taluka Local Board — respectfully submit : 

We are greatly delighted to see that you — Shrimant Rajasaheb 
and Shrimant Yuwaraj — came home safe with restored health from 
abroad where you had gone to recoup it. We have already, on 
the auspicious day of the 16th Accession year, submitted a resolu- 
tion congratulating Shrimant Rajasaheb for the same. But this 
day, we take this opportunity to present this address as a result of 
us being overwhelmed with joy and also on account of the cluster 
of outstanding virtues such as regard for the subjects, readiness 
to adopt progressive measures, skill in politics, appreciation of 
virtues, love for justice etc., possessed by you. 

It is now fifteen years since you ascended the Gadi. During 
this period, you have abolished discriminatory taxes, made primary 
education free, and by establishing municipalities, sanitary boards* 
local boards, the subjects are enabled to get the initial training in 
administration. As a result we your subjects enjoy the rights and 
conveniences afforded by the British rule. Furthermore you have 
brought into being an Executive Council to help you to carry on 
the administration ; a High Court is established and by appointing 
educated and fit persons to these high posts, one may say that 
your regime is marked by the care for the subjects and by the 
readily available justice. 

In view of the above mentioned good qualities, it is but natural 
that the British Government should see its way to fittingly honour 
you by conferring in 1927 the dynastic privilege of 9 guns and the 
hereditary title of Raja in 1935. These two dynastic privileges 
have cerainly tended to enhance the dignity of the State. 

We are equally delighted to learn that you enjoyed the proud 
privilege of personally attending the Coronation of His Majesty 
George VI the King and Emperor of India. 

Shrimant Rajasaheb, as Yowaraj, you worked as the Assistant 
Collector ; it helped to bring us together and to see you at close 
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quarters. And we are, therefore, doubly delighted to present this 
Address to you. 

We the members of both the Local Bodies and the residents 
of Shirwal are highly grateful to Shrimant Rajasaheb for the 
troubles you took in coming over here and also for allowing us to 
present this Address, 

We pray Almighty God Shri Rama because of His Grace, we 
have seen this auspicious day on which this Address is presented 
and we once more pray that He may give long life and prosperity 
to Shrimant Rajasaheb and the members of the Royal family 
and we wish that the reign of Rajasaheb may be increasingly 
prosperous like the Moon. 

Shirwal, 21-11-37. Members of the Shirwal 

Members of Vichitragad Local Boards. Notified Area Committee. 


Congratulatory Speech of Mr. Hari Sakha ram Deshpande 
on behalf of Aikya Vardhak Club Shirwal on 
21st November, 1937 

I offer our heartfelt welcome on behalf of Ramdas A. V. 
Club, Shirwal to you Shrimant Babasaheb the Pant Sachiv and 
Rajasaheb of Bhor. 

It is a thing of delight to see that Shrimant Rajasaheb and 
the members of the royal family who went to Europe came home 
safe. It is the bounden duty of this Club to express its loyalty 
to the Ruler and it is being shown now by offering respectfully 
this garland as its token. We have here availed ourselves of 
this gathering specially arranged by the Shirwal Notified Area 
Committee and the Vichitragad Local Board. 

To my mind, this trip to Europe is significant for various 
reasons. No doubt the primary object of this tour was to attend 
the Coronation of His Majesty George VI and to recoup health. 
But this served to enable you to see minutely and carefully various 
ceremonies and functions specially arranged as a necessary 
corollary to the Royal Coronation which formed the hub of the 
grand show. 
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Shrimant Rajasaheb is by nature endowed with that critical 
faculty of examining every thing, be it trifle or important and of 
storing the good points revealed by the scrutiny. It is thus in 
the fitness of things that Shrimant Rajasaheb undertook a trip 
abroad for Coronation. 

It is equally important that Rajasaheb could recoup his health 
by staying for some days at some of the best health resorts in 
Czechoslovakia and Vienna. 

To conclude, I on behalf of this Club once more offer our 
heartfelt and respectful congratulations to Shrimant Rajasaheb 
and the members of the royal family who accompanied him for 
their safe return to their country from the significant and 
momentous European tour this time. I again pray that God 
Rama should bestow long life and happiness on Rajasaheb and 
the members of the royal family. 

Shirwal, 24-9-37. 


Reply of Shrimant Rajasaheb to the above 

Members of the N. A. C. & Vichitragad Taluka Local Board 8 
and residents of Shirwal : 

I, at the outset, thank you all for to-day’s welcome. I am 
gratefully accepting the offering of the coconut along with the 
benedictory poems from the school of Vedic learning. I ever 
value the good wishes of the Brahmins. So I bow all the Brahmins. 

Members of the Board and Committee, we accept the 
Address presented by you today with willing thankfulness. We 
are such gratified to find that you expressed, in your speeches, 
the joy for our happy and successful European tour and that you 
gave vent to words of welcome and good wishes. It is equally 
rejoicing to know from the sentiments and expressions of appre- 
ciation, in your Address and speeches, for our progressive methods 
of administration. In that connection, I am only to say that I 
have done nothing more than to move with times having special 
regard to the local circumstances. I need not tell you that the 
progress is dependent on peace and order. I am all the more 
delighted to hear tender words of affinity and closeness for me 
10 
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whose work — when I was Yuwaraj — as Assistant Collector, 
Assistant Judge for nine years, finds appreciative mention in your 
speeches. This led. me to come over here today. Your refer- 
ences have revived my old happy memories and given them a 
touch of sweet freshness. My stay here naturally engendered a 
feeling of mutual regard and consideration. This is a sequel 
of close association. I feel proud to say that I stayed here, I 
mean Shirwal which has historical importance, as an important 
official. Thus having regard to your wishes, I permitted you to 
remain absent for the function at Bhor on the 6th August and 
also to allow you to arrange a special function at Shirwal. But 
due to ill health and other engagements I had to defer my com- 
ing here so long for which I crave for your indulgence. I have 
regard for Ramdas Aikyavardhak Club, and the Nira Festival 
Mandal etc. They have offered garlands to-day and I am 
grateful to them for the same. 

Servants of this Taluka, I accept with delight and grate- 
fulness the small silver replica of the hanging bridge. This is a 
very good model. The hand and skill of the artist are vividly 
seen in it. And I feel rejoiced to congratulate Mr. Abhonkar — 
the artisan — for his work of art. I want specially to mention that 
I am very much pleased with the idea of this model. One of the 
reasons is that it is interlinked with the hanging bridge at 
Ambavade which is named after my dear and worthy mother and 
the other being that whenever I shall happen to see this model at 
Bhor I shall invariably be put in mind of you. 

Subjects of Shindewadi, I am much pleased to accept my 
photo in silver frame offered by you. I am going to keep it with 
me. The object in doing so is simple. It would serve to revive 
with freshness and joy the happy memory of today’s function. 
Your idea underlying it is salutary. I am duty bound to thank 
you for this gift which will always serve to remind me as to who 
I am and what is my duty. 

Residents of Shirwal, I gladly accept the purse presented by 
you today. But I want here now to tell you that I accept it 
only to augment it by adding something of my own. I publicly 
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declare here that this sum should be utilized for some work of 
public utility. It would be better if you will kindly let me know 
such work so that I may consider that question in this light. 
I still remember that people of Shindewadi repaired within a short 
time the road leading to Panda vdara caves. If some of that work 
remain incomplete it may be utilized to finish the same or it may 
be utilized for any other useful work of their village which may 
demand immediate attention. I shall be in a position to fina lly 
decide the matter if I get full information about it. I have asked 
the Mamlatdar to make enquiry and to let me know its result. 

To conclude, I once more express my sincere thanks for this 
function arranged by the two govt, bodies and also by the Club 
which is a non-official but public body. I wish all success to your 
institutions and conclude my speech. 
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